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Editorial Comments 

Until now the stress in this Annual has always been placed 
on text. The goal has been better articles: more interesting, more 
Vlaried and better written, which in itself is a splendid objective. 
A comparison of past Year Books will ·show that steady progress 
has been made in this respect. Apart from this, the book has 
been bri,g.htened up by more pictures and fairly attractive covers. 
But art work in the accepted sense was completely absent. This 
condition is about to be remedied. Miss Kaye Ide, one of our loyal 
members, who also happens to bE: a. profe'S·sional painter and 
art teacher has consented to be art editor. Owing to the fact that 
Kaye was conscripted at the last moment and th:at she is a very 
busy woman, wonders cannot be expected in this issue. However, 
basic changes will be instituted in the layout which we hope will 
quickly bear fruit. Saturday Night dressed up its presentation
why can't we! 

However, the call for text still goes out. The meat of this 
publication will 1always be good readable and interesting text. If 
you cannot manage a full-length story, send in an anecdote of one 
paragraph. Under the heading "Pot.,Pourri" we could print a 
number of little events that happen around Fortune from time to 
time during the winter. These could be informative, humorous, 
tragic or even contain a bit of kidding----but not abusive or cruel. 
But remember the deadline: !September 15, 1950. 

* * * * 
In the matter of official reports, Mr. Marshall in ' 'A message 

from the President" strikes an optimistic note and tells in a general 
way what has !been done this year. Being a conlfirmed trail skier 
he laments the falling-off in this time-honoured form of skiing. 

The report on racing is given by Bruce Heggtveit, the director 
in charge of this department. He definitely proves that the O.S.C. 
racers are second to none in getting there "fustest". 

Verne Tant, Captain of the Trail Riders, tells somethihg about 
the activities of this organization. Verne, however, is mostly 
famous for the exploits of his precocious daughter Ilea. This young 
lady took out her Junior membership at the comparatively tender 
age of six months, and before the winter was over had gone down 
the Humdinger (in Verne's knapsack). 

John Clifford reports the work of the Night Riders. For the 
benefit of new members it should be explained that this corps 
is unique in the skiing world. It is composed mainly of high 
school boys, who are given overnight accommodation !OITid certain 
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other privileges in return for work done on the trails and hills and 
construction projects. Founded by C:apt. Joe Morin immediately 
following the first War, the Night Riders of the Canyon is an 
organization full of years and tradition. It is hoped that new 
reauits will he made to realize the high honour of ·being accepted 
into this distinguished institution, and that they will strive to 
maintain the high standard of efficiency and conduct and the glor
ious traditions established over the years. 

In his report of the Traffic Corps, Hal Heggtveit makes his 
usual appeal for safe skiing, and calls for recruits. Hal has mel
lowed somewhat since last year, for instead of giving us the devil 
for recklessness and la·ck of thought, he chides us mildly and 
gives us a poem with a moral. 

Doug. Carman tells us to "Please Speak Up" and say just 
what we want in the way of hills and trails. He also contributes 
"Riders, Assorted", which straightens out the confused situation 
of having two volunteer corps called "Riders" with somewhat 
overlapping duties. 

We are again indebted to Howard Bergin for a comprehensive 
report on first aid. Unfortunately space would not permit the 
publishing of all the tStatistics he supplied, including a comparative 
casualty list of the past three years. Although comparisons are 
"odorous", we cannot help noticing that the 1948-49 list shows that 
only nine fractures (or suspected ones) were reported at Camp 
Fortune, with all our hills and trails, while at a certain well-known 
hill clors·e by there were eleven! I must take back what I said last 
year about the girls being weak in the mid-section, for the figures 
on ''gastric disturbances" reveal that the men had tummy aches 
to the tune of four to one! 

Mr. Baker of the Experimental F:arm has given us a close-up 
of the winter of 1948-49. It is rather a sad tale he tells, and we 
don't accept his excuse that the weather was excellent for non
skiers . If he can't .give the skiers a better break we ought to 
fir·e him. 

If you want to get the low-down on how your money is spent 
be sure to read "That 1Ski Clu:b Racket" by Bob McGiffin. Bob 
is in personal contact with the members more than any other 
director, and hears all the "beefs". For a long time he has kept 
his tongue in his cheek, but this time he really goes to town. In a 
good-natured, :bantering way Bob tells just what the member gets 
for .his money, and throws a good deal of light on what goes on 
behind the scenes. 

* * * * 
Without casting any reflection on the other special contri

butors, the sp:arkling piece "It's a Disease" by Blair Fraser must 
be featured as a highlight of this issue . . Mr. Fraser, as you all 
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know is one of Canada's foremost writers and radio commenta
tors. ' He is Maclean's Press Gallery reporter, and gives his ana
lysis over the C.B.!C. of items of Dominion-wide interest, which 
means forever meeting dead-lines. But in spite of this Blair, 
who is a member of the club, has taken time out to write a story 
for our little publication. 

"Irish Interlude", by our good friend Kathleen McElroy, pro
vides a pleasant relief among the articles that deal with skiing. 
It is an interesting story and well told. But surely, Kathleen, 
you didn't :go all the way to Irel:and without kissing the Blarney 
Stone! 

We are glad to publish an interesting and instructive article 
on the forestation of the .camp Fortune area written by Howard 
Kennedy, an outstanding authority on this subject. An inveterate 
skier, Major-1General Kennedy served with distinction in both w:ars, 
and is now Chairman of the Eastern Rockies Forest Conservation 
Board. 

There is also a piece on skiing in Switzerland supplied by 
Miles Allan of Allan's Travel Service ... we can dream! 

We are indebted to Mr. J. S . .Simpkins for the excellent series 
of cartoons "The Beginners". 

Your editor, as usual, wrote ~a few odd bits including his ski 
diary, just to dill in the picture. 

* * * * 
The members will welcome the clearing and streamlining of 

the Practice ·Hill by the F.D.C. and the Night Riders. This hill 
has the advantage of 'being a moderate slope that any middling 
skier can take; proximity to the main lodge; and for those young 
folks who tire so easily-a ski tow. It has been suggested that it 
be renamed Paradise Valley, which is not so far out. 

The older members will be glad to hear that Ken. Tupper, late 
Director of Engineering at Deep River, was· recently appointed 
Dean of Engineering, University of Toronto. Some years ago, 
when Ken was working with the Research Council he gave much 
time and skill to the club in laying out and developing some of 
our best hills. 

There has always been confusion regarding the spelling of 
Traveler's Hill. Our contributors seem to favour two "l"s, and 
even whe~ spelled correctly, with one ''I", these meddling compo
sitors insist on inserting another one. I finally gave up, resulting 
in complete lack of uniformity. The history or legend of the name 
goes this w:ay: Many years ago, before this slope had a name 
and when it was still covered with trees, it was a really dangerous 
hill. One year the Traveler's Insurance Company, Hartford, paid 
17 (or was it 27) claims for accidents occurring on it. Ever since 
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the well-known accident company has been getting free :advertising 
to enable it to make up the deficit. Therefore, it is Traveler's, the 
Oxford Dictionary notwithstanding. 

The latest club romance is the marriage of Gladys Stitt and 
Joe Scott, and all members of the club will wish the best of luck 
to this popular couple. 

An interesting museum has been opened in the old Booth 
summer residence on the way up to the Booth parking lot. Miss 
Juliette Gauthier is the curator, and indeed the owner of many 
of the exhibits. The displays are arranged in several rooms in an 
attractive way and include antique French...JCanadian furniture :and 
household utensils; old prints and documents; and above all, Indian 
relics and handicraft. But why not drop in to see for yourself? 
It is not yet known whether the museum will be open all winter, 
but if the heating problem Clan he solved, it will. 

To all those who assisted in any way to make this book a 
success, I extend my persDnal thanks.-J. S. P. 

Annual Fees Ottawa Ski Club 
Senior, $6; M'arried Couple, $7 

Intermediate (over 13 and under 18 years of age 
or High \School Student) . . .. . .. $4.00 

Juniors (under 14) ..... ..................................................... 1.00 

One Dollar Rebate on Seniors', Intermediates', and 
Married Couples' 

Fees, Paid Before D(J;te of An'YIJU(J,l G'eneral Meeting. 

All Fees Payable :at McGiffin's, 80 Sparks Street 

BARNES DRUG STORE 
Agents for 

HARRIET HUBBARD AYER 
and DUBARRY COSMETICS 

Phone 2-9449 
BANK STREET AT GLADSTONE AVE. 
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12 Ottawa Ski Club Year Book 1949-50 

Canada's Finest Furs 
Always in the lead to meet the most 

exacting demands in Furs at their 

best . . from muskrat and heaver to 

m{nk and sable .. also 

·Dresses,· Suits · and Coats i 
in wide H.R.-approved collections of ~ •... -
Fashions . including McMullen ~ 

ClassiGs exclusive with H.R. in Canada. '* 

The Label of Holt Renfrew denotes 

superior quality and highest value . 

H.R. Quality and Value •• and 

Costs no more! 

DOLT RENFREW 
fd 
~ 

M 



Ottawa Ski Club Year Book 1949-50 13 

A Message from the President 
By Herbert Marshall 

At the time this is being written one begins to anticipate the 
thrills of our favourite winter sport. We hope for deep snow 
(powder preferred), cold, clear, sunny week-ends, and an entire 
lack of sleet and rain. Some claim th:at winters are becoming 
milder, but last year the West, and even British Columbia, ex
perienced a winter with exceptionally heavy snowfalls and low 
temperatures. Perhaps it will be our turn this year. 

Despite a light snowfall :and moderate temperature the ski
ing season of 1948-49 in the Gatineau Hills was a good one. With 
only one or two exceptions, each week-end found hills and lodges 
well filled. The new Viscount Alexander Hill and the additional 
tows were a boon and greatly reduced the overcrowding of previous 

· years. Ironsides att~acted a goodly number and Pink Lake was 
vi,sited by many who still enjoy trail skiing. It is a pity that 
there has been such a falling-off in ~enthusiasm for the latter. Not 
only is it excellent training for all-round skiing technique but it 
permits one to enjoy fully the striking winter beauties of Gatineau 
Park. Is the younger generation insensitive to these wonders 
of n:ature or just infatuated by the modern demon of speed? 

Night Riders, Trail Riders, Traffic Corps, the Executive and 
many others contributed to a successful season. The Executive 
nearly had a .nervous breakdown over the Central Canada Cham
pionships. Fortunately, weather conditions which threatened a 
complete failure early in the day for the jumping and slalom events 
changed b-y mid-morning and the Meet was an unqualified success. 
After-two experiences ,of this kind your executive did not make a 
bid for this Meet for the coming winter. 

During the Fall . the Night Riders have been very busy brush
ing the trails ~and improving the skiing faciliHes around ·Camp 
Fortune. There have been complaints about the lack of easy 
practice hills for beginners · and those who have not yet acquired 
proficiency in skiing technique. This is being remedied by develop
ment of the practice slopes near the main lodge. The wide, .easy 
slop·es near the main lodge will be aided by the fact that John 
Clifford has moved the "Morning After" ski tow to the Nursery 
Slopes._ · 

Here's hoping for an exceptionally good ski year! 

• 
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The Ski Season of 1948-49 
By J. S. P. 

While last winter could not be set 
up as a model for all time, looking 
back we do not find it as bad as pic
tured by non-ski€rs and luke-warm 
dilletantes who should be ashamed 
to wear a red badge. Admittedly 
the season was late in starting and 
di{} not last too long, but I skied at 
Camp Fortune on fifteen Sundays 
arid enjoyed every one of them. As 
a matter of fact, we had 69.4 inches 
cf snow, which was ten inches more 
than the previous winter. Beside::;, 
as Weatherman Baker points out 
more of the white and fluffy falls in 
the Gatineau Hills than at the Ex
perimental Farm and "there is a bet
ter refrigeration service to protect 
it". 

On the other hand, even admitting 
that it was a rather spotty winter, 
the skiers got some very good breaks . . 
Do you by any chance recollect Sun
day, Jan. 23rd, when the temperature 
was 11 above and there was a fresh 
carpet of powder snow on a solid 
base? Can you re-live Sunday, Feb. 
6th, probably one of the finest days 
for skiing we have ever had? On 
that day the sun shone brightly on a 
4-inch layer of the fluffiest of snow, 
the hills and trails were as smooth 
as silk and the temperature was 
ideal-the answer to a skier's pray
er! Th€n there was the miraculous 
break we got on Feb. 13th, the day 
of the Central Canada Champion
ships. At 7:30 a.m. it was pouring 
rain, but 1by 11 o'clock there were 
several inches of snow on the trails 
and .we had good skiing and one of 
the !best meets in the history of the 
Club. 

It is not likely that you are par
ticularly interested in what the 
Patrick family did on such and such a 
day, but if you cast a glance at my 
ski diary which follows you will get 
a bird's-eye view of the season, and 
will perhaps recollect just what you 
did on corresponding days. 

Sunday, Dec. 26 (-1"): Daughter 
Helen, Hazel and I off to a late start 
with Norris Hunt in his Austin. Half
way through Hull when flames leap 
from the "bonnet". Extinguish with 
gobs of snow and try again-same 
result. Finally, 2:10 p.m., away to 
the hills at last. Parked at Gen. 
Spry's and down the Canyon, good 
but a bit rough. Small crowd among 
whom Bill and Ed. Blake, members 
since 1922. Up Canyon and back to 
car in shades of falling darkness·. A 
somewhat fateful day, and not much 
skiing, but quite enjoyable-which 
proves something or other . 

Sunday, Jan. 2 ( + 26"): With Mac 
and Harmon to Lemay's of a dull 
overcast day. New Year's storm had 
left much snow. Mid.!w.inter condi
tions. Good crowd- many old timers. 
Cafeteria open. Jack Bradley splits 
his nose on Big Dipper. Tows on 
Mort's and Alexander working. 
Lockeberg Lodge closed- stoves not 
yet arrived. Met Hugh Watson, son 
of A. D. How quickly other people's 
children grew into adults! Fresh deer 
tracks across Ridge road. A good 
day's skiing. 

Sunday, .Jan. 9 <+30"): Overcast, 
with a few drops of rain. Backslip. 
Mac and Harmon wisely take Ridge 
road. while Hazel, Shirley and I go 
rattling down bumpy Canyon. Meet 
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!Refreshments 

Courteous Service 

.J[/way_s 
6/he Best 

/or Less 

Chelsea Highway 

Phone 4-3206 

up with Murray Corlett and Dr. Fire
stone. Latter, without poles, claim
ed he was introducing new technique 
-actually he had forgotten them! 
Fair crowd for mediocre conditions. 
Messrs. Hughson and Bourinot ex
press relief that Traveler's spared of 
ski-tow. Home via Fortune· Lake 
in brilliant sunshine. Excelsior ter
ri,ble. Impatient crowd at Lemay's 
berate bus company for infidelity. 
Slipped off road in passing bus, but 
soon away again. And so home at 
5:30 a tbit tired from riding "bath 
tubs;'. 

Sunday_ Jan. 16 <+32°): To Kings
mere by 11 o'clock bus with Hazel 
of a misting day. Heavy mist, visi
bility about 100 feet. Spring skiing! 
To Slalom where met Hon. Mr. Gar
son, Minister of Justice, with Sigurd. 
Impossible to see competitors in Alex. 
West Trophy. Mrs. Brennan treats 
us to delicious pie and chocolate 
cake. Waited at Lemay's 1% hours, 
then shot down on glare ice to Old 
Chelsea. Three busses off road be
yond church. All traffic blocked. 
Many skiers start along road to catch 
train. Finally accepted as casual
ties of age by disdples of St. John, 
and had precarious trip down Mine 
Road in ambulance. So home at 
7:30 to find that good old Harmon, 
who had miraculously caught last bus 
to get through, had already phoned 
to relieve the children's minds. It's a 
long lane ... ! 

Sunday, Jan. 23 (+lV): Beautiful 
day, fresh snow. Harmon sports new 
skis. Carl Simpson b ack from 
Jamaica with summer tan-some 
people have all the luck. Joe Konst 
fractures ankle racing on COte-
he wure No. 13. Earle Checkley re
viles me. for closing Keogan's, which 
of course is not our property- what 
does he want for five bucks? Around 



Ottawa Ski Club Year Book 1949-50 

the Highland, smooth, fast sliding on 
Fling and Excelsior. Snow condi
tions that warm the cockles of a 
skier's heart! A red letter day. 

Wednesday, Jan. 26 (+So): Hazel 
and I up before dawn to catch 8:30 
bus. So to Kingsmere with Georget
te Blais, Rosalie Lalonde, Rosette 
and Gordon Guillet. Overcast. Three 
inches of very solid snow. Perfect 
trip around Switzerland, up Morning 
After and down 'Canyon. After lunch 
to slide on Traveler's, Mort's and 
Milord Alexander's hill. To lodge 
for a cup of tea, where met the Jack 
Keliys (accompanied by Mrs. Steeds), 
who extolled trail skiing but admit
ted that their son was a tow addict. 
Out by Highland Fling, Excelsior 
and Mountain Lodge slope. Splen
did sliding. A day to remember. 

Sunday, Jan. 30 (+4°): Our faith
ful driver Mac a1bed with flu, so away 
on 10:30 bus of a bright sunshiny 
morn. Canyon lightening fast. Met 
Bill Matthews, legal eagle of Trans
port Dept., with son and three other 
youhg lads. To cli~b Mort's and · 
visit with Bill Irving and bride, other 
Irvings and sundry (including Elmer 
Cassel). To Locke berg Lodge, well 
filled with members. iBack to For
tune where fell in with May Cleg
horn, also Mr. Malone, a master in 
the intricate science of steamfi.tting 
and plumbing. Shirley and Noreen 
ski to Wrightville. Hazel and I to 
Old Chelsea via Lower Canyon to be 
picked up by the Irvings. A grand 
day, but many accidents owing to 
fast snow and lack of caution. 

Wednesday, Feb. 2 (+1,1"): With 
Fred Clifford and the Bill Gaddes to 
find 6 inches of powder snow. Blue 
skies, 'bright sunshine. A few mem
bers among whom the Frank De
latl'tes, who are spending a week's 
holidays by going to Fortune each 
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IF YOU WOULD WORK TO 

WIN. SEE YOUR WAY CLEAR
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190 LAURIER AVENUE WEST 
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day, and Frank Colleary along with 
Henry Sedziak. Mrs. Marshall reads 
to us a stirring letter from Kay 
Brown, stationed at Moscow. Good 
skiing on Switzerland. Traveler's, 
Mort's and Alexander, but snow a 
bit deep. Shirley and Noreen come 
by bus, and lament having to !break 
trail. What weaklings are the pre
sent generation! 

Sunday, Feb. 6 (-8°): Beautiful 
day, fresh snow, rising temperature. 
In Switzerland with brother George, 
perfect sliding. Col. Merritt (V.C., 
M.P.) takes awkward toss on tow, 
rope jumps pulley. We got strand
ed halfway up and had to climb the 
rest the hard way. C.N.R. club pays 
annual visit from Toronto. Biggest 
crowd of season, but distribution 
among Fortune, Lockeberg and Keo
gan's relieves congestion. Meet in 
with Mr. Wyler (Swiss Legation), 
who introduces Mr. and Mrs. R. B. 
Cur!"Y· Stationary can-openers in
stalled in lodge. All trails and hills 
in superlative condition. Felt elated 
in new downhill slacks, but slightly 
deflated by family's edict against 
wearing scarf flying in the wind 
D' Artagnan fashion. But women are 
insensible to the innermost feelings 
of mere man! Red letter day of the 
season. 

Sunday, Feb. 13 <+32°): Awaken
ed at 7:30 by steady drip of rain 
from the eaves, but off with the 
Marshalls in whirling snow by 9:45. 
Visibility very poor. Hit a glancing 
blow by a Cadillac at curve near 
Ironside, fenders crushed. So Mrs. 
M. and Hazel rpicked up by Billy 
Burke, and iBert and I by Geo. Mc
hugh. Change in weather gives ex
cellent conditions for Central Canada 
Championships. With Bert, Sigurd 
and George . McHugh to meet His 
Excellency the Governor General, 
who develops backsl1p which I cured 
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with blobs of Wonder Red Wax. (De
tails of opening Qf Viscount Alexan
der Hill given elsewhere.) Cold on 
judging stand due to drop in tem
perature and stiff wind. Home by 
devious means to end a day full of 
events and adventure, but rather 
empty of actual skiing. 

Sunday, Feb. 20 (+25°): To Le
may's with Carl Simpson. Overcast, 
clearing . Light sugar snow on hard 
base. Fair crowd. Chesterville High 
School group, under Joe Potvin, pays 
visit. Traveler's grand. To Slalom 
to see Hull jumping championship. 
Lingered on sun-bench to enjoy 
gathering warmth of the early sp:J;"ing 
sun. Comes complaint that hordes of 
reserve soldiers in hob-nailed boots 
got lost Saturday on "Operation Flat 
Foot" and messed up some of the 
trails including the Highland. A 
plague on their nefarious manoeuvres! 
A good day's skiing, tho' somewhat 
marred by backslip. 

Sunday, Feb. 27 ( +10°): Clear 
skies, 4 inches of fresh snow. With 
Mac, recover.ed from flu, to Lemay's. 
In Switzerland, then Canyon. Won
derful conditions. Saw young chap 
careening down slalom wearing 
stove-pipe hat. After lunch to chat 
with the Emmet MoCarthys, Wib. 
Cau1field and Clarence Wilson. Good 
crowd on sun-benches: a sign of the 
inevitable march of spring. Around 
Dippers and Highland. Persuaded 
by Harmon to ski to Wrightville. 
Grand sliding on the long runs. 
Caught up with Pearl Dibkin and 
Nell Warren. So to Pink Lake Lodge, 
where Major Hancock and his good 
wife had everything sparkling. 
Overstayed till 4:50 p.m. Arrived 
home at 6:30. 

Sunday, March 6 (+20°): Strong 
breeze above Mountain Lodge. In 
Pleasant Valley-so-called easy way. 

Your Favorite Foods 

Faultlessly 

and 

Pleasingly Served 

m 

Family Style Portions 

at 

Moderate Prices 

* OPEN All WINTER 

* 
:Jomelking /o~ ever'! 

mood anJ la:Jle al 
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Prescott Highway 
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Telephone 8-6434 
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Our 
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• 
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FOR APPOINTMENT 

• 

JUUE'S 
BEHUTY SHLOU 
99 RIDEAU STREET 

Messrs. Cuzner, Proper, Clifford et 
al make a lot of noise in their fa
vourite corner, disturbing sedate, 
contemplative fellows like me. A 
good run on 'Traveler's, then to visit 
the Irvings atop Mort's. Mr. and 
Mrs. Benoit drop in. To speed down 
Mort's on the lovely sugar snow. 
Home via Fortune Lake, stopping at 
Keogan's. Hazel, bowled over at top 
of Excelsior by reckless young lass. 
Excelsior wicked, but Mountain 
Lodge bowl .perfect. A fatiguing 
day, b]lt a good outing. Home at 5:45. 

Wednesday, March 9 (+32 °): La
boured . (in ski togs) for His Majesty 
the forenoon, my colleagues predict
ing that I would "break my d-
neck". Picked up by Henry Sedziak 
at 1 p.m. to find the hills a sheet of 
glare ice. Thrown in bath tub on 
Speedway, bruising r1bs and badly 
wrenching neck. · Had visions of dire 
prediction .being fulfilled. Recover
ed in first-aid room with help of two 
aspirins. Home at 5:45 mighty glad 
to be all in one piece. 

Sunday, March 13 <+18°): Hazel, 
Shirley and I with Carl Simpson. 
Azure skies and a foot of fresh snow. 
Superb. Large attendance, but 
spread out in lod.ges, hills and sun
benches. After lunch to take Dip
pers - smooth and lovely. Bill 
Heeney, frozen foods magnate, and 
Cy Carroll express views on trail 
development. To visit first-aid and 
get a grand cup of coffee. Lawrence 
Redpath of Sedberg School, Monte
bello makes clean sweep in Newt. 
Barry Trophy. Met Stella Hender
son with her cute Dutch friend. A 
grand day, with more snow than any 
time this winter. Merry ride dO\vn 
Excelsior. Home at 5:30. 

Sunday, March 20 ( + 1 o) : Warm 
sun, but fresh breeze. Small crowd 
due to Easter ex:ams. To loll a bit 
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on the sun-benches. Met two ·big
time scriveners: Blair Fraser, a husky 
lad who would look well in a kilt, 
and packing a claymore; I. Norman 
Smith, better known to local read
ers as I.N:S. To Keogan's via the old 
Western trail, lovely powder snow. 
A fast, rough ride down the Highland 
Fling, catching up with petite Mlle. 
Gay from the office. Some splendid 
skiing, but many complaints about 
holes, bumps and ruts. Wilf. Par
malee fractures his shoulder on Alex
ander and Mr. Podoski breaks both 
legs at foot of Grimes. Home at 5:05. 

Sunday, March 27 (38+ •): Mac 
brings daughter Jean (Mrs. Gray) 
of a muggy morning. Few drops of 
rain before Top-of-the-World. Took 
Dippers, .splendid, but returned down 
Mile-a-Minute in driving rain storm. 
Mary Malloch asks me what could 
possibly make my diary interesting a 
day like this-setting me to wonder 
if it ever is, and reminding me that 
we saw fresh bear tracks between 
the LitUe Dipper and the Ogopogo. 
Small crowd, including Gwen Wood, 
Gladys Stitt, Joe Scott and other 
dyed-in-the-woolen;. Rain stops but 
mist closes in. Out by Pleasant Val
ley, finding 15c on the trail, in shiny 
new cash. .Miles Allan at Lemay's 
r uefully displays a shattered ski. 
Home at 4:30. 

SWlday, April 3 ( + 41 •): Mostly 
·bright sunshine. Parked at Seigneur 
Dunne's homestead-down Canyon 
on corn snow. Dippers excellent, but 
Ogopogo fl<>oded at the bottom. Told 
I looked silly in white sport shirt 
with green and yellow pom-poms. 
But no sillier than Hazel in a girl 
guide hat, with gilt chin-straP-Ar
thur Bourinot drowsing on sun
bench, his head draped with a pocket 
handkerchief-Elmer Cassel climbing 
Horse Race almost in the nude-

It's the 
refreshing 
thing to do 
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several senior members who arrived 
sans ski . .. in the Spring, tra-la-la! 
Lodge has that grimy spring appear
ance that engenders nostalgic yearn
ing for powder snow and biting 
blasts, and foretells the imminent end 
of the ski season. Oil sont les neiges 
d'antan? But as I muse on the bench 
this melancholy feelin·g is brushed 
aside by the sound of rushing waters, 
the song of the bird, the warm caress 
of a quickening sun~the promise of 
lazy, languid days, the buzzing of 

bees, the swish of the paddle, the 
five-day week, summer vacations .. 

Then, by way of the Dippers to Keo-

gan's· to pick latent plum blossoms. 
Plodding wearily aiong the Ridge 
road and down Excelsior we find 
the trail cut l."n many spots by roar
ing freshets. Home at 5:20. 

Sunday, April 10 <+42.): Partly 
cloudy. To church to partake of 
Communion and repent my wayward 
backsliding. But somehow my 
thoughts kept reverting to high hills 
and open spaces. Heard by the grape 
vine that skiing was fairly good on 
Canyon, Morning After and Dippers. 
Skiing is definitely living on bor
rowed time, and barring a belated 
snow storm- we've had it 

.. . /or C9ttawans 

An ideal setting for that winter vac
ation - T-Ear lift 100 yards from 
Inn offering a variety of downhill 
runs on Sugar Peak - 125 miles 
of cross-country tra ils - Home of 
famous Snow Eagle Ski School -
15 minutes by Inn bus to incompar
able Mont Tremblant - thrilling 
dogteam rides. sleighing, skating, 
riding. Modern. comfortable acc
ommodation and excellent meals 
at moderate rates. Write for folder. 

GRAY ROCKS INN -
sr. JOVITE , QUE. -

Enqui.J:e about tiain, plane and bus service fzom Ottawa 
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The Trail Riders 
By Verne Tant (Captain) 

The 1948 ski season saw the Trail 
Riders get away . to ·a good start due 
to the interest and enthusiasm of 
members from previous years and 
due also to the assistance of Doug 
Carman, Chairman of the Trail Com
mittee, who helped us to get organ
ized. The Trail Riders were divided 
into groups, each responsible for a 
particular trail, and undertook to 
maintain the Highland, Little Swit
zerland, Long and Short Merry-Go
Round, George's and Pleasant Valley 
trails. Later on when the number 
of members increased, it became 
possible to do the Nature, and the 
Lake Trail, and about this time we 
also acquired the Canyon Trail. Our 
membership totalled sixty at its 
peak but many of these were oc
casional workers and each week end 
would see not more than 30 members 
on the tDails. This is few enough 
when you consider that the work 
was being done voluntarily and on 
Sunday morning at the expense of 
the skiing conditions of the day. 

The Trail Riders instituted a Sun
set Patrol to ensure that no injured 
skier would be left out on the trails 
Sunday evening. The tDails patrolled 
were those used extensively for going 
home purposes yet which were isolat
ed from the main line of traffic. Such 
trails as Highland, George's, and the 
C6te du Nord fall into this category. 
These were patrolled about 5.30 p.m. 
usually well ,after the last skier had 
been around. The Short Merry-Go
Round was also patrolled about this 
time since this is probably the most 
dangerous trail we have, as measur
ed by the relative number of acci
dents occurring on it. The last trail 
patrolled was the Canyon to Old 

Chelsea (sometimes referred to 'lS 

the Ridge Road) which was usually 
covered about 7:30 p.m. It is amaz
ing how many people ski alone on 
isolated trails late Sunday evening 
in spite of repeated warnings in the 
Ski News, and even more amazing 
that some of them are not killed! 
Long after the tow on the Viscount 
Alexander had stopped, single skiers 
in the dusk and almost dark would 
be running the C6te. The Ski Club 
should hire a chorus of picked voices 
to chant "Nearer My God to Thee" 
for such characters. 

About the middle of the season 
something new was added in the 
form of overnight accommodation for 
Trail Riders in Lockeberg Lodge. 
Accommodation is hardly the word, 
since no bunks, mattresses or blank
ets were prqvided, only a large, un
insulated, barn-like structure which 
was seldom more than 10 degrees 
warmer than outside. Nevertheless, 
each Saturday night saw five to fif
teen fellows cooking beans by lamp 
light and then out on the trails to 
cross check and put them in shape for 
Sunday. They experienced one of 
the greatest thrills of skiing-and 
that is skiing by night-come out and 
try h with us some moonlight night 
this winter before you laugh. 

Last season was a bad one for trail 
riding due to frequent rain and sleet 
storms. The icy conditions contri
buted to many ski accidents, and the 
Trail Riders had their share. Several 
broken skis, twisted knees, and one 
broken leg were among the mo.re 
serious. 

One of the duties of the Trail Rid
ers is to assist skiers in trouble and 
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instruct skiers in trail etiquette 
where necessary. This last is the 
least pleasant of all our duties- in
rolving as it does remonstrating with 

people riding in ruts, people making 
holes and not filling them in and 
pedestrians-considered by motorists 
and skiers as the lowest form of life. 
This latter group would insist on 
walking in from LeMay's via Canyon 
to Top of the World leaving the trail 
in a mess despite repeated requests 
to put on their skis. The Ski club 
is being reasonable-any who have 
not the energy or the gumption to ski 
in ski country can walk into Camp 
Fortune via Dunlop's Trail. Recom
mend strongly that a war of exter
mination be declared on these in
dividuals: 

There is always something to make 
life difficult or interesting depending 
on how you look at it. Last year the 
Trail Riders peaceful operations 
were disrupted no end by the Army 
on manoeuvres. A platoon of a local 
reserve unit was serii ·up to Kings
mere for winter exercises with orders 

to proceed overland on skis via the 
Ridge Road to Keogan's Lodge where 
they were to spend the night. This 
being but a 2-mile jaunt O!l a hard 
packed trail, pretty much on the 
level, it would seem a simple task 
to get to Keogan's in an hour or so. 
Not this outfit. They started at 1400 
hours and barely got then• at 2400 
hours. How did they manap,e this? 
Well, first they had a tremendous 
toboggan which loaded weig!'led 300 
pounds. Such an item is not com
patible with travel on skis. as they 
soon found out. Secondly, it did not 
occur to anyone to take a map! There
fore on reaching the base of Mur
phy's (Booth's) Hill, after carefully 
scouting around they decided to go 
to Keogan's via the Highland! How 
they suffered for that decision, and 
how the trails and Trail Riders suf
fered! Skis were discarded afte:r the 
first half hour and they went on 
foot from there to Nature Trail, down 
Nature to George's up George's to 
Ridge Road and thence to Keogan's. 
The above-mentioned trails were im
proved practically not at all by this 

THE TRAIL RIDERS 
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treatment-in fact it was three 
weeks later before they were in any 
sort of decent condition at all. The 
Trail Riders were glad to note on 
the next Army e~pedition they came 
in Keogan's Road and thus avoided 
most of the good ski t:r;ails. 

There were too many Trail Riders 
last year to list them all here but 
thanks to all who contributed many 
hours of the best ski conditions of 
the winter to help maintain trails for 

the enjoyment and safety of all thP. 
club. We are looking forward to 
another successful season in 1950, 
with most of the old hands back 
again; but nevertheless welcome any 
others interested in helping in trail 
maintenance. Please call V. E. Tant, 
5-8560. 

Here's hoping for an early fall, and 

a late spring with lots of the fluffy 

white stuff in between. 

RITCHIE'S LEADS THE YEAR AROUND IN BETTER 

SPORTING GOODS FOR BETTER SPORTS 

98 BANK STREET 

ACCIDENT 
FOR 

PHONE 2-6278 

INSURANCE 
SKIERS 

CONSULT 

J 0 H N S T 0 N ( .Jnjurance .Agenc~ 
8-2860W 202 QUEEN STREET 2-9438 
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The Traffic Corps 
By Halvor Heggtveit (Captain) 

It seems that we have no sooner 
put away our skis than a telephone 
call comes from our energetic Editor 
reminding us that the snow will soon 
be flying and the deadline is at hand 
for the report of the Traffic Corps. 

Last season, while .visiting a tow
hill in the Gatineau which is not 
operated by the Ottawa Ski Club, it 
was gratifying to overhear the com
ment from a group of skiers that they 
preferred the OSC Slalom hill where 
they had a Traffic Corps. Presum
ably the inference was that the Sla
lom hill was a safer .place to ski due 
to the efforts of the Traffic Corps and, 
since we are so used to being re
warded with dirty looks, this re
mark was carefully noted so it could 
be passed on to our members. 

The opening of Alexander Hill 
helped to relieve the congestion on 
our tow hills to a marked extent but 
this, unfortunately does not mean 
that we can dispense with the Traffic 
Corps. We shall always have con
gestion at the peak hours, and also 
some skiers who do not have suffi
cient consideration for others not 
as expert as themselves. 

Again, last year, we lost some of 
our members who moved or were 
transferred from Ottawa and we 
must, therefore, appeal for new re
cruits. The duties are not onerous 
and the members of the Corps are 
not assigned to a particular spot. 
They are merely called upon to en
force the rules of safe skiing in what
ever locality they, themselves may 
be skiing. Please get in touch with 
Hal Heggtveit, 4-1522, if you would 
like to enroll. Arm bands will ·be 
issued to all members. 

The wearing of the arm band is 
important. It .is the symbol of au
thority issued by the Chlib, and with
out it enforcement of the traffic rules 
is not practicable. All officers of the 
Corps are requested to make it a 
point to wear their arm bands. If 
any have been lost, we shall be glad 
to replace them. 

I have, on occasion, been asked for 
my opinion as to the most frequent 
cause of skiing accidents. It seems 
to me that neglecting to devote suf
ficient effort to learning the funda
mentals of skiing, before seeking the 
thrill of schussing a big hill at 60 
MPH is the answer. Robert W. 
Service once wrote an appropriate 
little poem about a louse which was 
overly ambitious. With a few chan
ges here and there and with all apo
Jogie:; to Mr. Service, it goes some
thing like th.is: 

Oh, you who have daring deeds to 
tell 

And you who have felt ambition's 
spell, 

Have you heard of the chap who 
didn't ski well 

Yet he yearned f~r a slide down 
the Slalom. 

He sighed all day ·and he sighed all 
night 

And no one could understand him 
quite 

For the practice slopes are a be
ginner's delight, 

Yet he pined for a run on the 
slalom. 

So he left his friends in merry play 
And off 1by his lonesome he stole 

away 
From the gentle hills where he 

ought to stay 
And practise until he could slalom. 
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At last he came to the ski-tow 

gate 

And he made his way in a manner 

straight, 

For a fool will go when he should 

wait, 

Right to the top of the Slalom. 

He boldly took off in rapid descent; 

Smack into the creek at the bot-

tom he went, 

And lo, when the Ski Patrol found 

him there 

He had only one ski instead of ·a 

pair 

But he mumbled feebly, "I do not 

care, 

For I've had a slide down the Sla-

lorn". 

WILLIS 
BUSINESS 

COLLEGE 
J. WILFRED KENNEDY, Principal 

DAY AND NIGHT CLASSES 

SECRETARIAL 
STENOGRAPHIC 

AND 

ACCOUNTING 
COURSES 

145Yz SPARKS STREET 
TELEPHONE 3-3031 

1948-49 Traffic Corps 

James S. Patrick 

Fred Clifford 

Joe Scott 

"Suddy" Ashfield 

George McHugh 

W. Gordon Smith 

Hal Heggtveit 

Eric W. Morse 

Arthur Pineault 

Bob McGiffin 

Bill Gadde 

Eric A. Roy 

John M. Garland 

Wilf Parmelee 

Doug Carman 

Eric Cooper 

Bob Smith 

Newton Barry 

Gerry Swerdfager 

Harold Fawcett 

George Morgan 

Paul Radford 

Roland Linton 

Hi Foster 

Brian Burke 

Gordon Burke 

Ed Blake 

Father J. B. Zachary 

Wilf Radford 

Geo. Woods 

Junior Dunne 

Bob Wallace 

Sud Smithers 

Hel'bert Marshall 

Jim Russell 

George Brittain 

Jack Bradley 
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THE FINEST IN SKI EQUIPMENT 
Imported Norwegian Skis - Solid Hickory or Laminated 

Imported Norwegian Waxes 

Telescopic Aluminum Ski Poles - Micromatic Ski Bindings 

Alpine Ski Boots 

A 

Department 

Store of 

Hardware 

DEACON'S FUNCTIONAL SKI CLOTHING 

Steel Edges Put On By An Expert 

CONSULT US ON ALL SKI PROBLEMS 

185·187 

SPARKS 

ST. 

DIAL 

5·1481 
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For 

Skiing Satisfaction 

PROPER DESIGN 

HIGH CLASS WORKMANSHIP 

SELECTED MATERIALS 

MADE BY 

The Peterborough Ski & Toboggan Co. 
a Division of 

The PETERBOROUGH CANOE COMPANY LIMITED 

Peterborough, Ontario, Canada 
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The Night Riders of 1948-49 
By John Clifford 

Once more the abundant energies of the Night Riders made a splendid 
contribution to the improvement of skiing facilities at Camp Fortune. 

For the extensive improvements carried out during the summer and 
fall months ·jointly by the F.D.C. and the O.S.C. executive, considerable 
credit should go to the Night Riders for taking up where the bulldozer and 
the paid help left off. 

Under their Captain George Grossman and Lieutenants Norm Barry, 
Geof. Crain and Bob Clifford, the Night Riders were busy every week-end 
from Sept. 1st to Dec. 15th. on maintenance work, brushing the club's 
elaborate system· of trails, or developing new projects. 

The following list indicates the scope of their activities. 

Mort's:-
Finishing the grading. 
Widening run from tow to cabin. 
Building a new bridge. 

Viscount Alexander:-
Finishing grading of one of the runs. 
Making three connecting trails from tow. 
Placing planking on two bridges. 

Slalom:-
Grading lower .part of hill. 

Sigurd's Jump:-
Hauling up planking for the landing and laying same. 
Planking bridge on out-run. 
\Improving out-run. 
Assisting Sigurd Lockeberg with his fifty-foot extension to his 

landing .. . a very difficult task. 

Maintenance:-
Repairs to existing bridges. 
Cleaning stove pipes, etc. 

During the winter months:-
Some cross--checking was done on the Canyon. 
Preparing hills and trails for racing events, and also placing and at

tending to such equipment as telephones, flags, contestants' numbers, slalom 
poles, etc. 

Some cross-checking of open hills. 

* * * * 
With the accelerated development resulting in more hills, and con

sequently a great deal more work in maintenance alone, great credit is 
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"Ottawa's Largest Sport Centre" 

SKI HEADQUARTERS 
for 

JACKETS - SLACKS - BOOTS 

GRESVIG and JOHANSENE NILSEN SKIS 

· CCM LAMINATED SKIS - DODDS "CHALET" SKIS 
STEEL AND CANE POLES 

SKI BOOTS - BINDINGS - WAXES 
RUCK SACKS - BELT BAGS 

SKIS TO RENT - SKIS REP AIRED 

* 
GEORGE BOURNE 

REG'D. 

151 RIDEAU STREET DIAL 3-8407 
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due the Night Riders for having this all attended to, as well as new pro
jects before the arrival of winter. 

This obviously was a very heavy programme, the work, however, 
was .done cheerfully. But with the arrival of snow it was felt that the week
ends, in all fairness, should not be devoted wholly to work. 

One of the important object of the Night Riders is to develop skiing 
and encouraging participation in competitions. In winter on the week
ends that they are not actually taking part in some event they expeot to 
have time to practise. Many of the members are or have been High School 
students. Throughout the years they have given good account of them
selves in competitions in this district, the Laurentians, and further afield. 
List of Members:-

George Grossman 
Andy Tommy 

Art Tommy 
Bob Clifford 
Dave Midgely 

Ed. Hughes 
Norm. Barry 

Harold Godding 

Jaok LaSueur 
Doug Minnes 

Geof. Crain 

Laurie Wedd 

Russ Wilson 
Guy Brunet 
Glen Fraser 

Curt Hyman 
Paul Bergeron 

Drew Hearndon 

John Clifford 
Bob Irving 

Bob Jones 

Mention should be made of the Downhill run developed on King's 
Mountain, where the work was done mainly by ex-Night Riders. The fol
lowing contributed their efforts:-

Ron Carwardine 

John Bergeron 
Gab Beaudry 
Ted Crain 
Alex McDougal 

Bud Archibald 
Roddy Blais 

Bill Blue 

Junior Dunne 

Claude Richer 

Jim Soame 
Bob Shea 
Fred Runge 

Spike McFarlane 
Jack Nevins 
Bob Murray 

This resume outlines briefly some of our activities. The present 
season involving the developing of the Nursery Slopes, etc., again presents 
us an opportunity of being of service, and this is being dealt with in the 
traditional manner. 
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"We" and the Skiers 
By Howard Bergin 
Ambulance Officer, 

St. John Amlbulance Brigade. 

The first snowfall sends thousands 
of you enthusiastic skiers with a 
gleam in your eyes into your storage 
rooms to hunt out your skis and 
equipment to prepare for a "great 
season of enjoyment in our beauti
ful Gatineau Hills where friendship 
reigns supreme. Ye~, it is a wonder
ful place ·to forget your cares; it is 
a real tonic to be out in the fresh 
air all day and to be greeted by so 
many happy-go-lucky people here, 
there and everywhere in the lodges 
and on "the trails. Truly, it is a grand 
sport. 

"WE'' your St. John Ambulance 
Brigade friends are also busily pre
paring emergency equipment and 
supplies necessary to care for the 
many minor distresses of which the 
human body is so prone, in order 
that you may be able to continue to 
enjoy your day. We also assemble 
the necessary paraphernalia to care 
for those who may have an accident 
so as to be in a position to afford 
you the most efficient palliative treat
ment possible until such time as you 
are in a position to see your own 
physician. 

In setting up our many field first
aid posts in the Gatineau, we of the 
St. John Ambulance Brigade, Am
bulance and Nursing Divisions, do 
not want you to think that we are 
looking forward to your !bein·g in
jured. On the contrary, these aid 
posts are set there for your conven
ience and protection, and please feel 
free to stop in at any time. You will 
always be greeted by the friendly 
hand of an Ambulance man and 
Nursing Sister, and we want you to 

know that it is our earnest desire 
always that your day shall be a 
happy one, free from misfortunes of 
any kind. In fact we are looking 
forward to the day when we will 
be able to report "No serious acci
dents during the season." 

You may wonder why accidents 
are publicized: is it to embarrass the 
unfol'tuna.te victim, or the Club---{)r 
is it simply for publicity purposes 
on our part? The answer is decided
ly "'no". It is our hope that those 
who read of these accidents will 
learn to prolfit by them and be jus·t 
a little more cautious. There are 
certain d;mgers attached to every 
sport, even walking; and when they 
are brought to your attention it is up 
to each and every one of you to 
study the reasons for them in oroer 
that you will not fall victim to the 
same error. For instance, some 
people will insist upon skiing alone 
on the ·grounds that they are expert 
skiers and nothing can happen to 
them. Well, I would say that about 
50% of our serious casualties last 
season were expert skiers; SO NE
VER AT ANY TIME SKI ALONE, 
or you may find yourself left strand
ed alone all night on a trail because 
of some disabling injury. Do not 
forget too there can be much shock 
attached to even a simple fracture, 
and shock can kill a man (or even 
a woman). IncidentaUy, may I ask 
what has become of our O.S.C. Ski 
Patrol? You know these gallant men 
who used to cover the trails every 
Sunday at dusk. You will recall 
they were organized after a man 
had been found left alone all night 
on a trail completely disabled .by a 
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fractured limb. Fortunately the wea
ther was mild and he was found the 
next morning •by a search party. 
The patrol's job was to see that there 
would be no re-occurrence .of this. 
How convenient it is to forget when 
it involves a little self-sacrifice and 
work on our part. So how about it, 
boys? Appoint yourselves a good 
leader and re-or.ganize this service, 
you may some day save someone's 
life. Is it not worth it? You can 
also act as valuable guides to those 
who may become lost in a skiing 
area which is rapidly e~panding; as 
well as direct the less agile skiers 
to safer trails and thus render a most 
valuable service in preventing ac
cidents. There is a great satisfaction 
in being able to help the other fel
low - - try it, won't you? 

As a little advice to the new skier: 
if you are not familiar with the trails 
and have not attained expert control 
of your skis, why take the chance of 
a serious accident which may disable 
you for life through a foolhardy ges
ture when a few minutes talk with 
one of the "SKI COPS" would direct 
you to safe trails to follow. There 
are many easy trails, ap.d I hope that 
some day they will be well marked 
with ·coloured discs for easy identi
fication and that many others equally 
suitable for the less agile or inex
perienced skiers will be laid out. 

To the expert skiers who have be
·ginners in their party: please do not 
insist on their venturing onto the 
fast slopes with you or embarrass 
them into doing so. Many bad ac
cidents last season were due to this. 
Accidents are costly and painful and 
may easily result in a permanent dis
ability, or even death; and I am sure 
that none of you would ·want to be 
responsible for this. 

Leaving the serious aside, do you 

know that in our voluntary ski patrol 
work we do run into many comical 
situations, although unfodunately 
very few are suitable for publication. 
For instance, early last season, at a 
time when we were not in what 
I would oall good physical condition 
to weather the uphill grades and 
deep snow, four of us set out with 
supplies and equipment for our var
ious posts in the Gatineau. Finally 
we arrived at Dunlop's. gathered 
our large heavy pack-sacks and start
ed our long, tedious trek into camp. 
On our hike we paused for a few 
moments to relax and cool off; well 
you guessed it, a skier came rushing 
towards us and said that some chap 
had had a bad fall on the Viscount 
Alexander Hill and had fractured his 
leg and would we come to his assist
ance. Of course it was near the .top 
of the hill and none of us had our 
skis, so it meant another tough climb 
for us. We arrived there half dead, 
but one thing about it, I can assure 
you we had plenty of supplies and 
equipment with us. So after fixing 
up the patient and placing him on 
the hand-drawn sleigh, we re-adjust
ed our burdens for this extra load in
to camp. Our Divisional Superin
tendent, who is as big and as strong 
as they come, and who always seems 
to carry a pack-sack twice as large 
and as heavy as any or us would 
dare attempt, decided to exchange 
his with one of ours so that he could 
help pull the sleigh into camp. Well, 
my brother was the unfroutnate vic
tim. He was standing on top of the 
snow and as soon as the pack-sack 
was loaded onto him he immediately 
sank to his knees. I ·guess his feet 
were not large enough to keep him 
afloat. Yes, it was very funny .. 
funny for everyibody but my poor 
brother, who had to trudge the rest 
of the way sinking at every step. 
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MOTION PICTURE EQUIPMENT 

ACCESSORIES & SUPPLIES 

• DEVELOPING 

• PRINTING 

• ENLARGING 

• CAMERAS 

• FILMS 

LET US GIVE YOU THE 

BEST POSSIBLE RESULTS 

FROM YOUR NEGATIVES 

207 Sparks St. Phone 3-3574 
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MEMBERS OF THE ST. JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE, AMBULANCE 
AND NURSING DIVISIONS ON DUTY DURING 1948-49 SEASON 

IN THE GATINEAU SKI ZONE 

Average Number of Persons on duty Each Week-end:-9 - Men, 6 - Women. 

From Federal District Headquarters 

Col. H. M. Cameron, M.D., (District Chief) 

Mrs. E. N. Rhodes, (District Officer) 

Mr. R. Jenkins, (District N.C.O.) 

From Ottawa Ambulance Division Number 73 

Howard S. Bergin, (Captain of Ski Patrol) 

Alvin 0. Bergin, (2_nd in Command of Ski Patrol) 

Mr. F. J. Spindler, (Divisional Supt.) 

Messrs.:-L. C. Wilq, C. Godding, W. A. Ainsworth, M. Mooney, F. Royal, 

R. Latremouille, W. R. Lavergne. H Milks, R. Chapman, E. Picton, 

L. Wilson. 

From Ottawa Central Nursing Division 

Miss I. Chequer, Miss B. Lalonde, Miss L. Duffy, Miss E. Dack. 

From Lady Sherwood Nursing Division 

Miss Yule Paterson, (Divisional Supt.) 

Miss Irene Bergin, Miss I. Parks, Miss M. Pankie, Miss Dempsey, Miss M. 

Cheta, Miss M. Cathcart, Miss Wilma Sutton, Miss N. Purdy, Miss M. 

Fournier, Miss Minnie, Miss H. Campbell, Miss M. Driscoll, Miss M. 

Hills, Miss I. Arnolds, Miss R. Brill, Miss P. Roberts. 

From Lady Laurier Nursing Division 

Miss P. Beland, Miss Boudreault. 

From Col. G. T. Clarke Nursing Division 

Mrs. H. M. Cameron, R.N.; Miss P. Bradley, Miss G. Laviolette, Miss G. 

Barlow. 

From Mina Stewart Nursing Division 

Miss Sandra Murphy, Miss Oda Larson, Miss M. Becksted, Miss Farmer. 

Report on Occurrences in Tbe Gatineau Ski Zone 

· 1948-49 Season 

Camp Mountain 
SEASON'S TOTAL Fortune Beamish Lodge 

Total Number .of Case Treatments ... . 99 79 15 

MALE ............................. . 58 44 8 
FEMALE ........... . , ............. . 41 35 7 

Total - 207 Cases 

Old 
Chelsea 

14 

8 

6 
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~ 

~ ~~ 
FiRST AID PosT.,~ 8AMP FoR.TUNE-

HOWARD BERGIN (ST. JOHN AMBULANCE) TREATING A CASUALTY 
AT KING'S MOUNTAIN DOWNHILL 
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Camp Mountain Old 
NATURE OF OCCURRENCES Fortune Beamish Lodge Chelsea 

Fractures & Suspected fractures of 
the Upper Limbs 
Male .. .. ... .. . .. . 
Female: .. . .... .. . .. ... .. . . .. . 

Fractures & Suspected fractures of 
the Lower Limbs: . ...... . .. . 
Male : ... . ... . ....... . . .. . .. . . .... . . 
Female .... . .. . ... . ... . ... . . ... ... . 

SPRAINS & STRAINS: Upper Limbs: 
Male.: .. ... ........... .. . 
Female: .... . . 

SPRAINS & STRAINS: Lower Limbs 
and Abd . . . .. .. . . . ....... . . ... . . 

Male : 
Female: ..... . 

MISCELLANEOUS INJURIES : Including 
Lacerations, Abrasions, Contusions, 
Blisters, Cr amped Muscles, Shock. 
Concussions, etc. . . .. .. . . 
Male: . . ... . .. .. . ..... .. . 

2 
1 
1 

7 
3 
4 

17 
9 
8 

23 
12 
11 

40 
27 

Female: 13 
BURNS: Including Brush Burn·s: 2 
Male: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Female: . . . . 1 

DISLOCATIONS, Only, no fra ctures: 1 
Male: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
F em ale: . . . . . . . . . . 0 

GASTRIC & Other distm,bances, Epistax is 5 
M ale : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Female: . . .. . 1 

6 
1 
5 

5 
2 
3 

10 
5 
5 

13 
5 
8 

32 
2l3 

9 
3 
3 
0 

1 
1 
0 

12 
4 
8 

0 
0 
0 

2 

1 
1 

0 
0 
0 

4 
2 

2 

7 
4 
3 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

~ ~~i-
~· 1Wri)l_ 

' & ~~~ ~~f\ 
'ft~ 
~-

1 
1 
0 

7 
4 
3 

1 
0 
1 

2 
0 
2 

3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
0 

0 
0 
0 

II 
0 

0 



Ottowa Ski Club Year Book 1949-50 

REMEMBER! 

You'll Enjoy Shopping at 

"Mack's" 

McKERRACHER-WANLESS 
LIMITED 

for Men's and Boys' Wear 
Rideau at Sussex Dial 3-4011 

Skiing 

Skating 

Ski Instruction 

Sleigh Drives 

Arranged 

Recreation Room 

FOR A DELIGHTFUL VACATION 

Write or Phone 

THE MANOR HOUSE 
WAKEFIELD, QUE. 

TEL. WAKEFIELD No. 1 - OPEN YEAR ROUND 
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ILEA T ANT AGE SIX MONTHS 

YOUNGEST MEMBER OF THE CLUB 

HELD BY MRS. WILLIAM HOARE 

MEMBERS OF THE 
ENJOYING THE SU 

TOP - LEFT TO RIGHT 

GROUP ON SUN BENCHES AT LOCKEBERG 

AUDREY DUNNE AND FRIENDS 

WIB. DOWSETT, RUTH ROGER, GLORIA BL 

CENTRE - RIGHT, ONTARIO JUNIOR COMF 

LOUISE GENEST, TORONTO, 3rd ANN H 

MARIE ROBERTSON, COLLINGW 

BOTTOM - LEFT TO RIGHT 

SUDDY ASHFIELD AND PRESIDENT HERBERl 

TWO OF THE FAIR SEX IN THE BACKG~ 

FRED PROPER, WILLARD CUZNER, MRS. ERIC 

.DOUG. CARMEN, GLADYS STITT, DOROTHY 



CLUB 
~SHINE 

ITION WINNERS 

GGTVEIT, O.S.C., 1st 
D, 2nd 
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wl/ appreciate 

OUP 

• We furnish the food to satisfy appetites whetted to keenest 
edge by a run on the ski trails. 

• Individual box lunches can be prepared or parties of skiers 
may order tasty, substantial food to be served hot or cold. 

• A hot supper prepared _ and served by our catering staff 
for after-ski parties at home, will add the finishing touch to 

. a glorious day on the hills. 

• Call Miss Fennell or Miss Adams, our catering experts, 2-4811, 
and make arrangements with them-EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 

MORRISON- LAMOTHE 
Echo Drive Bakery Limited 

MAKERS OF 

PAN-DANDY VITAMIN B BRlADS 
WHITE, BROWN, WHOLEWHEAT & JUMBO 
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Competitions, 1948-49 
By Bruce Heggtveit 

The past season again saw Ottawa 
Ski Club competitors dominating all 
meets which took p'lace within the 
Gatineau Zone and make such a cre
ditable showing in out-of-town 
events that the Ottawa Ski Club will 
always be known for the high qua
lity of its skiers, and stand as one 
of Canada's finest skiing centres. 

John Clifford, Andy Tommy, our 
most promising skier, Pierre Jalbert, 
Raymond Desrochers, who set a new 
mark of 173 feet on Locke'berg's Hill, 
Audrey Dunne, club champion and 
Ethel Irwin, fifth in the Canadian 
Championships, were most note
worthy. 

~orne of the achievements of our 
skiers we must recall and make spe
cial mention. J.ohn Clifford, in the 
Oanadian Championships downhill, 
was but a single second in a total 
elapsed time of 3 minutes 44.3 sec-

onds behind the winner, Jean Pazzi, 
a member of a visiting team of 
France's top skiers. In the com1bined 
downhill and slalom, John made the 
best showing of any Canadian ama
teur. Pierre Jalbert, also, was near 
the top and at least a dozen of our 
club skiers made a good sho~ving. 

Andy Tommy, our brilliant junior, 
was first in his class in the downhill. 
At Mont Tremblant, Andy again ex
hibited his skill by winning the 
Taschereau Trophy downhill and to 
keep things in the family, his brother 
Art copped second place. 

The Central Canadian Champion
ships which were successfully run 
off by the Ottawa Ski Club with the 
assistance of Gatineau Zone officials 
again saw our skiers dominating. 
Pierre Jalbert was first in the down
hill, John Clifford was number one 
in both the slalom and combined 

PETTER HUGSTED (OLYMPIC CHAMPION 1948) 
WINNING THE CENTRAL CANADA JUMPING COMPETITION 
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downhill and slalom. Andy Tommy 
won the junior downhill and also the 
combined. Claude Richer showed his 
heels io win the junior cross-country 
by a very good margin. Ethel Ir
win shone in the ladies' section, win
ning both the slalom and combined. 
These results speak for themselves, 
considering the fine calibre of the 
competitors taking part. 

During the season, other members 
took part in competitions away from 
home, giving a .good account of their 
ability. Raymond Desrochers placed 
second in the George Washington 
Trophy jumping held · in Montreal, 
and this was only because he out
jumped the hill and fell on one try. 
Anne Heggtveit, our promising 10-
year old, journeyed to Huntsville to 
win the Ontario Junior Ladies' down
hill and slalom championships and 
we might mention that some of the 
ladies were not under 10 years. Even 
in the summertime, our competitors 
were winning trophies. George 
Grossman and Ronnie Carwardine 

v;ere first and second in the James 
I. Brewster Memorial race held on 
the Columbia Icefields on June 17th. 

Here in the Gatineau Zone also, 
Claude Richer won the cross-country 
end of the Eastern Canadian Junior 
4-way competition and Norm Barry 
was winner in both the downhill 
and sla1om. Andy Tommy and Ethel 
Irwin were tops in the men's and 

. women's division of . the Auditorium 
Trophy downhill and slalom held at 
Wakefield. The Journal Trophy, 
·emblematic of the Gatineau Zone 
downhill and slalom, was won by 
John Clifford, who split the downhill 
and slalom with Pierre Jalbert, Pierre 
winning the latter. Junior winner 
was Andy Tommy and in the ladies', 
it was Audrey Dunne. The City 'of 
Hull jumping trophy was won quite 
handily by Raymond Desrochers, not 
because of lack of competition, but 
because of the wonderful improve
ment and ability shown by Raymond. 

With the above res~lts in mind, 
one understands why John Clifford 
Andy Tommy, Raymond Desrochers, 
George Grossman and Ambie Quinn, 
our cross-eountry star, have been 
chosen by the Canadian Amateur 
Ski Association to represent Canada 
in the forthcoming world Cham
pionships 'being held in the United 
States at Lake Placid and Aspen, 
Colorado. It is indeed an honour to 
have so many of our skiers on a team 
representing our country. 

In closing, I would like to give a 
few words of advice to the younger 
competitors in the Ottawa Ski Club. 
Our top skiers will not always be 
there to win trophies. We must al
ways have new blood coming up. If 
you have the attitude: "How can I 
compete with Andy Tommy or John 
Clifford or Pierre Jalbert, etc," just 
remember that they, at one time, 
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proba-bly did not ski as well as you 
do (racing st~ndards are improving) , 
and if you do not train and compete 
with this in mind, a · slump will in
evitably occur, for continuous train
ing and ·competition are essential fllr 
champion skiers. 

The following are the Club Chain
pionship results for downhill and 
slalom. 

Men's Combined 
1. John Clifford . . . . . . . . . . 118 
2. Alex McDougall . . . . . . . . . . . 131 
3. Jim Soame .......... . 133 
4. Harold Godding . . . . . . . . . . 136 
5. Bob Murra_y ' ............. 137 
6. Gordie Be lot ........ . .... 138 

7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

Dave Gill ........ ... ... .. 
Charlie Burroughs 
Gil Jolicoeur . . ........... 
Frank Benoit ............. 
Claude Richer ..... ....... 
Gaby Beaudry ............. 
Frank Devine . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Paul Allen .. ........... 
John Gammell .... .. ...... 
Junior Dunne ............. 
Jack Nevins ............. 

Ladies Combined 
Audrey Dunne ....... . .. . 
Joan F.errier . .......... 
Anne Heggtveit . . . . . . . . . 
Joan Hanson . ........... 
Louise Lafleur . ... ....... 
~eslie Taylor . ........... 

49 

140 
141 
142 
142 
146 
148 
151 
152 
157 
174 
177 

156.4 
165.6 
180.8 
181.4 
197.4 
279.8 
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GREENE & ROBERTSON, LTD. 
INSURANCE 

53 METCALFE STREET OTTAWA 

DIAL 4-7766 

IRIDIAGNOSIS 

HOURS: 10-12 - 2-5 

Monday Thru Friday 

CHIROPRACTOR 

19 WILTON CRESCENT 

Fallen Arches Adjusted 

66 SLATER STREET PHONE 4~6446 

COPACABANA LIMITED 
DINING ROOM - DANCING 

OTTAWA CANADA 
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It's A Disease I 
By Blair Fraser 

A courple of years ago there was a 
mild dust-up in Parliament about 
the brand of publicity the Depart
ment of Health and Welfare was 
printing at the taxpayer's expense. 
One of the items mentioned was the 
illustrated booklet "Skiing for 
Health"-even the Minister, Hon. 
Paul Martin, admitted that this might 
be open to criticism. 

Mr. Martin was very sensible to 
concede this point. As a matter of 
fact the title "Skiing for Health" 
makes about as much sense as 
"Spending for Economy" or "Drink
ing for Sobriety". Skiing is not a 
medicine, it's a disease. 

In Ottawa it is annually epidemic. 
If you have a statistical mind, you 
could probably show that skiing is 
responsible for the loss of more man
hours than the common ·cold. Last 
winter ,the St. John Ambulance cart
ed off 207 casualties from Camp For
tune alone, .and this does not even 
count those of the wounded, like my
self, who were able to stagger home 
under their own steam before calling 
the doctor. 

And yet, such is the insidious na
ture of this national vice, nobody 
ever thinks 'of skiing as a contributor 
to ill health. We all seem to think 
that a tanned and muscular skier, in 
hospital with a broken leg, is still 
a healthier man than a pale and snif
fling civil servnt on his way .to work. 

The ,reason for this delusion is 
quite simple. Like alcohol, opiwn 
and the other enjoyable vices, skiing 
does make you feel good. iBruises, 
like headaches, don't become really 
painful until the next day. For the 

duration of your week-end bender 
on the hills, you feel a steady and 
superhuman exhilaration. The let. 
down cernes on Monday, but most 
skiers blame their hangover on the 
office, the weather, their bosses or 
their wives-any scapegoat will do, 
so long as the real culprit goes un
detected. 

A few people can take skiing or let 
it alone-they correspond to the 
"social drinkers" you read about in 
the articles on alcoholism. But in 
percentages, skiing is far more habit
forming than alcohol or even opium. 
The great majority of skiers very 
quickly reach the point where they 
can't do without it. 

In Ottawa this characteristic of the 
habit is not so noticeable, because the 
stuff is so readily available-we are 
like dope fiends who live in a mari
juana patch. But in New York and 
other remote ·outposts, thousands of 
skie;s demonstrate the lengths to 
which they will go to satisfy their 
craving. It is not uncommon for men 
and women to rboard .a train Friday 
evening, sit up in antique coaches 
until they reach some New Hamp
shire station in the small hours of the 
morning, put on their skis as dawn 
is breaking and ski all day. After 
a brief bit of sleep on Saturday night 
they repeat the process in reverse on 
Sunday, landing back at their offices 
Monday morning with only four to 
eight hours' sleep out of the previous 
72 hours. Skiing for health! 

Ottawans do not need to do this, 
but they betray the depth of their 
addiction in other ways. For example, 
they make it quite clear that they 
would rather ski than be healthy. 
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Complete Transportation Service 
For Skiers 

to the most popular trails and hills with ski tows: 

Dome Hill - Lemay's - Mountain Lodge - .Canyon 

Trail - the top .of Beamish Hill - Chalet Chamonix 

are all served by one of the following routes. 

KINGSMERE 

OLD CHELSEA WAKEFIELD 

81 FRONT ST. HULL TEL. 5-1486 
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One Saturday afternoon last win
ter, I cracked a rib-fell agaiqst a 
small sapling as I was heading home. 
I felt it crack as I went down, and 
knew I was in for trouble. The first 
thought that crossed my mind (I 
sw-ear this is true) was: "Damn it, 
maybe I won't be able to ski for the 
rest of the winter." 

I was able to get home all right, 
but by 10 o'clock that night I couldn't 
move--couldn't get in or out of a 
deep chair, couldn't undress without 
help. It was three weeks before 
I could get out of 'bed in the morn
ing without a slow, elaborate routine 
of rolling over and sliding out onto 
my knees. But it was exactly one 
week, to the day, before I was back 
on the hills. I didn't miss a single 
Saturday. 

When a heavy drinker goes back to 
the bottle after a bout of deliriwn 
tremens, even his ,booziest compan
ions look at him askance. Fellow 
skiers, however, thought it the most 
natural thing in the world for me to 
limp down the Canyon Trail with my 
rib encased in adhesive tape. Pro
bably do it good, they said. 

That is where skiing differs from 
the other social vices. It has not 
yet acquired their disrepute. Even 
among the highly respectable, there 
isn't the slightest hint of an Anti
Skiing League or a Women's Christ
ian Union Against Rushing Downhill. 
The fact that there are no ski hills 
near Toronto may account for this. 
For whatever reason, skiing today is 
where drinking was 126 years ago, 
when Queen Victoria was given a 
daily ration of beer in the nursery. 
Fathers who would never think of 
weaning their infants on gin. do not 
hesitate to take the poor innocents 
out on the hills, soon after they a re 
able to walk, and initiate them into 

a habit they will never be able to 
shake off. 

In most other respects, though, 
your skier has the usual character
istics of all addicts. For example, 
he will not admit-even to himself
the real nature of his habit . 

Very few drinkers will admit that 
they drink because they can't do 
without the stuff; they talk about 
sociability, relaxation, etc. In the 
same way, skiers talk about the won
derful sunshine, the wonderful scene
ry, the fresh air. 

The scenery is far better in the 
fall, when the leaves are out; at 
that season, where do you :find the 
ski addict? Out on the hill, breath
ing the .pure air? No, you find him 
down cellar repairing his gear. He 
has no interest in sunshine, scenery 
and pure air until there is snow on 
the hill. 

Obviously the best way to enjoy 
scenery and get exercise is to ski 
along the trails, up hill and down
and to give them credit, a few of the 
more moderate skiers do this. But 
the addicted majority spend t.he af
ternoon hanging on a tow-rope, in 
order to get themselves a minimum 
of exercise and a maximum of that 
half-terrifying, half-gratifying, whol
ly exhilarating downhill rush which 
is the essence of the ski habit. 

Skiing has another thing in com
mon with alcohol: it is cheap. In 
Dr. Samuel Johnson's time, when gin 
was first introduced to Britain, public 
houses used to adver tise that here 
a man might get "drunk for a pen
ny, dead drunk for tuppence, and 
straw to lie on for nothing." Since 
then, a temperance-infected state has 
deliberately raised the cost of alco
hol by taxing it , several hundred 
per cent. No one has yet thought of 



54 Ottawa Ski Club Year Book 1949-50 

using this device to put the ski habit 
out of the poor man's reach. 

Nowhere is skiing cheaper than in 
Ottawa. For the $5 you pay as mem
bership fee to the Ski Club, you get 
60 miles of excellent trail, four tow 
hills of -graduated difficulty, and a 
lodge to eat your lunch in (straw 
to lie on for nothing). You don't 
need to fi.gure the cost of overnight 
accommodation, because the hills are 
just 35 minutes' drive from your 
door, or a comparable bus ride. Out
side of the $1.25 for an all-day tow · 
ticket, if you want one, all you neei 
is .a dime for a cup of coffee, to wash 
down your sandwich lunch at Camp 
Fortune. 

Obviously, this cannot last. In a 
nation as firmly founded on Calvin
ism as Canada is, it's an axiom that 
anything enjoyable is sinful, and 
anything sinful ought to be against 
the law. It's only a matter of time 
before Societies for the Suppression 
of Sunday Skiing will have enc•.1Ur
aged the hungry Treasury into put
ting a tax on skis, boots, slacks and 
mitts, and perhaps into nationalizing 
ski tows. 

Right-thinking people will, of 
course, welcome this development, 
the opening of a new front in Cana
da's war against sin. Those Who are 
not right- thinking had better make 
the most of their time. 

ARMSTRONG & RICHARDSON 
SHOES OF DISTINCTION 

79 SPARKS STREET 

GOOD THINGS TO EAT 
FREE PARKING 

GATINEAU BUS SERVICE 
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Speak Up, Please 
By Doug. Cannan, 

Chairman, Hills and Trails. 

You own 300 acres of good ski 
country and you have a voice in 
the planning of a much larger area
but you never speak above a whisper. 
Do you want wide gentle h'ills, steep 
narrow hills, smooth scenic trails, or 
just Dunlopillo cushions on the sun 
benches? 

Comes fall, your Executive .sup
poses it will have to back the Trail 
Committee's hunches about what 
should be done to the hills and trails 
before another winter sets in. The 
Trail Committee has been thiTJking 
hard and asking its friends. It has a 
collection of maybe a hundred casual 
opinions but this is no selected eros<> 
section. We need Mr. Gallup, or 
maybe a crystal ball. We're haunted 
by the specters of abandoned ski 
runs. They were well planned ard 
well cleared b~t the crowds went 
elsewhere. 

Last year we had a sugestion box 
at Fortune-and two of the sugges
tions were about our trails. The box 
will be there again this winter. Let 
us know your wishes, and plt>ase give 
your name and phone number, as we 
may want to get some more details. 

You can stop reading now if you 
want to. That was the punch line. 
But in case you've started thinking 
here's some .grist for the mill. 

The Canyon trail is too crowded. 
An alternate run could be cut from 
the Top of the World to Fortune 
keeping to the left of the present 
series of hills. It would have two 
fast slides- better than anything on 
the present trail- but there might 

be fifty feet more flat. Would you 
use it? 

The Canyon "horne" to LeMay's 
is crowded too. We're improving a 
few of the worst spots this fall but 
the general problem is hard to deal 
with. Sufficient widening to really 
handle the hungry homing herd 
would be difficult, especially on the 
side-hill below Wattsford's Lookout. 
No alternative trail ·could have as 
steady a grade, and there's plenty of 
evidence that "you" won't choose 
walking very far on the level even 
to get to a run like the Kandahar. 

And leave us consider the snow 
bunny-not you, your friend you're 
teaching to ski. We're hoping to 
make Pleasant Valley a :bit more 
pleasant for him this winter. The 
last run on it now can be more terri
fying than the Canyon. But how are 
you going to get him back to Le
May's? He'll really cause a traffic 
jam on the Canyon. We could lay 
out a beginners' return trail if we 
were sure it would be used. 

Speaking of crowds (we were a 
while back), take a look at the Dun
lop Road. Alternatives are easy. 
For the experts we may get time to 
revive an old branch of the c6te. It 
will put you right in behind the 
wheel of your car. For the less ener
getic, there's the Horne Run, to which 
a little brushing would add a detour 
'round the rock ledge. 

Again there's the route the Trail 
Riders opened last year to Beamish's. 
"Opened" may be an exaggeration, 
but if you stood up you got to 
Beamish's plenty fast. Would "you" 
like it improved? 
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We've not considered tow-hill 
types yet. This year the fourth tow 
(from the Morning After) will be 
serving a new hill between Travel
ler's and Bonnie Brae. The tow will 
be an easy one, and the hill though 
long and fast has no unpleasant bits. 
Further tree clearing, if you want 
it, will provide a variety of easier 
slopes. 

We're planning to keep our tow 
hills in shape with paid workers this 

·year, so we should have a fair va
riety of hills in good condition to 
help you try to figure out what you 
want. Let us know what you decide. 
And, by the way, will you tell us 
why the left branch of the Malcolm 
Macdonald -gets so little business. It 
comes right back to the tow and 
there are no flat bits, not even 
slightly. 

* * * 
Have you any suggestions? 

Can you write? 

There's paper and a pencil by the 
suggestion box.' 

If you want to support this publi
cation, patronize our advertisers
they pay the shot. 

SKI-SLACKS 
by FAIRWAY 

and DEACON 

SKI-PARKAS 
STATION COATS 

WOOL GABARDINE 
- SKI-SHIRTS -

MEN'S WEAR 
2 Stores 

Cor. BANK and QUEEN STREETS 

00 RIDEAU STREET 

ATTENTION SKIERS! 

LATOUR'S 
TAXI CABS 

ARE AT YOUR 

SERVICE 

AT All HOURS 

DIAl 

5-8555 

199 SlATER STREET 
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Alexander Hill 
By J. S. P. 

Early morning of Sunday February 
13, the rain was coming down steadi
ly. It looked as though all the pre
parations made for the Central Cana
da Championships and the opening 
of the .new downhill would be un
availing. The radio blared forth 
stern warnings that the roads were 
impossible for traffic and that even 
to venture out on foot was to court 
disaster. But just when the situation 
seemed hopeless, a few blobs of wet 
snow appeared among the rain
drops, then the wind veered and a 
snowstorm developed. Spirits rose 
- the radio changed its tune-skiers 
in the Capital City grabbed their 
skis and trappings and fled to the 
Gatineau hills. 

At 11:45 His Excellency the Gover
nor General was met at Dunlop's by 
President Marshall and other mem
bers of the Executive. The Vice
Regal party comprised: His Excel
lency, Hon. Mrs. Milbank (wife of 
the Comptroller), Lady Sudeley, Miss 
A. Gibbs (Lady-in-Waiting to Lady 
Alexander), J. Frank Delaute (Asst. 
Sec'y to the Governor General), Ma
jor the Hon. Desmond Chichester, 
A.D.C., and the following children: 
Hon. Brian Alexander, Warren Bar
ron, Valerie Delaute, Judy Delaute. 

The whole rparty proceeded to the 
Lockeberg Lodge on skis and arrived 
in time to see part of the slalom 
races. An informal luncheon was 
served at 1 p.m. A great deal uf 
credit is due Doris Hollingworth 
(Chairman o:f, the Ladies' Committee) 
and her assistants, both for the pre
paration of the meal and the efficient 
service rendered. 

Lunch was scarcely over when His 

Excellency got up saying he had to 
"run over to Brennan's hut". Soon 
he was off on his skis with a mys
terious looking can. tucked Jlllder one 
arm. If you think it is easy to ski 
almost a mile, up hill and down, 
with a smooth, slippery can in your 
armpit-just try it. However, it 
seems that His Excellency was skiing 
up at Fortune during •the week and 
dropped into the caretaker's quarters, 
where Bill Brennan supplied him 
with ·a leather lace to fix his pole and 
Mrs. Brennan served a cup of tea. In 
appreciation of the hospitality, the 
Governor General had brought up 
the gift of a tin of maple syrup pro
duced from the Rideau Hall trees. 

By t-he time Viscount Alexander 
had complete the circuit to his hill, 
everything was in readiness for the 
official opening. At the sound of a 
bugle a number of expert skiers 
blasted down the hill and as they 
approached the out-run His Excel
lency cut the ribbon which stretched 
across. But no flowery speech ac
companied this ceremony, only the 
following modest, simple words: "In 
opening this hill, which I have the 
honour of having named after me, I 
wish it many years of good sport for 
good sportsmen." The Governor 
General, wearing that pleasant, 
quizzical smile which makes him 
beloved :by all, took a lively interest 
in the stunts of the young speedsters, 
and asked the name of one who 
made spectacular leaps at natural 
take-offs. He was Earl Routliffe, an 
Intermediate member of the club. 

Returning to the jump, we climbed 
up to the judges' stand to see the sky
riders perform. Despite a bitter 
wind Which sprang up in the late 
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afternoon His Excellency remained 
there until the last jump was made. 
The competition was run off with 
d~spatch and naturally the highlight 
was the gr-aceful and thrilling per
formance of Petter Hugstead, of 
Norway, the recently-crowned Olym
pic champion . 

. The final ceremony was the pre
sentation of prizes to the Central Ca
nada champions. Anyway, darkness 
was closing in when the Vice-Regal 
party glided down Dunlop's to end a 
day which marked another milestone 
in the club's history. 

J!red {J. Wilson. 
JEWELLER 

SKI TROPHIES A SPECIALTY 

WINDSOR HOTEL 

QUEEN & METCALFE STS. 

OTTAWA, ONT. 

PHONE 2-1467 

LODGE ETIQUETTE 
1. Before entering the lodge, shake the snow off your boots. 
2. Show your badge to the checker. Your badge should be sewn on your 

slacks not carried in your pocket. Pay the guest fee ($1.00) if you are not 
a member. It will be returned to you if you purchase a membership 
at McGiffin's, 80 Sparks Street, within two weeks. 

3. Hang up your haversack at once. Don't throw it on a table. There are 
plenty of hooks. 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 

CUZNER HARDWARE 
CO. LIMITED 

521 . SUSSEX STREET OTTAWA 

SKI TOGS HAVE TO TAKE IT! 
WOODS GARMENTS are ready to tackle 

the roughest trails and take them in stride. 

WOODS SLEEPING ROBES are a necessity 
to a night on the trail. 

* 
SEE YOUR DEALER - ASK FOR 

"WOODS ROUGH RIDER BRAND" - "CANADA 
GOOSE BRAND" - "ARCTIC DOWN INSULATED 

PRODUCTS" 

* 
WOODS MANUFACTURING CO. 

LIMITED 
HULL - QUEBEC 

Ski Boots Repaired and Altered 

HACKETT'S the 
8hoemakers 

428 BANK STREET PHONE 2-4700 
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The Gatineau Hills 
By Howard Kennedy, C.E., F.E. 

The average Canadian, urban or 
rural, pays little attention · to the 
forests or forestry. A ski-club mem
ber normally should be several 
notches above the average citizen but 
it seem probable that the first gleam 
of forest consciousness dawns on him 
when he misses the tum and wraps 
himself (or herself) around a unit 
of the Gatimiau Park Forest. 

If such is the case he (or she) 
sliould riot look on the matter in 
the light of disaster or as a subject 
to be avoided or minimized in sub
sequent discussion at the lodge. De
spite the possibility of broken skis, 
poles, bones or displaced vertebrae, 
he should look on such an encounter 
as a turning point in his life and 
from that day forward he may be
come as great a bore to his friends, 
as the author of this article when 
he gets his victim, cornered and holds 
forth at length concernin'g forest 
cover, top soil, erosion, water levels, 
etc. 

With returning consciousness and 
as soon as he has been helped to 
his feet, even before he assembles 
and assesses the damage to his gear, 
the skier should note down the exact 
location, species, diameter, awro
ximate height. etc. of the tree in
volved. He may some day wish to 
hang a memorial plaque on it to in
dicate the spot where he first became 
interested in · forestry. 

Toward spring when the bones 
have knit sufficiently that he may be 
moved to the solarium with other 
convalescents he may begin to won
der about his own particular tree and 
its companions in the surrounding 
area. That may naturally lead up to 

thoughts about the nature of the 
original forest on the Gatineau Hills 
before there were ski lodges or 
trails, when the first settlers arrived. 
If he is endowed with hind-sight 
he may arrive at conclusions some- . 
thing of this nature. 

The scene has changed vastly since 
the first .McCloskeys, Fleurys, Cham
berlains, .Murphys and other early 
settlers looked upon the Gatineau 
Hills. Then towering white pines 
formed the major species, giving 
character to the landscape, with 
white spruce also ·an important fea
ture. Hardwoods were mixed in 
with the pines and spruces but did 
not dominate the picture as they 
do at present. 

With the arrival of Philemon Wright 
in 1819 and the subsequent develop
ment in the vicinity of the Chaudiere, 
lumbering commenced on the fiat 
lands along the Ottawa and Gatineau 
Rivers where the soil was rich and 
logging activities simple and cheap. 

The settlement pattern in this area 
differed little from that in other parts 
of Eastern Canada. Settlers follow
ed quickly on the heels of the lum
bermen and endeavoured .to develop 
homes on the partially cleared land .• 
They worked on the land in spring 
and summer, and in the lumber 
camps during the fall and winter 
months in order to obtain a cash 
income. 

Through Eastern Canada the story 
of land clearing following lumber 
operations has been a melancholy 
repetition of disastrous fires. Settlers 
have waited for the dry weather in 
May, when the slash from cutting 
operations burns readily, before set-
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ting their fires. Changes of wind and 
just ordinary carelessness have let 
these fires get out of control with 
the result that many acres have been 
burned over, some several times, for 
each one cleared. Nobody worried 
.about the loss of forest in the old 
days because it was believed that 
forest resources were inexhaustible 
and any measure which cleared the 
land was justified. 

The inevitable result was that 
nearly all the white pine that might 
have formed a new crop was de
stroyed by these repeated fires. The 
broad-leafed species, whose seeds 
normally have much better facilities 
than the <:onifers for distribution by 
means of wind, established them
selves more quickly and now form 
the vast bulk of the forests in the 
Gatineau Slopes. Over the decades, 
the pines and spruces are re
establishing themselves by spreading 
out from the few specimens which 
survived the fires. In another cen
tury it is possible that they will 
again dominate the picture. 

An interesting phase of the older 
settlements is also obvious. As the 
clay lands on the river fiats be<:ame 
occupied, the later settlers cleared 
farms on the poorer soils on the 
mountain sides and even on top. 

This naturally poor soil, covered 
by the remaining portion of the ac
cumulated humus of the centuries 
not destroyed by fire, yielded a few 
bumper crops, sufficient to trick the 
owner into building a permanent set 
of barns, stables, fences, etc. in ad
dition to his dwelling. Then the 
relentless forces of nature set · to 
work. With the passing of years 
erosion, assisted by agricultural me
thods not suitable to the retention of 
the top soil, removed the fertile 
covering overlaying the base of 

mineral soiL The only possible solu
tion was to abandon the farms and 
let the area return to forest. 

The rise of Kingsmere as a sum
mer colony furnished a source of in
come to the descendants of some of 
these pioneers, but it is to be noted 
that no farm above the fiats in the 
neighbourhood of Old Chelsea area 
or along the Meach Lake Road has 
proved capable of providing, by 
means of agriculture, a living for its 
occupant. It is therefore most fit
ting that the Gatineau Hills area 
around Camp Fortune has been 
created into a park and that it will 
be dedicated to the growing of forests 
in perpetuity. 

With the passing of years much 
can be done to improve the quality 
of the existing forests. Inferior spe
cies, and poor specimens of the bet
ter species, may be removed and a 
chance given to those of better qua
lity. The young pines and spruces 
may be given encouragement and 
protection in their battle with hard
woods: and contrary to what most 
people think, because of the calm 
which normally pervades the forests, 
there is a battle to the death con
stantly going on. The crowns of the 
trees fight for access to the sunlight 
above ground. and the roots battle 
for the moisture and soil nourish
ment below, with survival going to 
the fittest not necessarily the most 
beautiful or the most valuable speci
men. 

Science can do much to regulate 
this forest battle and ,give assistance 
where it is most usefuL It therefore 
may well prove that in a coup_le of 
generations the area will be restored 
to its former glory, with the pines 
and the hardwoods mixed in their 
proper proportions as nature had 
provided before man upset the 
balance. 
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This woodland area which has 
proved so inhospitable to farmers 
is now showing that when put to 
its proper use of growing trees, it is 
not only one of the finest year
round recreation centres in Canada 
but it can •become a valuable econo
mic asset in the production of timber. 

There may be some who will argue 
that no trees should be cut for com
mercial reasons on the area. They 
are false prophets. The finest and 
most attractive forests are those 
which are tended and in which trees 
are removed as they reath maturity, 
to let ·others grow. Many trees should 
be removed before maturity in order 

!t/ 
-/ 

to release more valuable or more 
beautiful trees from their competi
tion. Therefore let us not mourn 
the trees that disappear for good 
reasons but rather let us welcome 
and care for the young trees which 
replace them. 

In the meantime, every skier, hiker 
or hunstman should be meticulous 
in observing all regulations aimed 
toward perpetuating and improving 
the forests. They are already beau
tiful and a wonderful asset to the 
community. With your care and 
assistance they may be improved. 
By our carelessness they could easily 
be destroyed. 

Contributions for next year 's issue 
should be typed double space and 
sent in to the editor, 76 Renfrew Ave., 
as early as possible, not later than 
Sept. 15th, 1950. 

8portswear 
Beautifully Cleaned 

Perfectly Pressed 

-SPECIAL-
CASH and CARRY 

6 Hour Service 

REG'C'LAR 
3 Day Service 

BROOKSHIRE 
324 LAURIER AVE. W. 310 BANK ST. 390 DALHOUSIE ST. 
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This Ski Club Racket I ! 
By Bob McGiffin 

Have you ever looked about in the 
Ca)llP Fortune area with its four 
busy ski tows, its two lodges filled 
with members, its cafeteria queue, 
its many hills crowded with skiers, 
and said to yourself or your chum, in 
an I-know-better voice, "Taey call 
this a non-profit organization. Just 
look at the money roll in to-day ! ! 
What a r:acket! !" 

Maybe you or your chum just got 
stuck for a dollar "Just to go in the 
lod-ge for a cup of coffee". Perhaps 
you've been a member for 20 years 
and resent the ifact that the checker 
made your ·chum pay the dollar guest 
fee, even though you wouldn't have 
taken him to your golf club without 
paying his green fees. Ma)'lbe you 
forgot your own b~dge and the 
checker asked you to pick up a re- -
fundable guest permit for one dol
lar. Of course you might think $1.25 
a day is steep for the use of four 
ski tows, or a dime too high for a 
"coke", or in fact, you coul.d feel 
that $6.00 a year is too much for 
annual dues. Possibly you have 
never had a chance to ski in other 
areas, therefore have no .basis of 
coiilJParison for your skiing expenses. 
Perhaps some misinformed person 
told you all the ski country belonged 
to the Federal District Commission 
and the Club has no need to collect 
fees since there is no longer any 
expense. Maybe you got wind · of 
the high paid Presidential job and 
the over-paid directors. (Actually 
the officials receive no honorarium 
and pay their own membership fees.) 

Even if the thought that the ski 
club is making lots of money doesn't 

dampen your enjoyment of the rest 
of the day's skiing, probably when 
you drop into the lodge to have a rest 
you will not give a thought to the 
fad that there are fires going in 
eight or nine stoves, that fresh wa
ter is available, and that a cafeteria 
staff is on hand with a reasonable 
variety of food and drinks. Also, 
maybe it did not occur to you that 
the assistance being rendered to a 
hurt skier you saw was not just 
impromptu, but had been prear
ranged. 

However, all those things fit into 
a financial story. The stoves didn't 
start themselves. A caretaker, paid 
the year around, started the fires and 
before the winter is over will carry 
30 cords of wood to the stoves in 
Camp Fortune. The water didn't 
just flow into that bucket, it had to 
be pumped from a well drilled 110 
feet into the oldest rock in the world 
at a cost of $500.00. When you peer 
closely you see the spectres of oper
ating costs rearing their ugly little 
heads. Scattered all around you see 
"things" like the well and its pump, 
the ambulance equipment, the first
aid building, the lodges, (old and 
new) the sun benches, the ski jUIIlJP, 
the waxing room, the horse, the 
stable for the horse, the little nails 
for repairing skis, ad infinitum. 

This accumulation of "things" is 
your ski club prolfit that almost 
ruined your day. 

Profit is the dollars left over from 
all the dollars paid in by members 
and guests after operating bills have 

. been paid. These dollars left over 
are used to buy certain "things" that 
will promote skiing generally arid 
benefit Ottawa Ski Club members in 
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particular. During the past 32 years 
the O.S.C. has been able to buy al
most 47 thousand dollars worth of 
these "things" for the use of its 
members. 

It hasn't always been easy for the 
executive to come through a year 
with a profit either. Take 1932, 
when the club revenue dwindled to 
$1,500. Only three years before 
(192·9) it had hit a new high of $6,300. 
However, the Club had enough re
serves and a good credit standing, so 
it hung on until in 1~9 the income 
was slightly over $4,000. The war 
years saw the club enjoying an in
flated membership with a peak of 
fees paid of $10,300 in the winter of 
1945-46. Unfortunately, however, 
operating costs on your lodges were 
inflated also to $4,150 that year. In 
1932 the same numper of lodges only 
cost $715.00 to operate. Out of every 
dollar of membership fees in 1932 
it took 48 .cents to operate the lodges, 
but in 1945 i·t took only 41 cents out 
of every membership dollar. Certain 
costs remain about the same whether 
the club operates for 1000, 2000, or 
even 3000 members. With a large 
membership many more dollars are 
available t<> spend <>n bigger and bet
ter "things": trail and hill develop
ment, travelling expenses for our 
competitors, and winter maintenance 
of trails. If we want a nice bi•g 
slice of cak·e, we must start off wLth 
a big cake. 

The cafeteria is not a source of re
venue for the club. The operator 
rpays a rental that may possibly pay 
for the wood used, if the chef doesn't 
use too much. The club directors 
feel that the cafeteria is a desirable 
service for skiers at Camp Fortune 
and in <>rder t<> have this service pro
vided some inducement must be of
fered. If a high rental were c<>llect-



Ottawa Ski Club Year Book 1949-50 67 

ed- from the operator, he in turn 
Would have to collect it from the 
members by means of higher prices 
on the counter. No one yet has made 
easy money at Camp F-ortune. Sure, 
the operator makes money, or he 
wouldn't be the!1e. The risk is great. 
Look back at your ski diary and see 
how few crowded Sundays we had 
last year. Then look up the num
•ber of good weeks that finished with 
a sleet or rain on Friday or Satur
day night. Suppose you are the oper
ator. -If during the week the wea
ther is gQod you will naturally order 
·a heavy stock. If Sunday is raine::l 
out, you're down. If a poor week is 
followed by a snowfall Saturday and 
a perfect Sunday, the crowd is cut 
and you'v·e got no sUJpplies and no
where to get them. In any event it 
is sort of financial tragedy. Some
times the weathel'iiilan is good hu
moured all winter, but even then you 
couldn't possibly have more than 12 
days' business. At least, no one has 
had yet. December and .April week
ends are not profitable but service 
must be provided anyway. The cafe
teria concessionaire has difficulties 
in the fields of transportation, labour 
and spoilage. Besides he has no 
monopoly-if people don't like what 
he serves or the prices he charges 
he gets lots of competition-just 
about 3000 skiers with their own 
knapsacks. The ski club is fair a•bout 
this too. Frying pans, tea pots and 
cook stoves are in . all but one lodge 
for the use of the members. 

The ski tows in t!he Camp Fortune 
area do provide a revenue for the 
Club. The ski tow operator has 
agreed to make available certain ser
vices for Ottawa Ski Club members. 
His rates are set by contract after 
careful consideration by the di-!1ectors 
of the O.S.C. Ten per cent of the 
gross receipts of the ski tow opera-
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MUSGROVE'S 

tor -come to the Club. This money, 
which may amount to from two to 
four hundred dollars a year, is the 
only way the Club can get back the 
money spent in the past 15 years in 
pioneering ski tows in· this district. 
The Big Hill at Shawbridge had the 
first ski tow in Canada in 1932. Our 
Slalom Hill had a ski tow in 1937. 
A trial and error ·series of schemes 
to run a rop tow on the erratic con
tours of Joe Morin Hill cost the club 
well over $3,000.00 cash. No record 
of the hours and hours of volunteer 
labour that went into the effort to 
change the awkward shape of the hill 
is available. Some of the rbest brains 
of the National Research Council of 
the '30s devised ways and means of 
hopping the humps. But every me
thod required more than the avail
able amount of money at the time. 
The experiment of a club-operated 
sK:i tow passed and private enter
prise took over, in the person of the 
much-travelled expert skier John 
Clifford. John's first two years left 
something to be desired in the way 
of ski tow service for the member·s. 
However, last winter with new 
equipment, more experience and new 
ideas, there was little room for com
plaint on ski tow operation. Clif
ford is making money, you say. Sure 
he is making money, that's what he's 
there for! That's why he has in
vested over $7000.00 capital in the 
ski tow venture. Also, he's taking 
people from the bottom of the hills 
to the top and that's what a lot of 
people want. There is no place in 
North America where four ski tows 
are available :for the price charged at 
Camp Fortune. However, while our 
operator is willing to advise the ski 
club directors and supervise the 
clearing of new hills, he does not have 
to pay for the clearing himself, so 
it works out fair to all. Membership 
fees pay for the tow hills and only 

DRUG S TORE 

F'. W . MU SGROVE 

CO RN ER 

BANK AND NEPEAN 

STRE E T S 

OTTAWA 
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members can ride the tows. Spon
gers can use the hills, but they have 
to climb. 

Spongers shouldn't be treated so 
harshly maybe! But why should the 
guy who has chipped in his six bucks 
for the privilege of using those "47 
thousand dollars worth of things" 
and who is helping to pay for the 
current operating expenses have to 
stand in line one second longer be
cause a fellow who doesn't believe 
in ski clubs rides on the tow rope. 
Just one sponger wouldn'•t matter, 
but what if we have 500 or 1,000 to 
contend with? 

"When you stand on the knoll at 
Camp Fortune you are about tihe 
centre of a 300-acre area owned by 
the membershilp of the Ottawa Ski 
Club. This little knoll set amidst the 
amphitheatre of beautiful hills was 
discovered about 32 years ago iby the 
charter members af the ski clUib. In 
those days there was no kindly Gati
neau Park for a neighbor and no 
Federal District Commission Forester 
to see that the much needed trees 
were left on the slopes about Camp 
Fortune. The skiers got panicky 
about the encroaching wood cutters. 
Their plea of "Woodsman spare that 
tree" was of no avail unless they 
owned the tree themselves. In the 
1920's and early 30's a vigorous "Buy 
a tree" Campaign was carried on. 
Maybe l j 2 a buck bought an oak, 
two bits gave the ri:ght to lean on 
a basswood, a dime bought a sapling. 
Then Mort, (the late President C. E. 
Mortureux) counted the trees on an 
acre or two and traded the equivalent 
in dimes and quarters with the vil
lainous woodcutters, and soon the 
skiers breathed easier. But it wasn't 
until a car was raffled that the 300 
acres became the skiers · very own. 
About 1937 the Gatineau National 
Park supervised by the Federal Dis-
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trict Commission bought the lands 
adjoining the Club property. Many 
trails much farther afield than the 
skiers had ever hoped to protect were 
now safe from the wood<Cutter. 

When the current "Downhill" phase 
of skiing started, the Ottawa Ski 
Club began investing money and 
much volunteer labour into the land 
to provide for open hill skiing where 
n-ature had mistakenly put trees. The 
Ski Club Night Riders undertook and 
accomplished heavy jobs of lum
bering and bridge building similar 
to the exploits of Paul Bunyan. 
Within our boundaries new trails 
were cut and old ones widened. Si
gurd Lockeberg worked successfully 
to move the ski jumping acztivities 
from Rockcliffe Park to Camp For
tune. 

Part of this 300-acre tract has been 
developed almost to a saturation 
point but much of it is still to be 
used. Many wooded slopes west of 
Camp Fortune Lodge seldom are 
marked by skis. Club property ex
tends .from the Slalom hill to the top 
of the Little Dipper; from the swamp 
near the Top-of-the-World to For
tune Lake. 

Just beyond the blaze marks of 
the boundary, and within them too, 
the Gatineau Park was adding to the 
trail system, bridging creeks, erect
ing a bush telephone line, organiz
ing fire fighting, and creating a wild
life sanctuary. Snowplowing was 
no longer a worry for skiers because 
the F.n.c. took a hand in this. Dur
ing the war years the Gatineau Park 
budget was very small and took 
care only of maintenance costs in 
the park. whereas the skiers of this 
district, not being dependent on 
Government grants, enjoyed an in
flated revenue with which to provide 
for an inflated membership. Now 
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that the Park is operating on a more 
normal 'budget we can expect some 
development work to be done for 
skiing. Last year as a result of 
F.D.C. funds and John Clifford's "ski
know-how" combined, our skiers en
joyed a new slalom hill cut on Park 
lands adjoining ski club property. 
This hill was opened by the Gover
nor General and named Viscount 
Alexander Hill. 

But before we forget, let's glance 
bac.k to that skier you saw getting 
first aid. If he hasn't got a member
ship badge he is probably the most 
embarrassed guy you ever saw. He 
probably just came up afternoons, 
and said to his friends that he didn't 
need a membership because he never 
went into the lodge until the checker 
went home anyway, and it wasn't 
worth six bucks to be able to buy a 
tow ticket. He didn't want to chip 
in to rpay for clearing trails and hills 
and he didn't know there was first 
aid set up. If he had known, he 
would have told you the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade do the first aid 
work free. He would have been right 
too. The Brigade even bring their 
own motor ambulance with them 
and set up a Casualty Clearing Sta
tion at Old Chelsea. But this char
acter conveniently for.gets that all 
this activity costs somebody money. 
The St. John raises funds by public 
subscription and the ski club now 
donates to this fund lOc a member 
and lc for eaoh paying guest. The 
Club donation should be well over 
$200.00 annually. This donation is 
in addition to costs of blankets, first 
aid sleighs, first aid cabin, a driver 
with :horse and sleigh standing by 
for the use of any casualties. The F. 
D. C. bush 'phone line is used to 
summon the ambulance and these 
calls are relayed by the Park Super
intendent, Ted Richards. So the 

SKIERS ARE WELCOME 

AT 

6/ea {jarden 
RESTAURANT 

145 SPARKS STREET 

DRESSES 

COATS 

SPORTSWEAR 

Telephone 5-4928 

68 SPARKS STREET 
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"non-member casualty" learns these 
1Jhings the hard way and at first 
hand. He is sent home with the best 
wishes of the organization for a 
speedy recovery of his injury, ibut 
with little sympathy for his em
barrassment. 

Chelsea last season, and this often 
included providing transportation to 
parkin'g lot, home or hospital. 

So to sum it all up, the next time 
you think of your ski club as a racket 
remember you did yourself a favour 
by joining, and tell your chum that 
the only way to make something out 
of a racket is to get into it. 

All the services of the Ottawa Ski 
Club are not required by every mem
ber, but it takes the fees of every 
member to provide all the services. 
Figures show that 113 skiers required 
first aid at Camp Fortune or Old 

Additional Copies of this Book may 
be purchased at local news stands. 
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A. L. & W. 
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meals at reasonable prices, comfortable bedrooms 
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Ski Wedding 
By J. S. P. 

On Saturday, January 8, 1949, in 
St. Matthias Anglican Church a 
unique marriage took place which 
cannot go unrecorded in the annals 
of the Ottawa Ski Club. It was the 
••skiing-est" wedding ever to be 

held in Ottawa. 

The bride was Barb. Benoit, who 
used to Ski for Glebe, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Benoit, 
senior members of the club, and 
sister of Frank, Jr .. who is a well
known racer. The brideg.room was 
Bill Irving, former Director of the 
club and doughty ex-Captain of the 
Night Riders, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
David A. Irving. 

Rev. C. H. Roach performed the 
ceremony and William Dunning was 
the soloist. 

Given in marr.iage by her father 
the bride wore a gown of satin em
broidered ninon, with a matching 
coronet head-dress and ·finger-tip 
veil. She carried a bouquet of white 
roses and wore a necklace of pearls. 

Jane CI.appison attended the bride 
as maid-of-honour and Elmer Cassel, 
past 2nd Vice-President and former 
Night Rider, was best man. The 
ushers were Wilf. Radford, Frank 
Benoit, Jr., Bob and Ted Irving. 

As the roung couple left the church 
they passed through •an arch of :>kis 
formed by a guard of honour, com
prising the following past and pre
sent Night Riders: Geof. Crain, Alex. 
Hussey, Dalton Wood, Ted Crain, 
Gordon Grant and Jim Moore. 

THE BRIDE AND GROOM LEAVING THE CHURCH 
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The reception, held at the Orange 

Lantern, resembled .a reunion of the 

Ottawa Ski Club and the bride's 

cake, which was ornamented by a 

miniature coupl~ of skiers, was cut 

with the machette which Bili had 

wielded many years on the trai!s. 

Going away Mrs. Irving wore a ski 

suit of g-rey -gabardine and atop th~ 

car were two pair of skis. 

Note: It should have been men
tioned that going ' away the groom 
wore a handsome windbreaker with 
matching zipper, his slacks were o! 
blue gabardine material, fitted at 
the wai~t. To complete his ensemble, 
he wore a hand-knit pair of diamond 
socks and slightly-worn downhill ski 
boots, with solid brass clips. Wearing 
no head-dress, the charming young 
groom's only ornament was a gold
plated pin of crossed skis. 

For Latest Information on Ski Resorts - Ski Tours 

See 

ALLAN'S TRAVEL SERVICE 
63 SPARKS ST. OTTAWA PHONE 3-4956 

RESERVATIONS MADE WITHOUT CHARGE 

BUSH GAMBLE COMPANY 
Wholesale Tobaccos, Confectionery and Sundries 

465 GLADSTONE AVE. PHONE 2-9471 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 
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OTTAWA DAIRY DIVISION 

PHONE 2-5741 

DINING ROOM 
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Irish Inter 1 ude 
. B y Kathleen A. McElroy 

During the months that stretch 
between the melting of the last snow
flake on the northern pitch of the 
Canyon and the time when the hill
sides are again dothed in white, a 
skier must find some other way in 
which to live joyously. Because to 
live joyously is the nature o"f skiers
born of intimate association with hills 
and open fields and sun and snow 
and-yes-rain too. Such associa
tion must :be for twelve months in 
the year, and when snow is lacking 
almost any skier will hike miles to a 
hilltop. For greater ease in <:overing 
distance, plus joy of motion, some of 
us use Oicycles. 

Having spent numerous delightful 
holidays cycling through various 
sections of Ontario and Quebec, two 
of us were overcome by a desire to 
see Ireland ·bY bicycle and took off 
from Dorval on a fine spring evening 
to arrive the following afternoon at 
Shannon. Next m orning, in Lime
rick, we each purchased a bicycle 
outfitted with three-speed gear, a 
basket and a luggage carrier. To the 
carrier could be strapped the canvas 
bag in which was packed our entire 
wardrobe and other equipment for 
the journey, all of which was kept 
to what we considered a minimum. 
In my case, it came to twenty-five 
pounds (bag included) according to 
the airport scales. Nevertheless it 
was adequate for a month of travel
ling. 

The afternoon was spent in getting 
accustomed to our new English bi
cycles and in enj<ilying our first taste 
of the narrow Irish roads that wound 
between well-kept hedges of inlfinite 
variety . Along these roads ambled 
donkeys or horses .pulling two-

wheeled carts, and over their smooth 
surface rolled many cycles but very 
few motor cars or trucks. Happily 
we let the miles slip past-and also 
the hours-on that first golden after
noon. 

But we were to sleep that night at 
Adair- ten miles away. We had 
chosen the end of May and th,e begin
ning of June for our adventure in 
order that we might have long bright 
evenings, and we had no misgivings 
about strapping our packs to our lug
gage carriers and faring forth at nine 
o'clock. Twilight, as everyone knows, 
is a time of birdsong and the Irish 
roadsides are well populated with 
birds-perhaps because of the thick 
hedges that provide shelter. We 
were deli.ghted with many a tuneful 
note, and that evening w e heard for 
the ,first time a cuckoo in the flesh
quite recognizable from familiarity 
with the clock variety-and the odd 
harsh creak of the corncrake. 

Ireland has been described as hav
ing the contours of a saucer- a flat 
central plain surrounded by mount
ains along the coast. Our route 
was mainly through the hilly country 
in the coastal counties. b ut only oc
casionally :brought us to the sea. 
From the County of Limerick we 
crossed into Kerry. It is no doubt 
possible to see Kerry without the a id 
of a bicycle, but at .bicycle speed
with stops when the urge overcame 
one- one could dwell at any length 
on each p ar ticular b it of beauty . Oh, 
the luck of the Irish was w ith us! 
We had just reached Tralee when 
we chanced to meet friends (for so 
they became immedia tely) who lived 
some ten miles out the Dingle road, 
and to whom we h ad in troductions. 



78 Ottawa Ski Club Year Book 1949-50 

MISS McELROY AT ROADSIDE FOUNTAIN 

We were invited to lunch the next 
day-a day, as it turned out, of 
gusty wind and scudding clouds that 
changed the sky a hundred times 
from sapphire to indigo. As we start
ed out, the wind howled and whined 
and nearly blew us off the road, but 
.,oon we made a turn to a rather 
less exposed stretch and from there 
on could turn our attention from tbe 
business of peddling to enjoyment of 
our surroundings. The fields to our 
left ran steeply up into hills and 
were dotted with the yellow furze 
and white thorn now so familiar. 
The K·erry mountains gloomed in the 
near distance through shrouds of 
heavy mist. To our dght, past swamp
land where large patches of golden 
iris gladdened the eye and long grass 
swayed and rippled in the wind, was 
the .green sea outlined in white froth 
where it broke on the shore . Blue 
violets and tiny asters grew close by 
the blackberry hedge that bordered 
the wad. 

Of course we went to Killarney. 
The run from Tralee to Killarney 
was featured .by a minor mishap that 
actually provided (as all our exper
iences did) added interest and plea
sure. My cylcle developed gear 
trouble and I had decided it would 
have to be pushed to the next mecha-

nic-how many miles I had no way 
of telling. But no. There were 
other cyclists on the road, and no 
Irishman would pass by when a lady 
was in difficulties. So the trouble 
was made right--after a good half 
hour of labour on the part of a gal
lant Irishman, who, we also found, 
had a fund of knowledge about the 
birds and flowers and trees along 
the road and who showed us, for the 
first time, the shamrock- so tiny and 
inconspicuous that, though growing 
abundantly, it was not easily noticed. 
It was only a few miles from Tralee 
that we had come upon some gypsies, 
complete with covered wagons and 
camp-fires by the roadside. We each 
had our fortune told once. That I 
thought was enough, so stonily held 
out ·against cajoles and threats when 
waylaid the second time. If the 
fortune-telling gypsy was annoyed 
and put a curse on my bicycle, why 
then the curse of an Irish gypsy lasts 
but for a very short· time. 

At Killarney, as elsewhere, our 
cycles were our best friends. We 
rode them to the ruined ilVIuckross 
Abbey, whose ancient monuments 
were approached over a wide carpet 
of bluebells. We then proceeded 
through the Park, passing enormous 
clumps of rhodedendrons, mauve and 
.purple, rose and crimson, to a vantage 
point overlooking one of the lakes, 
where we munched our luncheon 
sandwiches before cont inuing our 
way to the famous Tore waterfall, 
past numerous tiny streams flowing 
swift and clear down the sides of 
Tore Mountain. Another day we 
cycled to the Gap of Dunloe, which 
we rode through in the traditional 
manner on .ponies. Here we thrilled 
to the echo from the silver bugle of 
a mounted horseman, who probably 
did a very good business in ec'f)oes, 
and marvelled at the sheep and goats 
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on the steep rocky sides of ihe pass. 
The sheep had round horns and 
looked like Rocky Mountain · sheep 
in miniature. It was while riding 
through the Gap that we first saw 
at close range men cutting turves 
(peat to Canadians) from the bogs 
and pili;1g it in neat stacks to dry be
fore carting it off for their own use 
or to sell in the market. We were 
later to see such operations in almost 
every part of the country we visited, 
and to recognize the snowy bog-cot
ton growing in the marshes which 
we were told, indicated the presence 
of fuel turf. 

Once only we travelled all day in 
the rain. Even that was not without 
interest and even delight. A mount
ain side of rhodedendrons in full 
bloom is even lovelier on a rainy 
day thim in the sunshine. I wonder
ed if the postman delivering his mail 
along that route by bicycle appre
ciated them too. We were fully 
equipped with rainproofs for our
selves and packs, but nevertheless, 
we did stop for the night at a vil
lage four miles short of our original 
objective. Here we were glad · to 
relax in the comforting glow of the 
grate fire in our hotel bedroom while 
we consumed a large Irish tea. 

The delights of Dublin I do not 
need to detail. iBut we found it a 
city not too heavily congested to be 
alble to use our bicycles for short 
trips such as to the zoo in Phoenix 
Park. Also from Dublin, by bus, bi
cycle and train, we explored some of 
the famous beauty spots of Wicklow, 
including Tom Moore's Vale of Avoca 
and St. Kevin's Glendalough. 

As our time was all too short, we 
did some travelling by bus or train. 
One could buy a ticket for the bicycle, 
put it on oboard and save precious 
hours. Before leaving Dublin for 

Galway and the northwest and north 
of Ireland our time had run so short 
that we regretfully sold our bicycles 
and became bus and train tourists .. 
We often longed to have them-and 
the time to use them-in our later 
journeyings. Connemara, With its 
stretches of wild lake country would, 
I am sure, have proved worth-while 
cycling country. We could have done 
by bicycle with probably even more 
enj<Jyment the ·trip we made by taxi 
from Bundoran to visit the c~ina 

factory at Belleek and the falls on the 
river Erne at Ballyshannon, until 
now famous for the salmon fisheries 
but very soon to be another unit in 
the Shannon power development 
scheme. Along t~ north coast too, 
and through t he Glens of Antrim one 
could be quite happy as a bicycle 
vagabond. · But time was too, too 
fleeting and the plane to bring us 
back to Ottawa would not wait. 

COMPLIMENTS 

OF 

GEORGE J. MciLRAITH 
M.P. 

OTTAWA WEST 
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Riders Assorted 
By Doug. Carman. 

We have Night Riders and Trail 
Riders but no Day Riders. We also 
have a Sunset Patrol, but that is real
ly a Trail Rider alias. Furthermore, · 
the Trail Riders, who were at one 
time nearly named Day Riders, are 
starting to work nights, whereas the 
Night Riders include in their duties 
the preparation of trails for racing, 
which is . usually done during the · 
day. All this represents justifiable 
grounds for confusion. 

To clarify the situation, the latest 
versions of the duties of each of these 
volunteer organizations are presented 
below. Old-timers will know that 
these duties have changed throughout 
the years to suit the Club's changing 
requirements. These changes will 
probably continue. If the two or
ganizations ever become sufficiently 
similar to be efficiently administered 
as a unit, they will no doubt be com
bined. 

New members will be interested 
to know that the Night Riders are a 
long-esta.blished group who have 
cleared a major portion of the hills 
and trails you now use. Trail Riders 
were first organized in 1947 to help 
with the ever-increp.sing job of win
ter trail maintenance. Night Riders 
bunk in .Mort's, Plaunt, and Southam 
Lodges; Trail Riders in Lockeberg 
Lodge. 

* * * 

Duties of the Night Riders shall be: 

1. F·all maintenance and develop
ment of trails and hills as assigned 
by the Trail Committee. 

2. Winter work in the prepara
tion of racing courses and care of 
equipment as assigned iby the Race 
Committee. 

3. Assisting in the transportation 
of injured skiers. 

In connection with the winter 
activities of the Night Riders, it is 
noted that many of the Club's fore
most skiers are members of this or
ganization, and that much of their 
time is taken up by racing, which 
brings favourable publicity to the 
Club. 

Duties of the Trail Ride.rs shall be: 

1. Fall maintenance and develop
ment of trails as assigned by the 
Trail Committee. 

2. Winter trail maintenance in
cluding trail breaking, ,filling of holes, 
and removal of undesirable bumps, 
and the removal of natural obstruc
tions. 

Trails to be · maintained in general 
order of priority are: 

1. Canyon 
2. Short Merry-Go.-Round 
3. Highland 
4. Little Switzerland 
5. George's 
6. Long Merry-Go-Round 

3. Operation of a sunset patrol 
from Camp Fortune on Sunday even
ing to assist skiers in difficulty. 

4. Trail Riders shall advise ski
ers, when necessary, on trail etiquette 
and safe skiing practice and give 
other assistance as requested or as 
necessary. 
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Switzerland offers Skiing at its Best 

Ask any skier who lias been to 
Switzerland, and he will tell you the 
scenic mountain republic is at its 
best during the winter months. Snow 
conditions and weather are usually 
ideal from December until April, 
with wonderful corn-snow skiing in 
the regions until middle of May. 

You have 128 winter centers from 
which to choose-most of them in 
the Bernese Oberland, Grisons, 
Valais and Canton of Vaud. Skiing 
and all other snow-and-ice sports are 
just part of the fun. All the larger 
resorts have a full program of events, 
gay social life and, of course, that 
incomparable Alpine climate and 
brilliant winter sunshine. 

Accommodations range from luxu
ry hotels where you can rub elbows 
with Hollywood stars, to smaller 
inns and pensions where you enjoy 
clean comfortable lodgings and good 
food expertly prepared. Costs vary 
according to the class hotel you 
select. But from six to twelve dol
lars a day, with three meals included, 
should be adequate. 

Unless you prefer cross-country 
skiing in sky-top locations far off 
the beaten track, skiing in Switzer
land is ."downhill only". Fast electric 
trains, mountain railroads, funiculars 
and ski lifts honeycomb the slopes 
wherever skiers go. Almost every 
winter resort has its Swiss Ski 
School, with licensed -instructors 
teaching the standard Swiss tech
nique to both beginners and advanced 
skiers brushing up for the season's 
big-time international races. 

Probably the best known "snow 
and sun" center in Switzerland is St. 
Moritz, in the Grisons region. Most 
of the world famous hotels look over 
the St. Moritz lake, with the village 
itself at the right. The trails on the 
Corviglia slopes are reathed by a 
series of cable railroads and lifts 
either from St. Moritz-Dorf or the 
Suvretta area. St. Moritz also has 
assorted ice rinks for figure skating, 
hockey, curling, as well as the Bob
sled and Cresta runs, where the bobs 
and "skeletons" often hit mile-a
minute s-peeds. 

Also in the Grisons is Davos, gate
way to the matchless Parsenn region. 
From the Weissfluhjoch, reached by 
the Davos-Parsenn cable railroad, 
you have a choice of spectacular 
runs. Want to speed back to Davos? 
Then head over the Standard, Dorf
berg or Dorftali trails, all of them 
pretty difficult. H you want some
thing easier, try the Strela run, with 
its own lift and funicular starting 
from Dav.os Platz. Most skiers, 
when they first make their acquaint
ance with the Parsenn, prefer the 
longer run-all from ten to twelve 
miles long-to Kublis, Fideris, Ser
neus and Klosters. This winter, as 
always, the famous Parsenn Derby 
over the eleven-mile Kublis trail will 
be one of the top winter events. 
· Best known of the other Grisons 
resorts are Arosa, with excellent 
trails running from the Weisshorn; 
and Pontresina located near the 
Bernina range. 
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.... 
THE CORVIGLIA CABLE RAILWAY, SWITZERLAND 

Photo courtesy Swiss National Tourist Bureau, New York 

RHONA (left) and RHODA (right) WURTELE 
Dominion Champions and Internationally known skiers 

Photo courtesy C.P.R. 



LEFT - ERNIE McCULLOCH, OF MONTREAL 

~"" WINNING THE CENTRAL CANADIAN DOWNHILL 

BELOW - FORTUNE LODGE FROM TRAVELER'S HILL 

IGHT - VISCOUNT ALEXANDER HILL 

OM TOP OF SLALOM HILL 

tfLOW - DOME HILL, IRONSIDES 
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Says the Weatherman 
By F. W. Baker 

Well, my skiing friends, again I 
am asked to tell the story of the 
winter season. Last year I tried to 
embellish the picture a bit, perhaps 
with little success-for it is impossible 
to record snow which did not fall. 
Why could I not have skipped this 
year, which proved another lean one, 
and come •back into these pages some 
time in the future to report a real 
old-fashioned winter! 

There is no denying the fact that 
for the great skiing fraternity the 
past winter was short, and sweet. 
Short, because about three weeks of 
skiing were clipped from the front 
end; and sweet, because there were 
really many delightful week-ends. It 
may be timely, however, to note at 
this point that skiers shoul<;l be toler
ant and realize that the weather must 
be shared by other poor mortals who 
do not indulge in their / favourite 
sport. Truly, a weatherman finds 
himself in a strange position: first 
he is deluged with praise by people 
in all walks of life for providing a 
mild, snow-less winter, then he has 
to hide from the skiers or be com
pletely on the defensive. What a 
life! 

Anyway, here is an unprejudiced 
report of the past winter season of 
1948-49. 

The winter seemed reluctant to 
start, and never at any time got 
seriously down to business. We 
missed the !bitter cold of other years, 
.md ye", the heavy snows as well. Pu. 
a matter of fact, the past winter was 
practically the mildest in the history 
of the Central Experimental Farm, 
a .period of some 59 years. The 
month of November in an unparal-

leled performance of mildness ex
tended September to the very edge 
of winter. It did not seem possible 
thal Nature having ibeen so kind in 
providing such an unbelievable fall 
could suddenly plunge us into winter 
at the time we ordinarily expect it
and it didn't. 

Old Man Winter actually tried to 
squeeze into the picture in the mid
dle of November but was quickly 
squelched, and the 1.60 inches of 
snow laid down on that particular 
day was licked up in rapid fashion 
by the warm earth. The next snow 
came nearly a month later, on De
cember 13th, when a meagre .25 of 
an inch was measured. A little more 
fell on the 16th and 17th, but the 
.first real snow of the season did not 
fall until the 21st, when 3:25 inches 
whitened the fields. This was fol
lowed by .75 on Christmas Day and 
another 1.10 inches on the 27th. This 
snowfall seemed to set the stage 
for a real showdown, for on the 28tl: 
an intense spell of three days con
tinuous snow and ;ain began. It 
ended on New Year's Eve with an 
8-inch blanket of the whitest of snow 
on top of a mixture of 1 inch of rain 
and 6.86 of wet snow. Th,is started 
off the new year in characteristic 
fashion. Skiing was now really in 
full swing, although it should be 
noted that it was at least three 
weeks later than normal. 

J anuary refused to turn cold and 
thus comparatively mild weather 
prevailed during the first ten days. 
There was a <fairly heavy rainfall 
on the 5th, followed by a mild week
end on the 8th and 9th, which un
doub tedly wa~ lbad for the skiers. 
More normal winter weather set in 



Ottawa Ski Club Year Book 1949-50 87 

on the 11th, with seven inches of 
-snow on the 12th and 13th . A very 
promising week-end was spoiled by 
rain and sleet on Saturday night 
(15th) and thawing conditions all day 
Sunday (16th). The next week-end 
Jan. 22nd and 23rd hit the jack pot 
with a 3 inch snowfall Friday night 
and seasonable temperatures over 
Saturday and Sunday. 

February provided much the same 
conditions as January, very pleasant 
and acceptable to ordinary people 
although satisfactory enough to en
courage a weekly migration of thous
ands of skiers to their winter play
ground. The first week-end in 
February was the coldest of the win
ter, with a 20 below chalked up for 
Sunday, Feb. 6th. The following 
week-end mar'ked the beginning of a 
week of typical March weather, the 
temperature rising to 41 above on 
the 15th, 39 on the 16th and a high 
of 44 on Friday the 18th. Lucky for 
the skiers, however, the temperature 
slipped back to 25 degrees on Sunday 
('20th). A special note from the 
official records of Feb. 20 is rather 
interesting: "The past week, and in 
·fact the whole month, has produced 
amazing weather for this time of the 
year, with ponds of water every
where and the main highways bare 
and dry." The question arises-did 
this sort of thing allow ·skiing to con
tinue? It did; although no doubt 
on a thin veneer of ice and snow. 
But the all-important factors are that 
more snow falls in the Gatineau Hills 
than in the city and there is a better 
refrigeration service to protect it. 

When March came in the skiers 
were in a gloomy mood. What could 
they expect at · this late date from a 
winter that had barely stopped peo
ple from taking their morning dip 
·in the lake. They clutched at the 

straw that "mild winters produce 
cold, late springs"' . And it turned 
out that this time-worn saying was 
not very far out. When the month 
had ended the records showed that 
more snow had fallen than in Febru
ary. The warmest day was a bare 
two degrees higher than the highest 
point reached the previous month 
and after the middle of March there 
was recorded an eight below zero, a 
four below and a nine below! 

To sum up: the snowfall for the 
winter 1948-49 amounted to 69.40 
inches, which was ten inches more 
than the previous season, but some 
119 inches less than the average; the 
rainfall was much higher than usual. 
In wishing "adios" to the fait~ful 

who have endured to this point, may 
I express the wish that next winter 
will be carved from a new pattern 
drawn by the hand of an arr.hitect 
who spends his winters skiing in the 
Gatineau Hills. 

) 
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Out on the Ski Trails and in the Chalet you'll find 

Ogilvy's Sports Fashions drawing all eyes! They're 

ready for action. fun and comfort to meet every de

mand of your busy Winter 

HARLES 

8portswear Centre, 

8econd Cfloor 

The Sporting Goods Shop, 35 Nicholas 

Street is well equipped to outfit you with 

famous name skis, boots and all neces

sary equipment for the Sportsman. 

OGIL VY LIMITED 



ATTENTION, SKIERS! 

Enjoy skiing better by using our convenient 

bus service to Camp Fortune and Meach 

Lake Lodge. 

A special service on Saturday, Sunday and 

holidays from Sussex Street. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

PHONE 5-7267 

HULL CITY TRANSPORT 
LIMITED 


