THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF THE GATINEAU

NEXT MEETING

We are fortunate in having a return engagement of one of our more pomular
speaxers in the person of Bob Fhillips. BHe addressed us previously, almost exactly two years
850, The date for the current occasion 1s Tuesday, 31 March 1981 - the day when March goes out
as elther a lion or a lamd. The time 1e 8 p,m. sharp and the place 1e the West HEull Community
@entre (Just west of St, Stephen's Church in 0]d Chelsea) where we have had our last two
meetings., The facilitlies are first clase and we can hope that the parking area will have either
stiffened up or dried up since our last experience - this ie not really a problem so do not be
deterred.

Bob was the first Executive Director of Heritage Canada and, as such, he built some
sound foundations for 1t., Fourteen years ago he wrote a book - now gold out - on the EZast Block
of the Perllament Bulldings. The book 1g currently being reviged. In the meantime, thise
bullding has had extensive work done on it to restorm-1t to much of its former splendour and
character. Bob will tell us all about it, This talk is timely as the officlal re-opening of the
bullding 1e scheduled for mid-April.

Bruce Lorimer, Architect with D.P.W,, who was the Chief Project Officer for the
restoration will collaborate with Bob on thie presentation., Bruce, who lives in 0ld Chelses,
was one of our gueets at the last meeting.

We look forward to a large turn-out on the Zlst.

LAST MEETING  Some forty-odd members and guests showed up for our last meeting on the 25th of
February and they were the beneficliaries of a fine talk, illustrated by &0
excellent slides, by Bwan Caldwell who, very qulckly, caught our attention and held it through-
out his dissertation., The slides, made from rare photozraphs of early days in the lumbering
business in the QOttawa Valley, were a most appropriate suvplement to his warm and witty talk -~
a palatable combination which we digested with pleasure,
UP TEE VALLEY
~the Ottawa, that 1s - not the CGatineau, speciflcally Renfrew, Ontario - will
be the ecene of an Antique Show and Sale on Friday, A»ril P4, 5 »n,m, to 10 p,m, and Saturday,
April 25, 10 a.m. to U4 p.m, in the Renfrew Arena on Argyle Strect. This event is being
gsponsored by a sister soclety - Herltage Renfrew,

Why not treant yourself to & fifty mile drive through a lovely countryside to the o0ld town
where you can expose yourself to the appeal of whatever the 4O exhibitors will have to offer?
Wnnt a pleasant early Spring outing this could be!

WRITE OX

We invite you, your family, your friends, or anyone to whom you can convey thils
message, to competes in our tenth annual Essay Contest, with the Dossibllity of winning one of
the prizes totelling over $1,000,00,

Authors may choose thelir own subjects providing that they pertain to the history of the
Gatineau Valley (i.e. be about places, events or people of the area)., Anvone is eligible
except members of the Egsay Committee and the Judges.

Compositione ghould not exceed 3,000 words, may be illustrated by photographe, maps, etc.,
and may be subtmitted in French or English., Manuscripts must be malled , or delivered, on or
before 15 September 1981 to: Secretarv-Treasurer, Historical Soclety of the Gatineau, Qld
Chelgea, <ue,, JOX 2NO,

The results will be announced pudlicly not later than 15 November 1981,

Be sure to write, or print, your name, address and your age (if 18 or under) on the first
nage of the essay, Eesays will not bYe returned so keep a copy. Winning entries may be
putlighed by the Soclety under the name of the =author,

We asgk all of you to DdDlease 'talk up' our Essay Contest and'get into the act' yourself,
Tou might even like to clip out thisg item and tack it up on a dulletin board where it could be
seen by a potential author.

FEES-ABILITY

We hove that those of you who h ave not yet nald your 1981 memdership feeg will
demonstrate to yourself that ¥ ou have the abllity to overcome any tendency toward inertia by
sitting right down and sending a cheque - 3$3.00 single, $5.00 family - to Shells Strang,
Secretary-Treasurer, 014 Chelsen, Jue,, JOX 2¥O,

To make it easy for vou ta check on whether you have nald or not - if thls paragraph is
marked in red it means that, according to our. latest records, ‘your fees are still due,
Flease get me off this sudject by you getting off your cheque, Thank you!
'UP THE GATINEAU!!

The material for the 1981 issue has tTeen typeset and proofread., We are in

the process of assembling vhotographs for inclusion., The pnste-un (dummy) of the booklet

remains to be done and then the final printins wlll be completed for an antlcipated delivery in

April or early May - after whlch it will Ye for sale and you Dpald-up members will get yours -

free.

QUT OF THE PAST We have had the pleasure, recently, of perusing a fascinating old scrapdock

of the 1890's made avalladle by Mlss Barbara Potter of Ottawa through the

courtesy of Rezinald and Grete Hele who are members of the Soclety. Here 1s a selected thought:
LETTERS

For migchief done naught can amend

The letters men have fafled to send.

And hearts are plerced with harsh intent

By letters better left unsent,

Great woe comes to us, I belleve
From letters that we don't receive.

But heaviest on my soul doth sit
Thoge letters that I'!'ve never writ,
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Arthur Davison,
Pregident.



