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TRAVEL BY GATINEAU BUS 

TO your Favourite Ski Trails in Gatineau Park 

Daily trips to Kingsmere from Ottawa Terminal Restaurant, 

with bus stops at Bank <Jnd 'Wellington Streets and Eddy Park. 

Augmented week-end trips to K ingsmere 

with return tickets honoured at either point. 

Day Phone 

PR 7-5225 

ancl 

Night Phone 

6-2974 

Ottawa Termi:1al Restaurant, 87 George Street 

Free Parking on Sundays 
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Dear Mimi 

It's wonderful up here at the Ottawa 
Ski Club! I'm having a glorious time and 
even though I am still sliding down the 
"Nursery Slopes", I'm doing it with the 
air of a professional, thanks to the Ski 
Togs we shopped for at EATON'S in Ottawa. 

Those down-hill tapered ski slacks 
you recommended are so smart! I was asked 
yesterday if they came from Switzerland . 
Imagine! I · almost slalomed with delight! 
And I'm finding the matching jacket and 
hood so cosy-warm and light that I bate to 
take them off . 

The only thing that tempts me, is 
the after-ski skirt an!l "jewelled" sweater 
.. Remember, that's the quilted taffeta "job" 
and the red top that was such a good buy. 

dance 
myself. 

I wore them last night to an informal 
. quite effective, if I do say so 

If you do come up · tbis week-end, 
would you please drop in to dependable old 
EATON'S and pick up ·a matching set of gloves 
and socks for me? Something expensive
looking, but budget-minded .. EATON'S in 
Ottawa has just the thing. 

If there's .anything you need for a 
skiing week,-end, or a · whole season for that 
matter .. do go to EATON'S first .. They're 
almos:t bound to have what you want . 

See you soon . 

Love 

PS . . The skiing instructor likes 
blondes . . Lucky you! 

• 

.. 
. • 
. • 
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EDITORIAL 
could be said that this issue is dedicated to Earl Alexander 

who was "His Excellency the Governor General" to Cana
dians for the past six years. Nothing more need be said 

hen:, but enough will be found in these pages, both in text and in 
pictures, to show that this distinguished personage reserved a particular 
spot in his heart for skiing. The members of this club are singularly 
proud that he associated himself with us. 

* * * * * 
In the matter of official reports, we follow the biblical assertion 

"the last shall be first and the first last.'' Mr. Marshall reporting for 
himself in his "Message from the President," was so late with his copy 
that he almost missed getting into print. However, we had to take 
into consideration the remoteness of Tunney's Pasture and the con
stquent transportation and communication difficulties. He was therefore, 
as U!'Ual, given the top spot. The President gives a resume of improve
ments already accomplished and those projected for the fut.ure, H~ is
particularly happy to report the erection of a new home for "Nigger," 
our faithful steed. 

Russ Smart has briefed a very fine case in favour of· racing. We 
may not have the highest hills, but we certainly have the fleetest racers. 
Russ lays much stress on new names appearing consistently near the 
top of the prize lists. This shows that we are not standing still- new 
stars are continually being discovered and developed. The promotion 
and development of racing largely depend on the quality and enthusiasm 
of the director in charge. We have always been particularly fortunate 
in this respect, and Russ is carrying on the high standard set by his 
predecessors. 

"Ga:tineau Park Ski Patrol'' by Ken Marshall is more a description 
of the Patrol and how it operates than a report. This, however, is quite 
timely, for until now it was never dearly stated just what were the duties 
of the patrollers and the procedure they had adopted to carry them out. 
Since Bud Smithers, who was captain last year, has left Ottawa, Ken has 
consented to carry on in his st~ad. · To induce our members to heed Ken's 
ad\ice regarding safe skiing. Howard Bergin's casualty report is added 
as an appendix. With apologies to the highway authorities, we could 
adopt the following slogan: "Ski safely and save a limb-maybe it will 
be yours." 

"Trail Rider Report'' by Morgan Hildebrand gives a detailed account 
of the work done by this corps, as well as a resume of their unofficial 
activities. We were sorry to hear that Morgan had to spend a term in 
hospital and will have to lay off this winter. It is to be hoped that by 
ano~her year he will be completely recovered and be back in harness 
agam. 

Da,•e Midglf'v. captain of the Night Riders. reports for his unit. 
After dealing with the work accomplished by the N.R.'s, Dave goes 
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FREIMAN'S 
PRESENTS SKI WEAR 

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

by 

Exclusively at Freiman's in Ottawa 

... be ready when the first snow flies ... to enjoy the crystal 

world of winter sports . . . in fun clothes that are gloriously 
comfortable ... casual as a shrug of the shoulder! Ski clothes 
that are colorful! light weight and designed to skim over snowy 

hills. All styled by Irving! 

+-----·r:-lll-ll-lll-llll-llr-l-ll-11-lll-ll-lli--111-IIII-111-JII-III-III-III-.IIII-~II-III-IIII-dll--+ 
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on to relate their racing triumphs. We are glad to know that this group, 
a.;; of yore, is carrying high the banner of the O.S.C. in the competitive 
field. 

* * * * * 
"An outline of skiing" by Ken Prior represents a great deal of 

research. The original piece was long enough to make a substantial 
pamphlet. A bit of brutal editing cut it down to our size without, we 
hope, sacrificing any of the real meat. Ken has done us a real service 
m tracing the history of skiing from its early beginnings up to the present 
day. 

"The first pair of skis" is a legendary tale written and published 
in leaflet form by Henry Langdon Prestholdt. We reprint it with the 
author's permission, which was obtained by Cuthbert Scott. This simple 
story provides a sharp contrast to Ken Prior's more authentic article. 

Our faithful weatherman, Mr. F. W. Baker, has again given us a 
detailed account of the weather for the entire skiing season. Judging 
by the comments we receive, the members take a keen interest in this 
annual report. Probably no other ski club in the world is furnished 
with a similar record. Thank you, Mr. Baker. 

Your editor, as usual, submits excerpts from his ski diary, follow
ing general remarks on the season of 1951-52. He also did a piece 
entitled ;'Farewell !" and a humorous short: "No bananas, thank you !" 

* * * * * 
We were shocked to learn that Dalton Wood was killed during a 

night-flying exercise while serving with the RCN in England, For 
years he laboured for the club on the hills and trails-he practically 
grew up with the Night Riders. Dalton had an aimable, free-and
easy disposition which won him friends wherever he went. At Glebe 
CGl!egiate he was head boy of his year, and he was equally popular 
subsequently at Carleton College and HMCS Carleton. A funeral 
service with full naval honours was held at Royal Naval Air Station, 
Merryn. 

* * * * * 
Elmer Cassel, director in charge at Pink Lake, has painted the 

exterior of the lodge and the adjoining building, including the doors and 
the numerous windows. This he did with the help of volunteer groups of 
pupils from Glashan "School, where he teaches. The club is indebted 
to Elmer and his assistants for the sparkling job they did. By the way, 
why not take a trip down the Pink Lake trail some fine Sunday and see 
our prettiest and best-appointeLl lodge! 

* * * * * 
Bud Clark is to be congratulated on his election to the high post 

of President of the C.A.S.A. We are sure that he will fill this responsible 
position in a way that will reflect honour both on himself and on the club. 

* *· * * * 
We are not so sure that we should congratulate Miles Allan on 

being elected to the onerous office of Secretary of the C.A.S.A. Miles, 
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Born on the world'l toughest course1 

8haped by thit expe.rtencn of today' a champlo•• 

Designed for all-around skll~g plouuN 

the qreat new Kneiaal uoalo" 

SEE THESE WORLD FAMOUS SKIS AT-
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one of the best workers we have ever had, has resigned from our 
Executive in order to devote all his time to the new job. It is feared 
that the senior body, realizing his ability, will make him a permanent 
fixture-a loss from which this Executive will not easily recover. 

* * * * * 
We deeply regret the death of Bill Brennan, our former caretaker 

at Camp Fortune. Bill not only was an efficient worker; he con
scientiously looked after the interests of the club. And woe betide 
the sponger he caught trying to sneak m the back door of the lodge. 
~.I.P. 

* * * * * 
It seems to be increasingly difficult to get contributions for this 

annual. In a club as large as the O.S.C. this should not happen. Surely 
we have many members who could give us a short piece that would 
interest our readers. Try it! 

* * * * * 
We again thank our advertisers and ask our readers to patronize 

them. 
My personal thanks to our contributors, and to Hazel, my severest 

critic and proof-reader extraordinary, without whose help this annual 
would not appear. 

J.S.P. 

·--~------~--------~-=~=-~~------------------------------· 

'0\\I•ING A genuine welcome 

SKI LIFT 
9"\ SCHOOl 
fa~ATINS 

awaits Ottawans 
Four Miles from Mt. Tremblant 
An ideal setting for that winter 
vacation-T-Ear lift 100 yards from 
Inn-Sugar Peak and miles of Trails 
for Novices and Expe rts-Home of 
famous Snow Eagle Ski School
Air part, sleighing, skating, riding. 
Modern comfort able accommodation 
and excellent meals. Rates, $7.00 
to $10.50 daily with meals. Write 
for folder "0". 

"Learn to Ski Weeks," $58.00 
All inclusive 

Accommodation, unlimited use 
of T·Bar lift, 4 hour ski lessons 
per day, etc. Dec. 13th-19th ; 
Dec. 20th-26th; Jan. 4th-10th ; 
11th-17th; 18th-24th; 25th-31st ; 
Mar. 15th-21st; 22nd-28th; 29th. 
April 4th. 

GRAY ROCKS INN - ~ 
s T • J 0 · v I T E I Q u E -· . - . 

HARRY R. WHEELER, Host and Manager 
Enquire about train, pla ne a nd bus service from Ottawa 

·---------------------------------------------------------- • 
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Compliments of the following 

FRIENDLY SHELL DEALERS 

IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY 

Bannerman's Service 
Station 

Goodyear Tires and Batteries 

Rideau St. at Nelson 

PHONE 4-2604 

G. Theriault 
Lubrication, Washing 

Tire Repairs 

Gloucester St. at O'Connor 

PHONE 3-0475 

Dupont Service Station 
Lubrication, Washing 

Tire Repairs 

CHELSEA ROAD - P.Q. 

T E L. PR 7-0116 

Orner Scott 
Lubricat ion, Wash ing 

Tire Repairs 

Laurier Ave. at Lyon St. 

PHONE 6-1053 

Earl Mulholland 
Willard Batteries 

Goodyear Tires 

Bank St. at Clemow Ave. 

PHONE 3-0001 

Scantland Bros. 

General Tire Distributors 

305 Cumber land St. 

T E L. : 2-5400 - 2·8702 

"YOU CAN BE SURE OF SHELL" 

I 
i 
! 
I 
I 
I 
! 
I 

. i 
+•-••-••••-•••r-:":'l-nll-lln-~n-••-•11-nn-n••-''''-n•-•11-••-"-•"-""-''''-~~-••-•n-~n~-1-111_,+ 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
~'I'F"-aROSE of our members who visited Camp Fortune during the 

fall months will have observed some changes which will make 
for improved facilities though none of them are of a startling 

nature. Of widespread interest will be the conversion by John Clifford 
of the slalom hill ski tow into a double one. Some protective measures 
hawt been taken in connection with the ski jump. These involve the 
erection of sidings on the take-off and the further bracing of supports. 

The old stable is being replaced by a new one under the direction 
of Ron Leffler. This change was badly needed as our faithful horse 
"Nigger," being many hands high, had no clearance for his head in the 
old one and was continually bumping the ceiling. In addition it was 
located in a low spot and, particularly in spring, had a very damp floor. 
Our caretaker, Mr. Irwin, is the builder. 

There was a good deal of discussion by the Executive on the question 
of improving the appearance and facilities of L ockeberg Lodge. It 
needs to be sheeted inside, have dormer windows upstairs, have a satis
factory arrangement of tables and chairs, and, perhaps, have a small 
addition erected at one end to house the cafeteria. Such changes would 
mean a major operation so it was decided to give them further thought 
and consider carrying them out next year. 

Night Riders and Trail Riders have been busy all fall at various 
projects. The Night Riders have re-roofed Mort's cahin. Elmer Cassel 
and his helpers have put Pink Lake Lodge into shape again; Fred 
Clifford and his g-ang, Willard Cnzner, Harmon Cahill and Ted May, 
have worked on trail improvements and some temporary construction 
improvements at Lockeberg Lodge. 

Here's hoping we shall have at least as good a skiing- winter as · 
the last one and particularly that we shall have perfect weather for the 
Canadian Championship (lumping- and Cross-country ) which are to 
be held at Camp Fortune in February. 

+N-H-HII-IIII-IIII-III-IIII-II f.-lltl-hii-N"-IIII-RII-IIII-1111-IIII-ti~-IIN-JII-IIn-~1-11 ~-r.n-1111-llll-llll-l+ 
I = . I 
i For Latest Information on Ski Resorts - Ski Tours j 
! s~ 
I I ALLAN'S TRAVEL SERVICE 
I 63 SPARKS ST. OTTAWA PHONE 2-3724 

I RESERVATIONS MADE WITHOUT CHARGE 1 
+t-lll-111-tlll-.!1-nll-llll-1111-lll-llll-1111'-tiii-JII-1111-tii-IIH-11-liii-MN-~II-JM-HII-.fi-MII-"I-ftl-ll+ 
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I i 
j Frames and Axles · l 
i Straight ened I 
i i 
i • i 
I i 
! ! 
j Wheel Alignment j 
j and Balancing j 

I ! 
i • i 
i i 
i i i F01w Machines Will H andle The Smallest Car to a Large Bus I 
I BEAR SERVICE l 
I I j Owned and Operated by j 
: = ! ALBERT STREET GARAGE LIMITED ! I 137 ALBERT STREET, OTTAWA 3-5629 f 
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i I 
i I 
i i 

I l 
i i 
i i I MOTION PICTURE EQUIPMENT i 
! ACCESSORIES & SUPPLIES [ 
f • DEVELOPING 1 
j • PRINTING j 

l
' • ENLARGING .·J, 

• CAMERAS 

.,j • FILMS f' 
LET US GIVE YOU THE 

: f 
~ BEST POSSIBLE RESULTS j 
j FROM YOUR NEGATIVES f 
j 207 SPARKS STREET PHONE 3-3574 j : : 

! ,_ ,_ ,,_,,_ ,,_ ,,_ .,_ ,,_ ,,_ ,_,_ ,,_ ,,_ ,,_ ,, _ _ ,,_,,_,,_,._,_,._H_,,_,_,_.J. 
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THE SEASON OF 1951-52 
by J.S.P. 

THIS WAS the earliest season on 
record ~r those few who took 

advantage of the sudden snowfall 
the week-end of Sunday, November 
4th. But most of us did not get on 
our skis until December 23rd, a bit 
later than normal. Skiing ended 
abruptly early in April, which was 
decidedly unfair. 

The weatherman talks in terms 
of mean temperatures, but what we 
had this year was a "mean" snow· 
fall. Although the total measured 
95.85 inches, 45.65 of it fell in Novem· 
ber and December, most of which 
"bickered down the valley". The 
mean tempei'ature, however, was not 
quite so "m6an". For although we 
had only 25 days ·below zero instead 
of our rightful 35, the thermometer 
held fairly steady. The result was 
that a mean of 20° instead of the 
normal of 17 o did not cause any 
hardship. We only hope that during 
the coming winter the snowfall will 
emulate that excellent example. 

But we must hasten to remind 
you that the 1951-52 skiing season 
was not ·by any means a washout. 
There were many days of excellent 
skiing and some that were simply 
out of this world. So if you do not 
mind prying into the personal affairs 
of the Patrick family, the diary that 
follows will give you some idea of 
how the OSC skiers fared last winter. 

SKI DIARY, 1951-52 

Sunday, Nov. 4 (+28°): A foot of 
heavy snow caught me unprepared, 
so stayed home. Dave Midgley tells 
me that about 40 members were at 
Fortune, of whom half were on skis. 
Skiing on trails good, but hills 
dangerous. 

Sunday, Dec. 16 (-12°): To church 
of a cold frosty morning, with 6 

inches of snow on bare ground. Some 
50 members reached Fortune, goug· 
ing their skis on hidden rocks. 

Sunday, Dec. 23 <+2°): Successive 
blizzards have piled snow high on 
the hills, and so off with Mac and 
Harmon for first skiing of the year. 
Canyon perfect. A .fair crowd, in
cluding Dick Guy and son Peter. Eric 
Morse introduces A. D. Vas Nunez, 
Secretary to Ambassador to the 
Netherlands, and his charming wife. 
To ch:tt with Frank Flaherty of Press 
Gallery, and .son Roderick. Law
rence Young, of Research Council, 
and wife seek information on trails. 
Up Bonnie Brae and down Horse 
Race with Fred Clifford and Gord. 
Smith. Peered down Big Dipper to 
see Wilf. Radford and Eric Cooper 
doing good job of cross-checking, but 
accumulation of years forbade me to 
join them, so turned back. Met in 
with Rosette Guillet ·and Rosalie 
Lalonde on George's, and so to break 
the Highland Fling. A grand day's 
skiing. 

Sunday, Dec. 30 (+34°): A dull, 
unpromising day, but Hazel and Shir· 
ley make first trip. Held up some 
time on Kingsmere Road by two cars 
in collision. A good crowd at For
tune despite slow conditions. Frank 
;Boileau, former Trail Rider, visiting 
from Sault Ste. Marie. Bert Marshall, 
our much-travelled President, tells 
of receut trip to Australia and India. 
Home at 4.30 to get stuck in my own 
driveway. A poor day. 

Sunday, Jan. 6 (+10°): Bright 
suns·hine, 6 inches fres·h snow on 
solid base-ne plus ultra! Little 
Switzerland never better. Large 
crowd. The Frank Delautes present 
with four daug·hters : Valerie, Judy, 
Eliza·beth . and •Susanne (just 5 years, 
and . delighted with first trip). To 
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! HENEY FUELS MAKE WARM FRIENDS l 
! . "VIKINGIZED" ! 
I DUSTPROOFED COAL I 
1 IRON FIREMAN i 
I AU-TOMATIC COAL STOKERS AND OIL BURNERS i 
j 85 .. YEARS UNFAILING FUEL SERVICE j 
i JOHN HENEY & SON, LTD. i 
i COAL - COKE - FUEL OIL l I DIAL 2-9451 OTTAWA, ONT. j 
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CONSULT 

Johnstone !.ln1.u 7.ance dl-9ency 
8-4669 202 QUEEN STREET 2-9438 
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I . l 
! Compliments of ! 
i i 
i THE BORDEN COMPANY LTD. ! 
i l 
l OTTAWA DAIRY DIVISION i 
l i 
' PHONE 2-5741 j 
! i 
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1 
f Compliments of 

i CUZNER HARDWARE ! 
1 CO. LIMITED 
I I 
! 521 SUSSEX STREET OTTAWA i 
i_ l 
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visit St. John Ambula:nce and find 
Bud Smithers, Ski Patrol captain, 
discussing ~ordination of mercy 
services with Howard Bergin. 
Chatted with Charlotte Kindle, 
accompanied by Wendell Alexander 
and Andy Blair of Research Council. 
Around Highland trail, Fling light
ning fast~ perfect control. And so, 
down Eieelsior to end a red letter 
day of skiing! Home at 5. 

Sunday, Jan. 13 (+28°): Overcast 
all day, but good .skiing. Met a 
spider on Excelsior, tho' Hazel 
claimed it was a mosquito who 
couldn't take off. The (Dr.) Don 
M<>ntgomerys initiate cute 4-year-old 
daughter Margot, who skied fron: 
Dunlop's. Chester Norris was lunch
ing with them. To chat with Betty 
LindliaY and Marjorie Rice, then Mrs 
Mordasewicz, Mrs. Smial<>wski and 
Mr. Rudnieki, of old Polish regime. 
A flying tri"p to Lockeberg lodge, 
meeting Col. Evan Gill, just back 
from overseas, where he worked with 
the Canadian High Commissioner 
and NATO. Back to Fortune, having 
a word with husky sailorman, Capt. 
Finch-N<>yes, RCN, and the Hugh 
Borbridges, proud parents of an 8-

month-old daughter. Home at 4.45. 
Sunday, Jan. 20 . (+34°): Three 

inches <>f sodden snow makes skiing 
uninviting. Consoled that it syn
chronized with 'brutal assault of my 
annual cold. Spent the day in bed 
gargling, chewing aspirins, sniffing 
Vicks and swallowing copious 
draughts of lemonade. 

P.S. Learned later that skiing was 
quite good, but glad I was unaware 
of it. 

Sunday, Jan. 27 ( +28°): Overcast. 
Huge quantities of fresh snow-good 
sliding. Overtook Mr. Maloney 
(Standish Hall owner) suffering ter
ribly from backslip. Mac cured this 
with Wonder Red, earning an invita
tion to "drop in for a dou·ble Scotch." 

15 

Met Mrs. Sonny Cook in lodge carry
ing 2-month-old baby Peter, who had 
made the trip In his dad's knapsack. 
Perhaps the <St. John Amb. would 
consider installing a delive-ry room! 
Ate with Wib. Caulfield and Bob 
Elliott. Dorothy Peck twits me for 
calling Mount Assiniboine the "Mata
dor" of the Rockies, in-s-tead of the 
"Matterhorn"-but that's how it was 
in the manuscript. After all isn't !t 
a killer? Out by Dippers, Highland 
and Bowl to see Dr. Derrick being 
loaded on ambulance at LeMay's. 
So home by 4.15 in time to drive 
Noreen to ·bus for Kingston, where 
she is in training. 

Saturday, Feb. 2 (+38°): Labored 
for His Majesty till noon in ski 
clothes, then dashed home to pick 
up Hazel. Park at Dunlop's and ski 
to the Lockeberg, where jumping ex
hi·bition is to take place at request 
of Viscount Alexander. To bus park
ing lot with Pres. Marshall and other 
dl!reetors to meet His ExceHency. 
F.D.C. truck driver threatens to tow 
away vice-regal car, and we had a 
job to oonvince him that Governors 
General just don't get pink tickets. 
In lodge our beloved G.G. is presented 
with silver cup in appreciation of his 
interest in skiing and the O.S.C. 
Sadness tugged our heart-strings as 
His Excellency gave us a farewell 
address. And so, up the hill to wit
ness a splendid exhibition, with 
thrills and spills. Ray Desrochers 
won with ·beautiful leaps of 141 and 
154 ft. Strong head wind kept down 
distances and made jumping tricky. 
Viscount Alexander then skied to 
Fortune to have a last look at the 
lodge. 'The vice-regal party com
prised: Frank Delaute, Ass't Sec'y to 
His Ex., Capt. Alan Pemberton ADC, 
Hon. Brigid Westenera, daughter of 
Lord RoSISmere of Irel&nd, and Sally 
and Percy Sherwood. A fast ride 
down Dunlop's on sugar snow. At 
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Old Chelsea pa;y;ed 
smashed in collision. 

Sunday, Feb. 3 

two cars badly 
Home at 5.45. 

(+22•): ·Mostly 
overcast. Hard and fast, so took 
Ridge Road to Keogan's. 'Met Bill 
Irving, Who says he .found paTtridge 
with broken neck. He had taken it 
to the chalet and left it with Barb 
to pluck and cook for dinner. CNR 
Recreation Club, Toronto, makes 
annual visit, with Cliff. Wonfor In 
charge. Bus load of RMC cadets 
arrive from Kingston, one fractures 
leg on Alexander Hill. To chat with 
old cronies Ross Keen and J. L. 
Wri~ht. Excelsior hard, but Bowl 
splendid. 

Sunday, Feb. 10 (+14•): Glorious 
day, fresh powder snow, brilliant sun· 
shine, trees cellophane-wrapped from 
recent rain. In by Switzerland, 
superb. ·caught up with the Mar
shalls, Irene Bennett and A. D. Wat
son. At Lockeberg, I. N. S. intro
duces Lawyer J. M. Coyne, grand
son of Dr. J. H. Coyne, sometime 
historian. H;ID~~ lodges and sun
benches thronged. Brig. Drury, De
fence Deputy Minister, present with 
cousin David D. A leisure trip around 
Dippers and Long Highland to e11joy 
fully beautiful scenery and marvel
lous conditions. Tracks on virgin 
snow tell mute story of nocturnal 
activities of animal kingdom. 
Brother George takes our picture on 
King's Lookout. A swift, smooth 
slide down Highland Fling and Bowl 
to meet up with •Shirley, who had 
taken another route. A day to re
member and ·Cherish when skiing 
days are no more! 

Sunday, Feb. 17 (+24•): Overcast, 
snowed hard all day. Canyon, then 
the Dippers· before lunch. Perfect 
sliding, but snow beating on the eye
balls created hazard on steep hill<:. 
Good crowd, including Dot Proctor 
and Arlette Pelletier, who have re
turned to the fold, and sister-in-law 
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Daphne, who ~makes an aimual tr;p. 
To •the jump· to see Lockeberg Cup 
contest, won by Ray Desrochers. 
Sky-riders handicapped 1 in soaring 
into snow-filled east ~ind. Home 
at 5.30, but Hazel and I labored with 
snow s·hovels till 6 to get car Into 
the garage. Who said old-fashioned 
winters had gone ·forever! 

Sunday, Feb. 24 (+23•): Mostly 
overcast, more fresh snow. In Can
yon, grand. Mac and Harmon decide 
to take Long Highland. and eat at 
Keogan's. Hazel and .. I .take Dip11er.s 
with Irenus Mix and return to For
tune for lunc,h. Harmon arrives· to 
say that Mac ~ got huril on Big Dipper 
and was in first-aid ·room. Mac in
sisted he had only· s'trained his back 
and refused to be transported. (It 

turned out that he had fractured 
two verte·brae.) Made our way slowly 
to LeMay's and I drove Mac's Stude
baker home. ·Conditions in general 
were wonderful, but change in pace 
caused casualties·, including Jack 
Peterkin, who fractured his ankle. 

Saturday, March 1 (+14•): Hazel 
and I off early afternoon for a week· 
end at Barbaloo, with the Bill Irvings. 
On skis with Bill and Elmer Cassel 
by 4 to have grand hike around Kings
mere Lake and ·back to chalet via 
Grimes' Hill and Wattsford's Lookout. 
Blue skies and granulated snow
perfect. After supper Junior Dunne 
drops in and Frank Benoit, Jr., 
arrives for ·the week-end. Ping-pong 
. . . and so to ·bed. 

Sunday, March 2 (+8•): Awakened 
·by bright sunshine and aroma of 
coffee, etc. Bill, ·the chef, serves 
bang~up breakfast-his pancakes hit 
the spot. On the trail by 10.30 (ex
cept Barb, who has to stay and mind 
little Wendy) . The grandest day 
ever- fast sugar snow, rose-colored 
clouds floating in azure sky. How 
Mac, encased in plaster from waist 
to chin, would have loved it! Many 
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on sun-benches despite chill breeze. 
Keith Davidson chides me for con
tinually referring to his "annual" 
visit, but admitted his first trip in 
so grand a season. Back to Barba
loo, as usual, port of call for passing 
skiers: the Don Brownlees, Tony 
Smialowski, Geo. Brittain et al drop 
in to say "Hello!" Drove home after 
dinner to end a perfect week-end 
with the best of hosts. Skiers are, of 
course, the elite stratum of human 
society- but Barb and Bill are right 
off the top. 

Friday, March 7 (+28•): Off with 
Hazel to Jasper in Quebec at 10 a.m. 
Road ·between L~chute. and St. Jerome 
quite Icy. At Ste: Agathe light rain 
set in, but quickly, turned to snow. 
Heartily received by Mr. Fusey, 
genial proprietor of Jasper. 

Skiing conditions were !ileal over 
Saturday and Sunday, altho' it snowed 
much of the time. It was a change 
to spend a long week-end away from 
everyday routine: marveHous 'skiing 
in daytihle, punctuated ·by luxurious 
meals; friendly conviviality in the 
evening, with entertainment and a 
bit of dancing thrown in; and rest
ful slumber at night. A highlight 
was the view from the top of Sun
set Mountain on Sunday morning. 
Up there among the snow-laden trees 
the sun shone brilliantly out of a 
cloudless sky, the visibility was per
fect, 1but huge -snowflakes drifted 
down in silent splendour. We renewed 
acquaintance with Alf. Binnie and 
Helen Layeux, still teaching the un
initiated to "bend zee knees". 'roo 
soon came Monday morning when 
we had to leave this Mecca of skiers, 
but the memory of it lingers . . . 

Sunday, March 16 ( + 13•): To pick 
up nephew -Morley Mitchell, then 
Harmon, and to drive to upper park· 
lng lot at Kingsmere. Mostly over
cast, light skim of snow on crust, 
treacherous change in pace. Ted 
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McDonald and two cute daughters 
Sheila (7 yrs) and Margie( 4 yrs), 
among small crowd. Mrs. Russ 
Smart, wife of hard-working racing 
chairman, claims she has hardly 
seen her husband since the season 
started. With Hazel to see slalom 
race of Skimeister. Chilly, so back 
to Fortune to visit first aid. Large 
staff, but just one ,patient: Ken 
Whitham, of the Dom. Observatory, 
who had gash above the ankle. At 
parking lot dropped my car key, 
eventually found by eagle-eyed Vera 
Elliott. 

Sunday, March 23 (+27•): Bleak 
and miserable, with varying precipi
tation: sn'Ow, sleet, freezing rain. 
Spent restless forenoon listening to 
weather reports and scanning the 
skies. Finally settled down to read
ing "High Bright Buggy Wheels". 
The dragging hours told why non· 
skiers find winters . long and week
ends "insupportable." May we long 
be blessed with the h.ealth to enjoy 
the King of Sports! The Junior 
Skimeister was run off, Anne Heggt
veit and Trevor Klotz ·being tied for 
first place. But Fortune Valley was 
deserted save for the competitors, 
officials and a few proud parents. 

Sunday, March 30 (+30•): Away 
at 9.30 of bright sunny morn. Lunch 
3;t Fortune, . meeting Mr. and Mrs. 
Broadley and son George (7 yrs.), 
of Peterboro ·Ski Club. Large attend
ance at Slalom to witness Cuspidor 
Trophy contest. The competitors 
were of ·both sexes and all ages, in 
masquerade costume. The course 
had gates set at crazy angles, and 
to top it all the racer had to crawl 
through a tunnel and climb over oil 
drums at the finish. John Bergeron, 
the organizer, wore tails and topper ; 
Miles Allan sported a Mexican serape 
and sombrero. But Lt.-Cmdr. and 
Mrs. Cook stole the show: George 
was Methuselah, with flowing robes 
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and long white beard and "Sonny" opened the creeks and the snow is 

was Miss Fortune of 1952, clad in a 

green satin bathing suit over long 

white underwear, and wearing im

mense artificial buck teeth. There 
were 58 entries and it was one of the 
mos-t .succes'sful-if one of the craziest 
-meets ever held. A collection for 
the Andy Tommy Fund yielded a 
tidy sum. Met Mrs. Maynard (nee 
Jackie L~o ~e) and daughter Dede 
(10 yrs.). Jackie has returned to 
Ottawa and soon her own girls will 
be competing for the Maynard 
Trophy! Sigurd Lockeberg had just 
returned from the Olympics where 
he repres-ented .the OSC (all expe!l>:>es 
paid , of coursei. A grand day of fun 
and fresh air in glorious spring sun
s·hine, with excellent skiing thrown 
in. 

Sunday," April 6 (+36°): Dark · and 
gloomy, prediction-s of rain. So to 
church to partake of Communion. 
But about :JO die-hards including the 
President and his good wife had 
braved the elements. The Canyon, 
Paradise Valley and thE' Slalom are 
still skiable, but heavy rains have 

rapidly being undermined. 
Easter Sunday, April 13 (+37°): 

Overcast and threatening, but with 
Hazel and Harmon for a last fling. 
Skiing is at ebb tide, .so .to walk to the 
top of Excelsior. Ridge Road and 
Canyon well covered. A few strag
glers at Fortune, including Fred 
Clifford and Sid Forrest. To chat 
with Ivan Buch -and Wallace Chris
tian from Johannesburg, South 
Africa. They had never seen snow 
till this winter! Fortune looked 
tired and forlorn- gone was the hum 
and bustle of the winter season-
Traveler's and Mort's were bare and 
bedraggled- no keen North wind to 
tinge the cheeks and send the blood 
cours·ing through the veins-no virgin 
snow brightened the prospect, nor 
yet did the springing verdure por
tend the renaissance of Nature. It 

was betwixt and between, and an 
anti-climax to a grand skiing seaso11. 
Light snow began to fall as we 
started up Fortune Lane, chan~iug 

to rain. Stopped in at Harmon's 
for a refresher. And so, home at a 
satisfied tha t this is the end. 

• Atop Sunset Mountain, 

Jasper in Quebec 
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COMPETITIONS 
by RUSS SMART 

L
AST WINTER the weather bless

ed us as it has not for several 
years and provided excellent condi
tions for competitions big and 
small on every week-end from the 
first of January right through to 
the annual 'Cuspidor' race held on 
the last Sunday in March. 

E'arly concentration on junior races 
and "C" class seniors under the able 
guidance of John Clifford, who ran 
off a slalom or downhill race for 
them every week-end duriug January, 
did much to improve the quality o[ 
competition and the re(;ord of our 
competitors· later in the season 
showed •the value of the experience 
gained in these early races. 

Improvements in the jump on 
Sigurd's Hill, accomplished by the 
magnificent effort of a group consist
ing mainly of non-jumpers, provided 
the club with one of the finest "A" 
class ·hills in Eastern Canada and 
promoted enthusiasm amongst ex
perieneed· as well as novice jumpers. 
The haul'S put in ·by Cec. Clark with 
the jumping group contributed 
greatly · to the . largest growth in 
jumping activity which has taken 
place here since the days when jump
ing and cross-country were the only 
forms of ski competition. 

The friendly co-operation of every
body concerned and the interest 
shown by the membership of the 
club as a whole was most gratifying. 
The racing committee wishes to ex
press its appreci&tinn for all the 
help which was unstintingly given it. 
and which made light work of what 
was a very heavy and long season's 
program of competitions. 

It is with pride that we list the 
following results of various events 

both at ·home and away. We are 
proud not only of those who have 
upheld the honor of the club by show
ing their heels to fheir various rivals 
in the major events~ but als•o of 
those who ·by their keenness and 
effort have raised their own s.ta11r 
dards and thus the general stan
dard of QUr local competitions. 
Familiar names have a habit of 
appearing at the head of the list 
when results are posted, and we were 
not disappointed last winter in this 
respect. The Gat!neau Ski Zone prize 
list contained the names of Anne 
Heggtveit, Dave Mcintyre, Mervin 
O'Neill, Art Tommy, ,Iohn Clifford 
and Ray Desrochers, to mention only 
a few. Fortunately new names alsu 
appear to shQW that the high tradi
tions set by familiar names of the 
past and carried on by the familiar 
names of the present shall always 
prevail. Last year we had ma.ny new 
names and the performance of those 
who held them gives us every reason 
to believe that this year and in the 
future they will become familiar. 
Joe Tr•avers·, Roy Ridgewell, Bob 
Irving, George Cook and many more 
placed their names at or near the 
top of the list in the Gatineau zone 
meets. 

At the Canadian Junior team 
Championship at St. ·Sauveur, an 
Ottawa Ski Club team con,sis•ting of 
Shaun Fripp, Peter Sneyd, Dick Por
ter, Dave Mcintyre and Lawrence 
Jones under the able management 
of Amby Quinn beat ten other teams 
to win the championship. Later in 
the season the club sent two teams 
to an inter-club slalom competition 
at Mount Gabriel. One of these, re
ferred to as the "tired old busdness. 
mens team" by a certain radio an-



Claude Richer at 
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Ray Desrachers at 
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Bill Irving 

Hazel Patrick 

Gladys Scott 
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nouncer we all kn<Jw well, and con
sisting of Guy Laframboise, Alex 
McDougall, Rick Marshall and Russ 
Smart nudged out eleven teams from 
various clubs in the Laurentian zone 
to C<lP the beer mugs. 

Both the Ontario Junior Ladies' 
Championship and the Taschereau 
Junior Ladies' class were won by 
Anne Heggtveit. 

Art Tommy, who was second t<J his 
brother, Andy, in the Quebec Down
hill and .Slalom Championships, won 
the Quebec Kandahar, bringing that 
famous trophy to Ottawa f<Jr the 
first time. John Clifford was third 
in both of these meets. Art went <Jn 
to place second in the United States 
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Eastern Nationals, and sixth in the 
United States Nation<als at S1towe, 
Vermont. 

In the . Quebec Taschereau, the 
Ottawa Ski Club contingent made <Jff 
with most of the prizes, Roy Ridge
well, S'kiing his first race in B class, 
won the Sidney Dawes Taschereau 
trophy while Mervin O'Neill, a club 
member but skiing for the Reg't de 
Hull, won the juni<Jr prize and the 
coveted Taschereau Cup. Lawrence 
Jones won the junior Class B men, 
while Anne Heggtveit won the ladies' 
junior Class B; Mary Ann Lyons won 
the ladies ' junior Class C. 

The Ottawa Ski Club champion
ship results were as follows: 

A and B CLASS MEN 

John Cliff{)rd ........ ·······---········-· ............... . 
J'()h.n. Fripp ······-·---······---·-····------····· ____ __ ... . 
Bob Irving ··········-----···-------····-··--···········-····--
F·rank Wood ........... : ................................... . 
Rick Marshall .......................................... .. 

Joe Travers -----------------------------------------·----·----· 
Pa.ul •Smith ................................................... . 
Mervin O'Neill 

Tom Donovan ------------------------------------·-- ···--
Bob Jones ................................... ·-------------
Gu:' Laframboise ....................................... . 
Glen Fraser -------- ----·--- ....................... ....... . 

Downhill 

1.04.8 
1.04.8 
1.07.6 
1.10.8 
1.09.4 
1.15.0 
1.09.0 
1.13.2 
1.17.0 
1.16.6 
1.33.4 
1.32.6 

LADIES' SENIOR 

Downhill 

Anne H eggtveit .................................... : .... .. 
Pierette Viau .......................................... .. 
Marylin S<Juthwell ................................... . 
Florence Brady ----------·-------------------------------
Pat Parkes 

1.11.4· 
1.15.3 
1.41.1 
1.16.2 
1.14.2 

JUNIOR 

Priscilla Murray ................ -+---------------------
BE>erly Kirby ............................ >,.= ........... .. 

Heather -McDougall -----------·-----------------------· 
Gail Irwin 
Ann k ·win ............................................. , .... .. 

1.19.0 
1.19.3 
1.34.4 
1.48.4 
1.43.3 

Slalom Combined 

1.31.4 1.18 
1.35.6 14.61 
1.45.8 14.84 
1.38.4 15.27 
1.42.6 19.51 
1.36.4 19.64 
1.50.2 21.80 
1.44.0 23.3·7 
1.37.8 24.48 
1.39.2 47.99 
1.37.8 56.27 
1.52.8 

Slalom Combined 

1.56.5 00.00 
2.02.2 9.09 
2.18.5 14.61 
2.24.1 20.75 
4.29.4 92.59 

2.41.8 5.89 
3.33.1 22.77 
3.13.5 39.87 
3.14.(1 57.97 
6.55.7 134.47 
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OTTAWA SKI CLUB 4-WAY 
TROPHY 

Senior 

Gordie B elot 369.7 

Claude Richer ------------------------------ 365 .2 

Roy Ridgewell ------------------------------ 362.3 

N elson Porter ---------------------------- 356.1 

Dick Hal-e ------------------------------------ 354.6 

Russ Smart ---------------------------------- 344.5 

Dave Midgley -------------------------------- 336.5 

Amby Quinn -------------------------------- 333.2 
Paul Smith ............ :....................... 327.7 

Bruce Kirby ---------------------------------
Ray Desrochers ---------------------------
Hal Westcott --------------------------------
Reg Lefebvre 

JuAior 

Dick Porter ---------------------------------
Mervin O'Neill ----------------------------

323 3 
ll21.5 
321.2 
315.1 

ll54.0 
348.8 

Dave Mcintyre ------------------------------ 343.1 

Bill Mcintyre -------------------------------- 340.5 

Lawrence Jones ------------------------ 339.9 

Peter Sneyd ------------------------------------ 336.i 

Shaun Fripp ---------------------------------- 333.4 

Darcy Coulson ------------------------------ 300.6 

Ed. Mcintyre ------------~----------------- 271.S 

CROSS-COUNTRY 

Senior 

Nelson Porter ------------------------ 55:37 

Gord. · Be lot -------------------------- 58:20 
Glen Lowes ............................ 1: 08: 22 

Dave Brown ---------------------------<1: 17: 16 

Junior 

:\iervin O'Neill ...................... 35 : 42 
Dave Mcintyre .................... 37:30 

Lawrence Jones ...................... 39 : 28 

Dick Porter ............................ 40: 01 

Bill Mcintyre ........................ 41: 52 

Peter Sneyd .......................... 44:31 

Trevor Klotz .......................... 59:57 

JUMPING 

Senior 
P oints 

Ray Desrochers ---------------------------- 106.!} 

R. Seguin ------------------------------------ 103.1 
P. Gerholt ------------------------------------ 101.7 

K. Michaelis -------------------------------- 98.1 

D. Colivas -------------------------------------- 95.4 

27 

Points 

T. Donovan ..................................... 88.3 

T. Redfern -------------------------------------- 88.2 
J . Clifford ------------------------------------ 75 .6 
S. Sjoerlund 

Junior 

G. Gravelle ------------------------------------
M. O'Neill .................................... .. 

s. Fripp ---------------------------------------
P. Sneyd ----------------------------------------

63.1) 

91.6 
83.3 

55.6 
55.3 

~~-l-li~-1111-~II-1111-III._III-111-II:I- NI·-IIII-1+ 
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NO BANANAS, THANK YOU! 
by J.S.P. 

Mr. John Da1s•t!rom, of Winnipeg, of the poor natives in Jamaica whose 
has written a pamphlet entitled "A very existen-ce depends on the .stabH
milder climate for Canada and how ity of the banana ma:rket. Hesid€s, 
to get it". According ;to Mr. Dal
strom, the Rocky Mountains are res
pons.ible for the s·everi.ty of our 
climate: the extremely high peaks 
prevent the balmy breeze.s. of the 
Pacific from r eaching the interior. So 
Mr. Dalstrom recommends that we 
simply remove the Rockies. He ·says 
all we have to do is evacuate the 
territory and blow the offendirug ex
crescencies to ·smithereens with 
atomic bombs. 

This makes u.s feel quite Sl3.d. Why 
should the mis·guided Mr, Da,l-strom 
sugg·est that we turn our wheat fields 
into banaua plantllitions? Just think 

'hariPf Ogilvy 
.. ' . . ' ' . . 

our wheat farmel1S are quite satis.fied 
to raise wheat-they don't know a 
darn thing about growing banana;s. 

If Mr. DaLstrom is so fond of bana
nas let him go to Jamaica or to the 
Fiji Is·land•sr-or to a much hotter 
place. . . We like bananas. too, but 
we have no intention of si·tting at 
home stuffing ourselves. with them 
every Sunday from December to April 
-we'd sooner go skiing. 

The atomic bomb menace is .real1y 
more serious than we realized. They 
will just have to put an end ·to it~ 
or to Mr. Dalstrom. 
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NIGHT· RIDERS' REPORT 
by D. MIDGLEY, Captain 

THE fall season is here again and 
once more the Ottawa Ski Club 

year book is being made up. The 
various' committee heads sit down 
and think over the previous year's 
activitie<s and make up the rep·orts 
that tell of work done both before 
and during the skiing s<eason. 

Most of the members of the Club 
start thinking of the Gatineau in the 
late ifall when the leaves change 
and again when the first snow falls, 
but, except for brief hikes to see the 
leaves, or occasional dreams of last 
winter'·s· skiing, seldom see the •siki 
hilis and trails as they appear to the 
Night Rider~. When Labour Day 
is over and summer is put away foJ," 
another year, the boys gather again 
at Fortune and prepare .to tackle the 
nev·er-ending battle against the rasp
berry canes and young trees that 
grow up during the summer. From 
the middle of September until, and 
sometimes after, the first heavy 'snow
fall -the work goes on. There are the 
s<ix main -ski hilLs.: Sl•alom, Morning 
Afte•r, Alexand·er's-, Mort's, Travelers' 
and Paradise Valley, plus the down
hilis: Oote du No~d, King :Mountain, 
and the Number 2 to clear and im
prove, •plus various· ·bridges to repair 
or rebuild, and .generally a few extra 
jobs to help fin in any spare time. 
Last fall we had to rebuild com
pletely, the bridge at the foot of the 
Morning After and replace the cros<s 
beams of the one in front of the 
main lodge. 

Another downhili was added to our 
collection during the fall. It was 
not officially named, but became 
known as "Deiour" becaus'e of its 
similarity to the song that goes, and 

al1ead," etc. In case you didn't notice 
this latest interesting addition, it 
starts beside the top of Sigurd's 
Jump and ends up in front of the 
lodge. It w:JJs not greatly used, but 
plans are afoot to widen H into a 
hill that would be an alternative to 
the slalom hill. 

The week-end of the Grey Cup game 
last year most of Ottawa's, fans were 
probably glued to their radios un
less they were fortunate enough to be 
in Toronto. So it was at Flortune. 
The Night Riders plus Johnny Clifford 
and some of Ms workers were listen
ing to the game-but not in comfort. 
The sld jump was only half finished. 
winter was almost here and we were 
working against time ·to finish it. 
We had a portable radio in a ·sheltered 
S<pot and lis•tened as we worked. The 
announeer would tell us •that it was 
a cold day in Toronto but he •should 
have heen standing on a slippery, 
snowy framework haLf way up slalom 
hill with the wind blowing acros•s the 
hills. 

The winter arrived very shortly 
after that and we soon forgot the cold, 
wet work of 1ate November . and 
started waxing 1skis in preparation 
for one of the· most successful skiing 
winters' in a long time. We were 
fortunate in that we had good skiing 
every week-end from the middle of 
December until the weekend before 
Easter. 

La·st winter, the Night Riders' rac
ing ability spread the name of the 
Ottawa Ski Club acros1s the Laurent
ian area as it has.n't been done since 
Bill Irving used •to ·take the Night 
Riders of •five and ten yearSl ago to 
various meets both in •t!he Laurerut-

I quote, "Detour, there's a rocky road ians and at Lake PLacid. We were 
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'?IE;;. 

~ 

The Tunnel, Cuspidor Race 

.·~ 

Rosalie Lalonde, Rosette Guillet 

Ossie Irwin, Caretaker, Margot Carman holding 
Nigger's head 

'• 
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Sun Bathers, Janet Parmelee in foreground 

Shirley, Hazel and J. S. Patrick, Harmon Cahill 

Quartet at Wattsford 's Lookout 
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all "B" and ''C" cla·ss skiers with nv 
outstanding stars, but everyone did 
well, especially at the Taschereau race 
at Mont Tremblant . In th~s race we 
took top honours in almost every class. 

This winte1· we will have ihe same 
group plus three or our former mem
bers who were at college and are 
back bringing with them the added 
knowledge picked up in intercvllegiate 
racing an<l. a friendly rivalry that pro
mises good. competition in the winter 
to come-they al·so know how to swing 
an axe. 

The following is a list of members, 
last year',s plus the new ones this 
year: 

Dave Midgley 
Vincent Midgley 
Don Burwash 
Don Barnes 
Doug. Minnes 
Bob Clifford 
Bruce Kirby 
l!ld. Hughes 
Bob Jones 
Harold Goading 
Roy Ridgewell 
Nick Krushnisky 
Ken Odell 
Arnold Midgley 

Tom Wright 
Glen. Fraser 
Ed. Hanna 
Byron Woods 
Bobby Tompkins 
Jon Creighton 
John Coleman 
Glen Lowes 
Bill Thomson 
Dave Brown 
John Reid 
Andy Davison 
Lawrence Jones 
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TRAIL RIDER REPORT 
by MORGAN HILDEBRAND, Captain 

TO start off .this article on the ac
tivities of the Trail Riders for 

the past s·eason, here are s·ome stat
istics on the man-hours spent on the 
trails, fall and winter. T.he man~ 

hour totaLs are based on actual attend· 
ance, a,UQwing nine hours. work per 
week-end· (Sa-turd•ay and Sunday) dur
in·g the fall, and three hours cross
checking on the trailS> each week
end in the winter. Two hour.s are 
allowed fm each Trail Rider assist
ing to set C·ross-country race courses. 
The total hQur-s spent working on the 
jump during meets are also included: 
Fall-1419 man-hours: 

Total Membership ...................... 24· 
Minimum attenda~nce .................. 4 
Maximum attend•aniCe .................. 20 
Average ........................... , .............. 12.57 
To save you the troub-le, this. works 

out to 113 hou'fiS per man. 
Winter-1050 man-hours: 

Total members·hip ........................ 20 
Minimum attendance ·----·····--··--·· 8 
Maximum attendance ................ 20 
Average atiendance .................... 15.33 
Hours per man ............................ 62 
There a.re the figures-! hope ·some-

body reads them! ·Statistics are very 
dull stuff, a.nd s·o if Y'OU have read 

Trail wa·s cleared and made usable 
again. This trail ruus from •the Tap 
of the World to the Nature Trail. 

We had large numbers or yellow 
and black A, B and C signs made and 
put them up so that no skier need 
become involved in a trail .that is 
too much for him. The St. John 
people have enough to keep them 
busoy. We alw had made some large 
biack-and-whi!te ·signs which we put 
up to direct foot traffic to the ski 
jump, so as. to keep pedestrian.s off 
the .ski trails. It wa•s a vain hope! 

On the 2nd of December, Trail 
Riders a:t work on the Bonnie Brae 
were surpri&e.d to he111r the skirUng of 
the bagpipes, The soound same srtead
ily closer and louder, and behold, a 
man in ·kilobs came hiking up the trail 
playing the pipes•, pa,S>Sied serenely 
by, and with measured stride descend
ed· Paradise VaHey, down Dun-lop's, 
and out of ·sight and s·ound. The 
bQyS quietly picked· up their tools· 
a.nd went back to Lockeberg Lodge. 
Obvionsly ha.llucinllltions· broughot on 
from over work! 
A~thQugh the fall work did not 

end until December 15oth, the annual 
Trail Rider party was held on Decem-

this far you should continue because her 1, aJt Riders' Roost. Bes.sie Tant 
it has to improve. 

Fall work ·started on the last week- . 
end in Septemb.er a:nd continued 
through until the 15th of December. 
A11 the trails were cleared of trees a;nd 
b-rush. Bridges were built at the foot 
of the Hmse Race, -on the Log Cabin 
Trail, and on the loast run on the 
Plea-san•t Valley Trail. The latter 
bridge removes the side hill from 
.this run and makes thi-s truly a be
ginners' trail to Camp Fortune from 
the Top of the World. The Survey 

was chief cook and managed very welol. 
Everyone ate far more thau wa.s 
good for him. Actually, the ·boys 
couldn't finish the second gallon of 
ice crea;m, which indicates the seri
ousnes•s of the situation. A Ci•tizen 
photogra pher came up and got a 
£i:ory, and took a picture which duly 
a p.peared in t he paper. 

After a c·ouple of easy week-ends, 
the white stuff appear ed in quantity, 
and on Jan. 1st, 1952, we •started cross 
checking, and were at it from then on 
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u!lJtil late spring. In addition to trail Verne Tant, who was 18th). 
maintenance and sunset patrols, the 
Trail Rider& undertook to assist the 
Racing Committee in conducting 
cross-country races. The Trail Riders 
bunted and cros&-checked all cro.ss
courutry courses, and when necessary 
provided .s.p·otters, timer.s, etc. On 
Feb. ~. th~ Tnil RiderS~ completely 
conducted the O.S.C. junior and senior 
races. 

The Jumping Committee asked the 
Trail Riders to as.stst at meets in 
cross-checking .the jump, keeping 
spect8Jtors out of the way, ·etc. This 
we did ·for the season. 

A highlight of the season was. the 
Ski Wiff Cross.-Country Rlace. It was 
organized by Harry T:homson ·and 
Sheila Hoare, and was open to Trail 
Riders• and visitors to Ski Wiff cabin. 
All Trail Rid~rs competed, except one 
who was taken Ill at the last moment. 
Ilea Ta.n•t (Mascot, aged: 3% yeal's) 
participated by riding in. Daddy's 
pack. 

There were two prizes- one for the 
fastest time, and the other, the cham-

Ap.parently the boys did not find 
normal skiing exciting enough, so 
took to bush whacking by the Slalom 
hill. It is a miraC'le that all survived 
urutil the s·pring. We'll have another 
go at committing suicide this way 
again this. year, no doubt. 

The Trail Riders made a:n effort to 
arouse some interest in the Pink Lake 
Tra.il, and organized a couple of trips 
to WrigMville. The response· was 
very disappointing, but the Trail 
Riders involved had a good trip any
way. Major Hancock was glad to 
see us, and· Mrs. Hancock provided 
excellent food as usual. 

We a,ssis•ted a.t the Beamish Chalet 
annual ski ca,rnJival by selling tickets 
- and nearly froze in the process. 
That is how we earned our admittance 
and beans. There mus•t be an easier 
way! 

Here is a list of the Trail Riders 
as of spring, 1952: 

',•· ' &;; 

..... 

M. Hildebrand, 
(Capt.) 

Bob Ainsworth 
Ian Boyd 
Bill Chambers 
Bob Conn 

Trail Riders cross-checking the Jump 

John Garland 
Pete Gilman 
Kent Guthrie 
John Hummel 
Dale Jackson 
Dill Scott (Lieut.) 
Dave ·Mahoney 
Barry Milks 
Gerry McManus 
Pete Patten 
Harry Pettigrew 

pion·ship, for the person finishing in 
the particular position which corres
ponded to a number drawn before the 
race. Ian Boyd had •the ·fastest time, 
and Ilea Taut won the Ch•ampionship 
by finishing 19th (.1 second after 

Doug. Shone 
John Shoosmith 
Bob Syme 
Verne Tanrt 

This fall, work got under way as 
u•suaL We have a number of new 



36 

hands, and so it looks as If the main 
problem this. s.eason is going tD be 
finding enough bun·ks. ln addition to 
working on the trails we have fixed 
up .the bunkhouse by splashing five 
gaHons of paint on the floors, and 
adding a sink and water tank-prac
tically all the comforts of home. 

This is the Trail Rider ·Story for 
1952, up to the present. H ha;s !)een 
a good year for the organization and 
we are looking forward to bigger and 
better .things. In closing we would 
like to thank the Ott-awa news·papers 
for their 
functions. 

coverage of Trail Rider 
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GATINEAU PARK SKI PATROL 
by KEN MARSHALL 

FOR many years the Ottawa S•ki 

Club from time to time made vain 
attempts to organize a ski patrol. 
In the meantime, members of the St. 
John Ambulance Brigade, under the 
abl-e leadership of Howard Bergin. 
carried on their valorous work "Of 
caring for the injured under extrem
ely difficult conditions. Most of the 
time they were informed of a casualty 
by a passing •skier and had to do the 
l"Ocatin·g and hauling unassisted. in 
addition to rendering firs·t ·aid. The 
increase in developed hillS· and of 
skiers rapidly made the stituation in
toler.a ble. 

Fortunately in 1950. Doug. Mcintyre. 
who was instrumental in organizing 
-the Laurentian Ski P·atrol, was trans
ferred to ottawa. In close collabora
tion with the St. John Amb. and the 
FDC, Doug. formed the Gatlneau Park 
Ski Patrol, which would cover the 
entire area. About 24 members were 
recruited and early in 1951 they 
attended a course in first aid given 
by Howard and Alvin Bergin. 

Without delay, the members of the 
Patrol commenced their duties. While 

proved that warmth is the 
efficacious treatment ·for it. 

most 
-' 

Here is the routine procedure: when 
an accident occurs, the patroller sum
mons his partner (there are at least 
two on every hill) and they render 
first aid; the S•leigh is then brought 
to the spot, the patient placed on it 
and taken to the nearest lodge. In 
the meantime, a St. John man is 
despatched from their headquarters, 
who on arrival checks the work of 
the ski patrol and makes a temporary 
diagnosis. (It should be noted that the 
FDC has provided inter-communica
ti-on by telephone between Keogan's, 
Camp Fortune and Lockeberg Lodge). 
If -the injuries are minor, the patient 
is treated at the firSit-aid room, Camp 
Fortune, but otherwise he is trans
p.orted to Dunlop's, and taken to the 
clearing station at Old Chels-ea in .. th·e 
S.t. John ambulance. Here more 
complete treatment is given and, 
when necessary, the patient is taken 
by ambulance to a city ·hospital. 

While the primary function of the 
Patrol is locking after the injured, 
a second duty is the prevention of 

the main forees operated in the Camp accidents. It is the responsibility 

Fortune area, the other points were 
in charge of the following members: 
Ken Nolan, Beamish Hill; Mountain 
Lodge, Clayton Emery and Verne 
Moore; Vorlage Hill (Wakefield) , 
Frank Cooper. 

The main duty of the Patrol is to 
render first aid on the scene of the 
accident by easing the S•uffering of 
the patient, making him comf-ortable, 
and seeing that he is kept warm. In 
skiing acciden·ts, shock is the most 
dangerous feature; and it has been 

of each member to caution reckless 
or careless .skiers. A s.kier out of 
control is a danger to all. Any skier 
who is warned should take notice 
that the Patrol acts with •the author
ity of the FDC as well as that of the 
Ottawa Ski Club. In other words, a 
warning from a patroller cannot be 
ignored with impunity. 

In the interests of safety, the Patrol 
urges all skiers to r emain wit·hin their 
limitatioi!JS. The trans and hills are 
now marked " A" "B" and ."C", so if 



38 OTTAWA SKI CLUB 

+·I-AU- II II-IIII-1111-IIli-IIU-IIIi-II.-1111-IIII-IIJI-IIU-IIII-IIII-IIM-ftii-HU-IIII-1111-IIK-IIII-IItl-llll-llll-u~-+ 

I . . 
j ATTENTION, SKIERS! l 
! What Protection Have You Against Accidents? I 
l -SEE - I 
I • . A. GORDON McLENNAN & SON ! I . 
j INSURANCE AGENCY ! 
• Office 63 Sparks Street Residence ! 
t 2-1134 OTTAWA, ONT. 2-0194 ! 
. I 
+•-m•-nn-uu-mr-uu-nn-urr-nn-m•-nu-un-nll-un-m•-uu-•u•-lllr-m•-an-•n-u<~-••~-liu-nu-utl-11.;'• 

+u-ml-~nu-:m-t•r-l: ~--llll-llll-llll-1111-llll-llll-llti-UII-1111-JIR-IIII-UII-IUI-IIII-IIII-tiii-IIU- UII-IIII-IIIi-1+ I . . 
j A Complete General Insurance Service 1 

j COMMUNITY INSURANCE AGENCY I 
:II WM. T. TROY ~ 
j Fire, Automobile, Surety Bonds, Plate Glass 1 
• Accident and Sicknes;o •.: 
! 202 QUEEN STREET PHONE 3-3327 OTTAWA 
! ! 
+1-UII-1111-tlll-1111-llii-UII-IIII-UII-nn-~n-IIII-IIN-IIII-tiii-NII-IIII-MN-IIII-IIII-IIIt-llli-1111- ::;-Uit-'lll-n+ 

T•-u••- ••u-•m-t:u-Kn-•uo-•:n-m•-•m-lll!- llll-IIU-1111-lln-MII-ml-llu-uu-Nn-m•-•m-uu-•m-uK-uu-• t 

I . I 

. DANIEL KOMESCH, D.C. j 
CHIROPRACTOR 

X· RAY 

DIAL 4-2391 

109 METCALFE STREET 

i 
I 
1 
i 
i OTTAWA I 

+•-•m-m•-nn-n:J-on-ml-1111-ml-nll-lt~-ml-l:ll-1111-nu-u n-nu-uu-·m-mr-,ul-nn-.m-un-ll!l-un-ll.f. 

RENTALS and REP AIRS 

COMPLETE § 1\ I STOCKS 

223 BANK STREET PHONE 2-2464 

+·-•·"-rrn-llll-nu-nll-nu-nn-llll-un-un-IIII-1111-IIU-nn-••n-~o•.-•.,,-,,u-1111-lln-•·"-"'·-••• •-"u-•••-"+ 



YEAR BOOK 952-53 

you are a novice, please avoid all 
"A" hills and check well on 'B" 
slopes, if yQU should attempt them. 
Tow riders are Tequested to wait 
until the person. ahead has passed the 
safety marker. This ·prevents th-e 
poss,ibility of pile-ups. Another thin·g, 
if you ,s·ee the odd coloured flag on 
a slope, shun it like the plague. It 

i'sn't a slalom pole, it is a "dang·er 
spot" marker. 

The season of 1952-53 will be the 
third season ()f operation for the 
Patrol and we expect to make much 
progress. A schedule is being drawn 
up to rotate the patrollers as to 
locality each w-eekend. It is felt that 
a change of s-cenery and contacts will 
sharpen up the patroHers and provide 
a more effeotive service. A head
quarters along the lines of the Night 
Riders and Trail Riders would do a 
good deal to boost tlze morale of the 

Patrol. Our only meeting place now 
is the first aid cabin at Fortune. We 
also need mor-e equipme.nt and first 
aid supplies. One of the most pressing 
needs is aR additional sleigh, for use 
at bhe Alexander Hill. 

Patrol members may be ea·sily re
cognized by their distinctive "bauge 
of office" (designed by the Bergin 
family) and by the first a.id kit they 
carry. We are ready and willing to 

Loading a casualty 
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render every service that .falls within 
our line of duty and ask you to give 
us y·our fullest co-operation. 

So from the Ski Patrol, here's for 
tons of snow, a gre'at season, and 
Ski Heil! 

ST. JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE 

SKI PATROL ACCIDENT REPORT 

Gatineau Park Ski Zone 

Compiled and submitted by Howard 
Bergin, Divisional Supt., Ottawa Am: 
b~lance Div. No. 73, and Captain of 
St. John Ambulance Ski Patrol. 

Fractures and suspected Fractures: 

Male Female 

Upper limbs ........................ 2 0 
Lower limbs ........................ 19 8 
Spine .................................... 1 1 
Fracture-disloc. upper 

limbs ................................ 3 0 

25 
Total 

9 

-34 
Dislocations ........................ 1 2 
Concussions ........................ 1 3 
Sprains and strains .......... 21 11 
Internal injuries ................ 2 1 
Contusions (closed 

wounds) .......................... 1 1 
Open wQunds .................... 23 15 
Burns and scald·s ............ 4 1 
Eye injuries ........................ 1 0 
Systemic disturbances .... 3 4 
Miscellaneous .................... 8 3 

90 50 
Grand Total 14-0 
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Viscount A lexander receiving !oving cup from President Marshall 
(Phot c- by T . \ ·. L ittle ) 

Watching the jumpers at the take-off, Sigurd's Jump 
(left to right) J. S. Patrick, Miss J. Fear, Capt. Alan Pemberton, ADC, 

Hon. Bridgid Westenera, His Excellency the Governor General 
(Ph oto by PIP.rre Nor mand in ) 
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FAREWELL! 
by J.S.P. 

IT was with mixed feelings that on 
Saturday, ·February 2nd, our mem

·bers foregathered at the Joe Morin 
slalom hill .to bid fareweH to His 
J<Jxcellency, Lord Alexander. Ever 
since this distinguished soldier and 
great gentleman had been Governor 
General of Canada he had frequented 
our trails on every opportunity. He 
was not a patron in the usual formal 
sense. Hi•s E~ceHency skied with us 
and ware our badge, which he showed 
to our lodge checker jusrt as any othet 
member doe~· (and he had it sewn on, 
as· they don't all do!). On the other 
hand, as Governor Gen-eral and patron, 
he att~mded our meets, presented tro
ph~es and performed many other fun:C
tiorus~often at a sacrifice of valuable 
time. 

We felt proud that His Excellency 
had mingled with us in his own 
modest, unassuming way. But we aLso 
feLt >sad that the day of parting ~·ad ar
rived. 

At Lord Al-exander's reque-st we had 
arranged an exhibition of jumping on 
the eve of His Excellency'·SI departure 
to Eng.land to asmme the heavy res
ponsibilities of MiniSiter of Defence. 
Sev•eral sky riders were imported 
from -.Montreal to make the meet more 
interesting. 

The Vice-Regal car, which turned 
out to ·be a baJttered old ·Chev, used 
as a gen•eral purpose vehicle around 
Rideau Hall, chugged into the Alex
ander parking lot about 3 .p.m. A 
few of us, led by Mr. Marshall, were 
on hand to greet His Excell-ency. 
Everyrthin·g was going fine when an 
FDC truck das·hed up and out popped 
an irate driver who shouted in a 1:o-

that car out of here or I'll . tow !.t 
away-!" rt~took some time to convince 
him that even if there was no special 
permit for the old Chev, it had to 
stay. Vis•coun•t Alexander is the only 
Governor General to have had a park
ing lot named after him, and it cer
tainly would have been ironic to get 
a ticket for parking In it. 

Before the meet started an inform
al ceremony t-ook p-lace in .the Locke· 
berg Lodge. The President, Mr. Mar
shall, presented to Hts Excellency a 
sterling cup made by Sigurd Locke
berg, Honorary President and crafts
man extraordinary, as a memento of 
his skting days: in Canada. 

Here are Mr. Mars•hall's words: 
"Your Excellenc.y, ·the Ottawa Ski 

Club has hall the houour and the 
very great pleasure of y-our company 
at a number of special events• during 
your term of office as Governor Gen
eral of Canada. On>e of these was the 
occasion of the official opening of 
Lockeberg Ledge and Sigurd's Jump. 
Another wa-s the opening of .the new 
downhill which we we·re proud to 
name the Viscount Alexand·er Hill. At 
impor·tant championship meets, you 
have been kind enough to present 
trophies to the winners, thus adding 
to the importance and glamour of the 
prize. Apart from thes-e special 
events, you have been an enthusiastic 
devotee of skiing. 

"This afternoon we should like you 
to play a different role. Instead -of 
being a dis·peuser of trophies we wo.rild 
like you to be a receiver of one. It 
is the conviction of the Ottawa S·ki 
Glub Executive that you richly merit 
the cup which I shall present to you, 

whom-it-may-concern manner. "Get and the Executive merely echoes the 
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sentiment of all our members and a 

much wider circle of skiers through

out Canada. 

OTTAWA SKI CLUB 

Unfortun<ately, we have no record 
of the text of Viscount Alexander's 
:ceply. A recording machine was 
turn;ing blithely while His Exc·ell€ncy 

"Your dis>tinguis,hed patronage of gave a sparkling, wi·tty, if somewhat 
and active participation- in one ·of the 

finest if not Ute best of winter sports 

ha.s enhanced its popularity and given 
im'Petus to its dev·elopmen,t Your 
interest in jumping, for example, ha.s 
been a factor in its revival in Ottawa. 

"Your name, Sir, is becoming a 
legend in these Ga.Uneau Hill·s, which 
are now more widely kn·own in Canada 
because of your interest and ac·tions 
in them. We shall never ,forget your 
friendliness. to all our members; your 
efficiency in unsnarling traffic on the 
Meach Lake Road; your excellent per
formance as a firefighter; how you 
earned the lifelong gratitude of the 
dean of our jumping activities by con
!lo!ing him in hospital where he fretted 
with a broken collarbone; how you 
shared our homely lunches and t€as 
in the lodges. These 11nd many .other 
reai!y democratic a.nd human acts will 
be a cheri·shed record in •the annals 
of the Ottawa S'ki Club. 

"Skiing is a wholesome ·and heaJ.thy 
sport which contributes to the deve
lopment of fine Canadian manhood 
and womanhood. We are grateful 
thlalt it has had the active support and 
intereE,t of one so di6tinguished aud 
possessing such fine qualities. We 
a1sk you, Sir, ·to accept this cup as a 
token of the high regard ·and aff·ection 
we have for you and as something 
t:angible which may remind you of 
the Ottawa Ski Club and the Ga.tineau 
Hills, where you found relaxation 

nostalgic, response. But there must 
have been a hitch somewhere, for th€ 
diS'C was blank. 

Our beloved Governor General, how
ever, thanked the club for this part
ing gift, commenting on the beauty 
of its workman·ship amd sta.ting tha-t 
it would always remind him of the 
happy hours he had spent on the G.a
tineau trails. He regretted that Mr. 
Lockeberg was not on hand for the 
occasion. (Sigurd had just left for 
the Olympic Games.) 

His Excellency said that, since in 
his new post he would probably be 
required to vi·sit Ottawa, he might 
bett·er park his skis in the Lockeberg 
lodge. In this way he would los·e 
little time getting out ou the trails. 

In the course of his remarks, Vis
count Alexander stres·sed how !or
tuna.te the Ott:awa people were to 
have the Gat!neau H~lls at their very 
door, and how thankful th€y s·hould 
be that the Ottawa Ski Club, under 
the leadership of public-spirited direct
Ol1S, ha.s provided skiing f·aciUties un
excelled anywhere in the world. 

A SIPlendid ski-jumping conteSit, won 
by Raymond DeSlrochers, was' run off 
·by Cecil Clark and his. committee. 

After the meet Lord Al€xander, 
practically a.lon€, skied· over to have 
a'; l11s.t look at Camp F'ortune, thence 
to the Dunlop parking lot, whither 
th€ ADC, Capt. Alan' Pemberton, had 
driven in the aforementioned Chev. 

Thus another historical event has 
!·rom the duties of your high office. been recorded in :the colourful annals 
With this cup go all our best wishes of the Ottawa Ski Club. The next, 
for happiness and success in the we ho-pe, will be the return of our 
greater tasks to which you have been most distingui·shed Honorary Lif€ 
caUed." Member. Earl Alexander. 



GovERNMENT HousE, 

OTTAWA. 

Btb February, 1952. 

Thank you for your letter of February 5th. I 

nm most honoured that the Ottawa Ski Club should make me 

a life member, and I am delighted to be able to wear their 

We shall indeed nope that the future will brtng 

some opportunities for me to come back and enjoy the 

sk:1-1ng. 

1 should like to extend once more my thanks, 

an~ very best wishes to the Ottawa Ski Club, and to you 

pe r sona lly. 

Mr. Harbert Marshall, 

OTTAW,A, 

Letter of thanks received from His Excellency on his being made a 
Life Member of the Club 

" 
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AN OUTLINE OF SKIING 
by KENNETH H. PRIOR 

IN NORWAY and Sweden the htstory 
of skiing ba,s been pursued with 

great interest, and skis have been 
found which date back 4,000 years. 
These were dug up in old swamps 
where they had been preserved by 
the water. 

But apparen.Uy skiing dates back 
further than this, because stone-age 
rock carvings ·Of men with skis on 
their feet have been •found. There is 
81lso evidence tha•t the Aryan·s, fore
fathers of the white race, who origin
ally came from the Black Sea and 
the Ca.s·pian Sea area, used -some form 
of skis• in their wanderin.gs. that 
brought them to northern Europe. So 
skiing Is. not really so new! 

Oompeti-tive skiin·g started in Nor
way when, in 18•79, a number of skier~ 
from Telemark put on an exhibition 
of ski jumping on Huseby Hill near 
Christiana, now Oslo. The local boys 
came ·down over the jump riding a 
s•tick and crouching, fearful of drop
ping over the edge of the .take-off. 
The Telemark cha:ps, however, came 
·swooping off the lip of the jump, 
landing far down and s.Jiding grace
fully out into the flat to finish by 
means of a turn, now the "Telemark" . 
The Christiana -s.kiers answered th-e 
following year with an improved 
s.tyle of jumping. The long pole was 
discard·ed, and the upright position 
of jumping and running was adopted. 
They !lll:so added a n-ew turru, now 
k-nown a s the "Christiana". 

These early beginning-s became a 
memory and the ·site of the national 
competition was estabUs•hed at Hol
menkollen in 1892, where it is main• 
taiued .to this d-ay. 

An i!soJated conte s•t of speciaJ inter
eSit was a lmvg distance race held art 
Ja kkmokk, in Swedish Lapland. It 

started at 6.00 p.m., April: 3, 1884, and 
finis-hed the foH.owing day. (The dis
tance was 220 kilometers, about 137 
miles) . The real hero o·f this conteSit 
Wl\S Aprnit Arrhman, a bandy-legged 
Lapp from Siskastammen. He only 
heard of the race through a friend, 
who chased after him while he was 
on a wolf hunt. Weary from a struggle 
wlith three wolves which he had over
·taken on ·skis, he had scarcely lain 
down to rest when the friend came 
upou him. Arrhman, who was very 
p·oor, :thought of the prize money and 
hurried over 100 kilomet-ers• to rea,ch 
the starting liue ju,g.t bef-ore •the race 
be-gan. He ate a brt of salt herring 
while the specta-tors laug.h-ed and 
poked fun at his short bandy legs. 
He ran all night, lost his way several 
times, but finished only ·el·even 
miuutes behind the winner. When the 
race wa-s over and the other contest
ants had gone home to bed, poor 
Arrhman -started out -on another woN' 
hunt to make up for lost tim-e. His.
t-ory tells· us· that he skied over 600 
kilometers in four or five days. H e 
met his death hy drowniug iu 1934. 

Among the fi·r>st to realize that the 
-type of ~kiing .that had d-eveloped in 
th-e Scandiuavian countries w-a.s un
suitable to ·the mountainous -terrain of 
the Alps was Matthias Zdarsky, an 
Austria-n· eccentric who had retired 
to a hermitage near Lilienfie,td· while 
stiH a youn.g man. After reading th~ 
"Fir-st Cros,s-ing of Greenland" , a book 
by Nansen. a Norwegian (could thi.s· 
be the man whom the Nan,sen -trail 
at Mont Tremblant was named -aJ!Iter?) , 
in which skis played a great part, 
Zdarsky decided t o take up skiing 
and for the neX!t ·six years he ·skied 
•alone. There w-a.s no Ga:tineau Z-one 
Ski P a trol t o warn 'him ·against t his 
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practice! In 1896 he published his 
"Li.Iienfield Skilauf-Technik". Zdarsky 
pl•ayed an important role in populariz
ing the sport an~ raising the early 
·S•tandlard·s of downhill .skiing, he, hflw· 
ever, rode a p<>le. 

The Alpine skiers• continued to fol
low Scandinavian precedent in com
petitive mwtters an~ awarded their 
championships on the combined jump
ing and c·ross country. It is a ·strange 
paradox that the development of down
hi!'! and •slalom racing •should have 
been started by the British, who had 
to leave their own conn:try in order 
to ski. 

The first Eng>lish language book on 
sliding wa•s "Ski-Running" by E. C. 
Richard.son (19(}4). The •second Eng
lishman to exerci-se an interna tional 
influence on skiing was Vivdan Caul
field who published "How to Ski" in 
1911. This was followed by "Skiing" 
by Arnold Lun·n. This book contain-ed 
the first advocacy of downhH! racing. 

The map of Asia shows that "Kan
dahar" los a city in Afghanistan and one 
wonders how a name such as this 
would become '3/lmost an everyday 
word •to mod-ern -ski·eis. Thi·s· iS! be
cause a special cup was presente1i by 
Lord Roberts of Ka-n~ahar in 1911. 
for the first annual downhill ·ski race. 
The trophy bec-ame known as the 
Roberts of Kandahar Challenge Cup. 

The ·style competition was an- in
vention of the Norwegian-s, who had 
organ~zed such competit ions as early 
as the nineteenth cent11ry, and w-as· 
given :the name "&la.lom\\Y". It proved, 
however, impo&s ible to deviRe any 
sys<tem ·Of marking f·or ,&tyle which 
was not arbitrary, -and· as a r esult 
they were unpopular wi.th -competitors 
and fell into disuse. 

The British stm felt, ·however, that 
the downhill event should be com-
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plemented by some form of competi
tion that would •tes-t skill. Arnold Lunn 
therefore thought of .racing th·rough 
pairs of flags placed on the sJope. 
No marks were awarded for style. To 
this new form of race the old name 
"sla.l10m" was given. In 1924, bP. 

founded the Kandahar Ski Club at 
Muerren, Austria, especially to elli

courage •slalom ·a·nd downhill racing. 
Today the Kandahar Club's simple K 
badge is one of •the most pr.ized· of 
all club insignia. In 1932, after the 
win by a Canadian, George Jost, the 
Kand·ahar Club presented to the Cana
dian Ama•teur Ski Ass ociation the 
Quebec Kandahar Trophy for annual 
compeUtion. However, much difficulty 
was &tiH met with in gettin•g interna
tional recogni-tion of t hese events. 

The next ally · of the British was 
Hannes S·chUE;ider the founder of the 
Arlberg Ski School in wes•tern Austria 
and -the most famous &ki teacher ·the 
sport has ever known. In 1928 Arnold 
Lunn vtsited St. Anton, the head
quarters of the Arlb'erg School, and 
set up a -slalom for them. T-his was 
a great -succes•s. The Kandahar Ski 
Club then presented a cup to be 
awarded on the combined results of 
an in•ternational downh!H and slalom 
race and to be known as· -the Arl'berg
Kandahar ·Oha llenge Cup. The sla:lom 
a nd downhill races were fir-st recog
nized by the F.r.s. (Federation Inter
nationale de Ski) in 193(} a-n1i the fimt 
F.r.s. downhill -and s-lalom races wer-e 
helid in 1931 at Muerren. They were 
first included in .the Olympic games 
in 1936 at Garmish-Pa rten-churchen, i.n 
southern Germ-amy. 

Henry Sedziak an·d I had ·the honour 
of meeting the great Hannes ·Schnei~ 

der 1-as.t winter at North Conway, New 
Hamp-shire. where he hrus his• ski 
school ·on Cranmore Mountain. Now 
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67 years old, he came 'there in 1939 
at the invitation of the late Harvey 
Gi!}son, the man who endowed the 
s ki development in •that area. Mr. 
Schneider wa& very plea.san•t to tal-k 
to ami recogn-ized my Ottawa Ski 
Club badge. He said, "You are from 
Ottawa, Canada, I see." 

This is but a short outline of the 
development of .sikiiD'g, and my only 
hope Is that the members enjoy ·read
iug it half as much as I did in making 
the research on ·the subject. 
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THE FIRST PAIR OF SKIS 
by HENRY LANGDON PRESTHOLDT 

WHILE .I was. visiting Telemark, my 
boyhood h(lme in Norway, I 

learned how <the winter of the h!g 
·sllJOW and a fl'aming love affair un
knowingly contrived ro ·brjng about 
the invention of skis. Ano ohl. man 
about 88 years of age, living in Mor
gedal, Telemark, told me thl·B· story 
about the fks•t pair of ~kis: 

"Look up there," he said·, as he 
pointed to a1 cabin high up on. a rhl.ge 
of moull!tJains. "It i& n.ot the· man 
living there now, but his grandfather, 
Ole, who made the first pair of skis. 
I.t: ·happen-ed this way." 

"Ole ·h•ad fallen in love with a very 
attractive girl on the far side of the 
valley and in early July, while they 
were together at their favorite try
:SJting J}l:ace under a s.Hju keUen (wil
low tree), a gauken, (.Mediterranean 
cuckoo), the bird of love a nod affection, 
alighted. on: the tree-and with its 
plaintive notes easily convinced the 
pair tlhat they were made for each 
other. As .they were God-fearing, re
ligious people, they believed that this 
was surely an Act of Providence. 
Many times that evenin.g they pledged 
their .true love and vowed ·that before 
Whiotsunt!d·e they wou.ld unite in· holy 
wedl<>ck. 

"But late that year it began to sn<>w 
as it had nev:er s-nowed before, and 
for six long weeks· a white blanket 
spread over the land till all the roa.d·s 
were blocked and it was utterly im
possible for either man or home to 
travel. There being neither mail nor 
telephone service in those days, Ole 
had n.o way to write or talk to his 
sweetheart. 

"For him t here followed ·many 
sl-eep-less nights of mental torture. In 

wild dreams Q.Ie was cruelly haunted 
by fears and the apprehension that 
he would never see his loved one 
again. It was on one of those vi'Olent 
nights, when ·the blood WlliS run'I1ing 
riot in hiSI veioo-that a thought came 
to him, 'I must make something that 
will enable me to walk on top of 
the snow'. 

"Early the neXJt morning with a 
plane and auger he ·fa.s·hioned a pair 
of thick boards into the first s·kis 
ever used by modern man. In those 
ellirly days, since there· were no 
leather straps and no rope, he was 
obliged to resort to the old-fashioned 
method of his fore-fathers for making 
a rope. He cut frozen birch saplingsr, 
thawed them ou•t over the open hearth, 
twisted them like ropes to make them 
pliable, and then- after boring h<>les 
from s1de to side on the rough ski.s 
- with the twisted birch, he made 
l'Oops for the instep and the .support 
of t·he heels. 

"He encountered many difficulties 
on his first try, but with the promise 
of love as a stimulant, he finally 
managed to acquire the necessary 
technique 'to maintain his balance 
anrd slowly made progress toward his 
loved one on. the far side of the valley. 
It was a s·ui'Ce.ssful journey and by 
the time he arrived at his lover's 
house it was late even.fng and dark
ness covered the land. 

"After tears of joy and ·hearty em
braces ·his fiancee s-uddenly gave a 
shudder and asked, 'But Ole, how did 
you ·get here?' She wa.s suspicious, 
fi"ightened, and superstitious, too. 
'Did rthe troll (gnome) rhelp you?' SJhe 
questioned. 'Are you sure t:hat a de-
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mon fairy didn't aid you in · crossing 
the valley?' 

"But h€ assured her that in day
light he would be able to demonstrate 
how he had negotiated the distance. 
W·hen morning eame he exhibited the 
crude E-kis aud showed her how he 
used them. In showing his skill on 
.the deep snow, Ole inadvertently 
made the sign of the Cross. Impress·ed 
by •the significance of this coincid€nce 
th·ey both knel•t in silent prayer, and 
than:ked the Lord for Ole's successful 
journey. 

"There <m the thre~?:hold of her 
father's cabin Ole reached deep in 
his. pocket and unfolded a paper con
taining a ring. 'Let us• go and get 
married,' h€· urged. Bu.t as far In· the 
distance a:s she could see, the snow 
lay deep aud threa,tening. She re· 
membered her parents warning and 
realized th€ va,stnes.s and the dang€r 
of a climb across the mountain to the 
old stone church. 'Ole,' s'he pleaded, 
··we must wai·t; we have only one 
pair of skis-waH until the gauken 
sing.s again and then we will get 
married'." 

Since that day long ago, when Ole 
made the first pair of S<k!s, ·s·k!lng 
has become an international •s•port and 
the making of skis an important in
dustry throughout the world. Mil
lions of skis are made every year 
but instead of us-lug heavy rough 
boards manufacturers now use lami
nated wood which. makes t•hem flex
ible and light weigh•t. Skis are usually 
made from hickory boards which are 
sandwiched together under heat and 
pressure using only glue for ·th€ ad
hesive agent, but this glue is so 
powe rful and waterproof that no 
matter how the skis are used, or 
whatever abuse they must take, the 
glue line will be unaffected. -

OTTAWA SKI CLUB 

If you had visited the land of the 
midnight sun, this year, you would 
have .s·een the 1952 Olympics In 
Oslo and the men of Morgedal, 
marching 1,000 Sltrong in a torchlight 
process•ion •to commemorate t•he great 
invention· of s·kis~the "love-invention·" 
which made it pQssibloe for man to 
travel on top of the .snow and to 
jump through the air as much as 
265 feet. 

There, each year in F·ebruary, you 
wiU also ·see HolmenkoHen Day, one 
of the greatest sporting oevents In the 
world. · 

Norway, the land of the Midnight 
Sun-is truly a place of historical 
treasure and fun. 
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THE 1952 OLYMPIC SKI EVENTS 
by SIGURD LOCKEBERG 

The 1952 Olympic Winter Games, 
held in Nor-way, were a huge success 
and a marvellous. exhibition of s'kill 
and endur·ance. Top-notch athletes 
from most countries met in mortal 
combat for world honors (}n snow 
and ice. A!:; ·often ha.ppens, some of 
the highly-ra.ted favorites failed to 

lause as they soared gracefuHy 
tJhrough space and landed lightly far 
bel.ow. Our own Lucien Laferte from 
Three Rivers drew a hearty laugh 
and loud cheers when, after a spill in 
which he lost both skis, he picked 
them up and bowed graciously in 
all directicms, as though he were 

Arnfinn Bergmann, Olympic Champion 

live up to expectations, much to the 
dismay of their supporters, while 
(}therg. les·s fav<JTed to win snatched 
first honors. 

The most .spectacular event and 
what the majority had come to see 
was, of coursoe, •the special jumping 
competition. Some 150,000 people, 
the largest audience -ever assembled 
at a ·ski meet, turned out to watch 
this thrilling exhibition of daring and 
skill. Visitors and Norwegians alike 
received well-earned cheers and app-

putting on an act. Were they really 
demanding an encore? He showed 
pron<>unced talents as a movie ·actor, 
besides being a good skier, and would 
perhaps "go places·" in fHmland. 

The hero of the day was Arnfinn 
Bergmann. A thunderous applause 
rang out as he completed his last 
jump and appar·en-tly had ·a firm hold 
on the gold medal, with a comf<>rtable 
margin in points <>ver h!sr nearest 
rivals. Two · year·s residence in Can
ada, away from the usual stiff opposi-



52 

tion, had not impaired his jumping 
form, but rather given him added ex
perience. We shall ·hope ·and believe 
that Ganadian skiers· ·have benefttted 
by his presence ov·er here. The only 
Canadian entry besides Laferte was 
Jacques Charland, also from Three 
Rivers, who placed 25th, a very credit
able performance in such a select 
gath·ering of ski jumpers. 

The national anthem ·of the many 
countries competing were played over 
the loudspeaker.s and their skiers were 
likewis·e informed in their native 
tongue of how they fared individually. 
The judges' points for style and the 
length of the jumps were shown on 
large tablets when each jump was 
completed and ·by using the new, s-im
plified system of s'coring, it was easy 
to figure out each skier's standing 
at all times. 

The Royal family was present as 
usual. King Haakon, now 80 year·S 
old, has not missed a Holmenkollen 
meet, fi.ne weather or foul, since c~m
ing to Norway in 1905. Crown Prince 
Olav, popularly called the "Ski Prince" 
has competed on even terms with all 
others in major meet.s, ·bringing home 
hi~· sh-are of .the silver. 

All ski events, except the downhill 
and giant slalom, were staged in that 
wo·nderful ski terrain, "Nordmarken," 
which includes the famous Holmen
kollen jumping hill, situa.ted within 
Oslo's city limits. This f<Jrtunate 
situation made .the grand show avail
able to the greatest number <Jf people 
and wa.s largely instrumental in mak
ing this world ski meet a moSit glori
ous success. 

The g.i•ant slalom and downhill 
events required a course with grea.ter 
vertical drop than anything .to be 
found in the Nordmarken· area. The 
nearesrt suitable 'Pia:ce wa.s· NorefjeU, 
a couple of lH>Urs' bus ride from Oslo. 
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The scant amount of snow and a 
pos·sible depletion by rain or extrem
ely mild weather h•ad thooo In charge 
of operations worried to a consider
able degree and an al•terna:te course 
wa.s held in readiness at Voss. This 
district had 5now in abundance, being 
situated farther north-west, but quite 
far from Oslo. As it can be reached 
only by railway and has insufficient 
hotel accommodation, comparatively 
few spectators could have a:btended. 
This' had to be avoided at any cost, 
so an army of some 500 men went t<J 
work putting the original course at 
Norefjell into shape. Every stone, 
stump or other obstruction wrus re
moved and all small hollows filled. 
Snow was ga:thered in from the ·sides 
and packed down ·so that a faulotless 
·course was ready in time for the ·big 
event. 

In one way the meagre snowfall in 
the Os,lo district was really a blessing 
in disguise, making it easy for people 
to reach the scene of •action without 
having to wade through deep snow. 
Hardly a flake fell during the whole 
s·eries, although the ·sky was overcast 
most of the time. With the tempera
ture around the freezing point or just 
a few degrees below and no chill wind 
blowing, conditiolliS were jus-t abQUt 
ideal from the spectator's. point of 
view. Consequently the huge crowds 
in attendance enjoyed every minute 
of their outing. Only once did the 
weatherman fail to pleas·e. This 
happened in the ·evening of the clooing 
ceremonies, when a •thick fog settled 
over O.slo. A capacity ·Crowd of 'some 
30,000 people could hardly see across 
the arena and the colol'ful fireworks. 
intended tJO be s·een miles away, were 
barely visible to those right on the 
spot. 

The cross-country races Sltarted and 
finished at ·the foot of .the jumping 
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The Holmenkollen Jump, Showing Olympic Crowds 

hill, where the large crowd had a 

splendid opportunity to watch the 

hard-fought battles of speed and en

durance. Excitement ran high as 

favorites crossed the finish line in 

what seemed to be record time, only 

to be beaten later by mere ·Seconds. 
Cross-country ski racing is just about 

the ultimate in· hard work and phy
sical condition plus skill and detP.r

mlnation are the '<111-important factors. 

Such qualifications are typical of the 

Firnns, who take thi•s form of skiing 

very seriously and therefore carried 
home a ,su-b-stantial share of honors. 

The gruelling 50 kilometer race which 

the Sca·ndinavian countries value 

highest was- won by Finland's Veikko 

Hakulin.en with an elapsed time of 

Oll!lY 3 hm., 3 min., 33 .sec. followed in 

little more than 5 minutes by his 

coun,tTymarn Kolehmainen, 3.38.11, Nor
way's IDstenstad, 3.38.28 and Olav 

Okern, 3.38.45. The 18 Kilometer race 

wa-s won by Norway's young star 

Hallgeir Brenden in l.Q-1.34, closely 

fo}ilowed by Findland's Tapio Makelra, 

1.02.09, Paavo Lon.kila, 1.02.20 and 

Heikki Hasu, 1.02.24. The ladies' 10 

kilometer race was almost a clean 
sweep for ·the sturdy Finnish women, 

who took 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5-th place, 

with Sweden number 4 and Norway 
number 6. 

Finland also won -the 4-man Relay 

Race followed by Norway, Sweden, 

FTa.nce, Austria, and I-taly in that 

order . The combined Jumping and 

Cros·s-Country eveii!ts,, foremoSot in 
the mind of Norwegian skiers 

and eollJSidered -the mosl!. diffi

cult 'branch· of skiing, 'Stirs up most 

discussion on the poSisible outcome. 

The winner of -this becomes noth

ing less than a national hero, pro

vided he is a N()rwegian, of course. 
Their hopes were fulfilled when S-imon 
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Slattvick, a previous' Holmenkollen 

champion, finished first with 451.621 

points. Excitement ran high when 

he pll!ssed over the last hurdle with 
a nearly perfect second jump before 
the jubilant audience. Heikki Hasu, 
of Finland, also rec·eived. his share 
of applause when he made two ex
cellent jumps. to be reckoned in with 
his winning time in cros·s-country 
for a total of 447.500 points. Sverre 
Stenersen of Norway finished 3rd 
with 463.335. Paavo Korhonen, of 
Finland, was 4th with 434.727, then 
came Per Gjelten, of Norway, in 5th 
place, 432.848, while 6th place went 
to another Norwegian, Ottar Gjer
mundsharg with 432.121 points. 

In the ladies' Alpine events Andrea 
Mead Lawrence, the well-known star 
from U.S.A., d~isplayed superb tech
nique and speed to win both the 
regu:ar slalom, followed by Dagmar 
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Rom of Austria, and the giant &lalom, 
with Ossi Reichert of Germany in 
second place, winning two gold medals 
for the U.S.A. Trudi Jochum-Beiser 
won the ladies' downhiH with Anne
marie Buchne·r of Germany next. 

Othma.r Schneider, Qf Austria, 
placed first in the men's regular 
slalom, with Stein Eriksen of Norway 
in &eoond place, while Stein Eri&sen 
won the giant slalom, followed by 
Christian Pravda of Austria as, number 
two. The mens' downhill was, another 
hard-fought event, with the renowned 
Zeno Colo, of Italy, rushing down the 
mountainside at terrific speed to 
finish in 2.30.8, a mere 1.2 seconds 
ahead of Othmar Schneider. Stein 
Eriksen had to be ,gatified with 6th 
place, with an elap&ed time of 2.33.8, 
just 3 second,g behind the winner. 
That is how close the contest ended, 
which was the case in all six Abine 
events. 

The Holmenkollen in summer 
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The general feeling among all con: 
cerned was that Norway had done 
a marvellous job of the whole show
and it was no smal_l undertaking. To 
provide competent jud·ges and other 
race ·officials was comparatively eaJSy 
as Norway has plenty of these. Hous" 
i!:ig, transportation ·and communica
tion facilitie s were more seriou-s pro
blems, but here again aH went well. 
Telephone, telegraph and radio equip
ment was provid·ed at the •Scene of 
action in all everuts and highly apprec
iated by the newspaper men. The 
newly completed Viking Hote-l, near 
the east railway station, s·erved as 
headquarters where a competent staff 
of interpretators was available at all 
hours. Oslo had doone its best as 
hoot to the ski world and hopes to 
see man~ of these Olympic visitors 
again. 
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FINAL OLYMPIC STANDING 

(Gold, Silver , Bronze Medals, Po ints) 

G. S. B . P . 

1. Norway ----------·--- 7 3 6 104.5 
2. U.S.A. ---------------- 4 6 1 77.5 
3. Finland . .............. 3 4 2 64 
4. Austria --·-·------·-- 2 4 2 54 
5. Germany ------···--- 3 2 2 41.5 

6. Swed.en -------------- 0 0 3(4) 29 
7. Hol•land -------------- 0 3 0 24 

8. Switzer laud ------ 0 0 2 23 
9. Italy ---···----------···· 1 0 1 22 

10. Caruada ................ 1 0 1 15.5 
11. E ngla nd ------------ 1 0 0 10 
12. France ------···------- 0 0 1 10 
13. Hungary ------------ 0 0 1 4 
14. Czeehos.lovakia. .. 0 0 (1) 3.5 

Editor's note: This article came in 
too late for editorial comment. Mr. 
Locke berg is the dea.ru of the club 
and· was jumpi<ng champion of Can-
ada in 1914. Hils eye-wit'IIIess descrip-
tion of the· 1952 Olympics• is a v·alu-
able con<tribution. -J.S.P. 
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THE WEATHERMAN REPORTS 
by F. W. BAKER 

IT IS the middle of May and the 

countryside is a sight of entrancing 
beauty, but in the mid;;t of a!H this• 
ec;;tasy of nature your weatherman 
must 1ook ·back •at •the departed winter 
and in kindly words speak reverently 
of the dead. Here at Ottawa it is 
the middle of May before we can, 

it an over again piecemeal-a mighty 
·.tough ·thing to have to do in the 
middle. of May. 

On the night of November 2nd the 
firs•t snow of the season began, and 
by 8 a.m. next morning 6.50 inche;; of 
wiruter •adornment lay on the ground 
and to this• was added ·an addit ional 

with rea.sonable safety, use -th·e word 2.00 inches. This was. an all-time re-
"dead". so we ;;•hall now p·roc·eed to 
write the obituary of our past ·skiing 
season for the benefit of the rec·ord 
and those who l-ove to reminis•c·e. 

I should like firs•t to take a look 
at our pas•t winter ws a whole. It 
made . ·the fourth jn a row of what 
we call "ewsy winters". We speak 
of "easy winters" very largely in 
terms of monthly temperllitures and 
to a les;;er degree the amount and 
distribution of snowfalL 

Every month of last winter was 
milder than normal, with Fehruary 
being the second mildest on record lllt 
t•he Experimental Farm in 62 year:s. 
The mean for ·the four mouths worked 
out to 20• above, being 3 degrees 
hf.gher than normal _for the combined 
months. The whole winter .produced 

· 25 days· with below· zero temperature·, 
while normally we can expect 36 days~ 

The winter began wi·th a bang in 
snowfall, w~th November and Decem
ber producing ·a total of 45.65 inches 
of snow. January, Februa'l'y, MaTch 
and April had less than normal ·snow
fall. The season ended with a total 
of 95 .85 inche-s agains.t the normal 

cord snowfall for so early in the 
season, and in making this observa
tion we are not forgetting that par
ticula·r storm in October 1933 which 
the natives apparently will never for
get, and love •to tell about with such 
fabulous exaggeration. The next day, 
November 4th, am>ther 1.50· inc·hes 
of snow was measured and two day·s 
later on the night of i'he 6-th 2.50 
incites were again added, making a 
total 12.50 inches. All this •snow came 
in the first six days of November, an 
unequalled occurrence. But this 
wllls.n'•t all. let's take a look at the 
tempenlitu'l'e.s that travelled along with 
this mid-winter snowfall. Beginning 
with the 4th the minimum tempera
tu'l'e.s for -three days in a row were, 
11 o, 13 o and -3 o. This latter reading 
of -3 degrees is llln o utstanding record 
in low temperature for so early in. the 
season. In the pas.t 62 year& at this 
fa.rm it is noted that November sub
ze•ro temperatures have averaged one 
in every .th'l'e-3 years and never before 
the 18th of the mont•h. In November 
1951 we have ·three deg'!'ees below 
zero and 12.50 inches of snow on thP 

of 86.58 inches. Snow never at any 6th of November. not a bad staTt on 
time during the winrter exceeded 18" 
In depth on the open fields, with very 
little d•rifting. 

We have given you a Tough over-aH 
pic·ture of the winte'l' season, now let 
us go bacl!: rto the beginning a.nd J.ive 

winter in any man's language. 
But alas. dear .skiers, thin~s ju.'llt. 

couldn't be so good as· all this; for 
tied in a:t the end of rt-ha.t lasrt 2.50 
inches of snowfal-l was 1.11 inches of 
'l'ain. By the 15th of November five 



YEA R B OOK 9 5 2 - 5 3 

more d•ays of rain had occurred., with 
a week of day t·emperatures as fol
lows: 38, 44, 39, 37, 50, 57 and 54 
degrees. 

Well, it was a nice dres.s rehearsal 
for win•ter and we were ·back where 
we started. Elev·en typical fall days 
were experienced and then winter 
made another try with 3.25 inches 
of snow on the 26·th. followed by two . 
cold days, one of them dipping into 
sub-~ero weather again. This com
paratively s.mall try was quickly liqui
dated. by ten days in a row in which 
d•ay •temperatures never d·ropped be
Low 40 degrees. This brings us up 
to the 8th of December and marked 
the end of fall weather. Tempera
tures began to dip from thi.s •point 
and lig<ht s·nowfa:l1s put In their appea·r
ance, •so our winter ma.de •a proper 
start ·on well-frozen ground. Snowfall 
increased rapidly to abnormal propor
tions, with real fros.ty sub-zero d.ays 
t() pres·erve it. By the end of Decem
ber over 29 inches of snow had fallen 
in 23 days and iliis added to what 
had faHen and melted in November 
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rain began which continued up t o 
early afternoon of the 15th. That af
<t:ernoon inspired the ins.crription of the 
fo1lowin·g· into the official record•s
"A very pleasant balmy spring-lik e 
afternoon". Tempel"aturres reached 
46° on tlhis afternoon and by next 
morning were back to 15°, with clear 
ski·es, ·but the .s·pell wasn't over yet. 
The 17-th put us back into f.reezlng 
rain again forom noon till during the 
night, with t!he thermoroeter .trying to 
keep pace with such fickle weath·er 
by running from 3 o below zero in 
early morning •to 37° above during the 
night. T.'he 8th was just "another ·day," 
w<ith a littleofsunshinethrown in. During 
•bhe night of the 19oth the elements 
tried snoowfall ag~a:in .bu•t injected too 
much warm air into the mixture and 
it ended up in rainfall again. 

This snow ami rain· marked the end 
of this s•pell of mixed up weather 
and on the 21st we were back into 
true win•ter conditions, with •a clear 
cold day followed on the morrow by 
cold easterly winds with a good old 
fashioned snowstorm that laid down 

made a total of 45.65 inches of snow, 4.70 inches of snow. Winter reigned 
being considerably in excess of the 
normal figure for this period of 26.71 
inches. 

The firrs.t week in the New Year 
added 4.40 inches of •snow to keep the 
country•side pure and white and ·every
body was happy. There followed 
·tlhree days of below zero weather ami 
the fueL merchants had that oheery 

supreme for the remainder of January 
with 5.50 ln:ches of snow and a real 
wiruter btte of 33 deg•rees below zero 
occurring wtthin the last week to erud 
the molas.ses month. 

Many people have the idea •th111t 
the end of January puts us over the 
hump of winter. The past winter was 
a great boost to the philosophy of 
these idealists, since February proved ring in their voice whe·n they called 

for .temperatur es. The ·next four days to be the second mildest one in the 
e rer_yboay a.ntl then on~ ,&V' a/~J/o./qr./ao./ ..reco?W..., ar 

~·n one tJfle Centra,/ I!Jrperime01tal Ji'arm, Ot
that never 

once every 
S'ature throws 

%.90 ine'hes 

tawa . J.t is rather in-conceivable that 
thts tough little month with i-ts re-

putartion for handing ·out stiff winter 

weather should only record one day 
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more days of rain had occurred .. with 

a week of day temperatures as fol

lows: 38, 44, 39, 37, 50. 57 and 54 
degrees. 

Well. it was a nice dress rehears•al 

for win•ter and we were hack where 
we started. Elev·en· typical fall days 

were experienced and then winter 

made another try wtth 3.25 inches 

of snow on the 26·1lh. foHowed by two 

cold days, one of them dipping into 
sub-:ooro weather again. This com

paratively s•mall •try was quickly liqui
dated by ten days in a row in which 
day •tempera·tures never dropped ·be
low 40 degrees. This brings u,s up 

to the 8th of December and marked 

the ·end of fall weather. Tempera
tures began to dip from .thts ·point 

and lig;h.t snowfalLs .put in their appea·r
ance, •so our wiuter ma.de •a proper 

start <Jn well-frozen- ground. Snowfall 
increased rapidly to abnormal propor

tions, with real frosty sub-zero days 
t<J pres·erve it. By the end o·f Decem

ber over 29 Inches of snow had fallen 
in 23 day·s and tlhis added to what 

had faHen and melted in November 

made a total of 45.65 inches of snQw, 
being considerably in· excess· of the 

normal figure for this period of 26.71 
Inches. 

The fi'I'S.t week in the New Year 
added 4.40 inches of snow to keep the 

country·side pure and white and every
body was happy. There followed 

tlhree days of below zero weather and 
the fuel merchants ·had that oheery 

ring in their voice when they called 

for .temperature.s . The next four day.s 
belonged to everybody and then on 

the 13.th of January tlhere began one 
of ·tlhose spells of weather that never 

fail to pop up at least once every 
winter in which Mother Nature throws 

everything at us. 
T-hi-s ·spell began with 2.90 inclJ.es 

of sn<Jw, and 24 hours· lwter a f·reezing 
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rain began which continued up t o 

early af.ternoon of the 15th. That af

ternoon inspired the inscll'ipt iou of the 

for.Iowing iuto the official records
"A very pleasant balmy spring-like 

·afternoon". Temperatures reached 
46° on .tJhis aftern-oon and by next 

morning were back •to 15°, with clear 

skies, ·but the s·pell wasn't over yet. 
The 17.th put us back into freezing 

rain again from noon till during the 
night, wHih t!he thermolJieter trying to 

keep pace with such fickle wea.ther 
by running from 3• below zero in 

early morning ·to 37• above duriR·g the 
night. The 8th was just "another day," 

W'ith a little •sunshinethrown in. During 
the uigh•t of the 1!J.th th.e elements 
tried .g·nQwfall -a.ga.in but injected too 

much warm air into the mixture and 
it ended up in rainfall again. 

This suow and rain marked the end 
of this spell of mixed up weather 

and on the 21st we were back into 
true winter conditions, with a clear 

cold day followed on the morrow by 
cold easterly winds with a good old 

fashioned snows torm that laid down 
4.70 inches of snow. Winter reigned 

supreme ·for the remainder of January 

with 5.50 inches of 1>now and a real 
winter bite of 33 deg•rees below zero 

occurring within the last week to end 
the molasses month. 

Mauy people have the id~a •that 

the end of January puts us ·Over the 

hump of winter. The paos:t winter was 
a great boost to the phi!QSOphy of 

these idealists, since February proved 
to be >th.e second mildest one in the 

his•tory of climatological records at 
tihe ·Central Experimerutal Farm, Ot

tawa. H ls rather inconceivable that 

th1s tough little month with H.s re-

putwtion for handing out stiff winter 

weather .should only r ecord one day 

below ze:ro in the · whole month. Norm-
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·ally, 11.5 such days- are •recorded and 

as many ws 21 <Lays have occurred 

in February. A significan.t fea;ture 

was that so mild a month- &tatistically 

should have had .such slight effect on 

the snow lying on the fieMs. This is 

explained by the fact thart the gain 

in temperature during February was 

mostly at n•ight and so wen ·dLstribuif:ed 

that very little adual thawing took 

place. 
This gives a framed photograph of 

February but possibly a short detailed 

picture would be nice too. The month 

began wtt:h what subsequently proved 

to be 1the mildest part of the whol~ 

month. T1he ·irrst five days were defin

itely mHd and included the only rain 

of the month, centering on the 4th. 

From the 5th on there followed six 

days in a row with light snowfa;lhl·. 

Tihen from the 12th-to the 16th s.tands 

February's best attempt at cold 

weather with daily minimums of 1, 

-8, 1, 2 and zero, polished off with 

an eight-inch sriow storm on the 17th. 

This s•eemed to take ·11111 the sting out 

of February and the remainder of the 

month saw many days: that chalked 

up gains on ·the moon temperature, 

while snowfall was Hgh1t. The month 

ended with the modest total snow of 

15.70 inches, with eight inches of this

·total falling in one day. 
Thus we come to the last chapter 

of another . winter--4ihe month of 

March-a month capable of reproduc

ing anything we experie')lced in the 

whole previ0us- winter-a montJh tha.t 

has varied in temperature from 78" 
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a-bove to 34• below zero and has ·pro

duced !Tom 44.75 inches of ·snow down 

to nothing -at all. A month wi-th a 

teTI"ific potential, bu•t which never fai1s 

w bring along 'spring, with the song 

of the ·robin in the tree top and the 

song •&pa;rrow in the brush pile. 

Maroh- had just nicely begun wh-en 

we got light rain-and heavy snowfall 

aU in 1the one mi~ture. This was on 

the 4th and it gave way to four days 

of light snowfall ending on the eighth. 

Two days later we were back to rain, 

beginning on the nig1ht of ltJhe lOth 

and contin-uing most of the next day. 

Over an inch of ra,in fell and wa,s 

absorbed- into the snow cover. No 

doubt niuch of it went right through 

to the frozen ground beneath, just -a 

fiMt reminder to old mother eartJh 

below -that her winter slumber was 

coming to an end. A week -of f-rozen 

wea;ther followed. end,in-g the period 

with the last storm of ilie win~ter oi:i 

the 19th, WJhen 4.50 inches of snow 

were measured. A little more s-now 

fell ~n ilhe 24·tili. Or March and the 

26th to write "fini·s" _ _.to snowf.all for 

the winter of 1951-52. 

Well, we promised -that _M-arch al

ways brin·gs us spring, and spring di~ 

come somewhe-re betwe~ these last 

li!;'ht snow-fall~~>, but -the occasion was 

practical-)y_ U~I!Pti~~. . The winJter 

was reluctant · t~ part with its white 

raiment and clung _tenaciously to it 

until well into ApriL In -th-e middle 

of April the -official records at -the 

Ex·perimenta:l Farm s-tated ·that there 
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were four good size patches of ·snow 

in front of <the main office. The se, of 

cour&e, were the remains o•f what had 

been good big drifts. 

It was a winter in whioh snow on 

.the open fields never exceeded eight

een inohes at any time during the 

win·te·r. It waSJ a season in whic·h 

seV'erity was left out of the piotu•re 

and reading both way.s from normal, 

a bnormal was rarely used. An "·easy 

winter" was well deserved by the con

dition'S just experien ced. In this de s

cription of course we must leave out 

the pre-winter wea•ther that o ccurred 

in eilirly November . It is the core of 

the winter tha,t we are mainly con

cerned wi::ll. Summar y from Novem

ber to March, inclusive : mean tem
perature 20°, t-otal snowfall 95.85 
inches. 
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how small . . . you'll find your answer 111 

our varied selection of prize awards. 
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Enjoy skiing better by using our convenient 

bus service to Camp Fortune and Meach 

Lake. 

A special service on Saturday, Sunday and 

holidays from MacKenzie Ave. 

For Further Information 

PHONE PR 7-1688 

HULL CITY TRANSPORT 


