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A smooth hard Trail, deep well
packed snow, make a skier's 

paradise. 

But 
Smooth hard roads, hard packed 
snow become a skier's hades when 

they stall his automobile. 

Equip your car with 

MOTO-TRAKS 
and end traction difficulties! 

Don't let icy roads and snow-banks 
kill the day's fun. You'll motor to 
the trail with a new feeling of 
safety and assurance for 

MOTO-TRAKS 
will take you there and bring 

you back! 

Sigurd Lockeberg 
542 WELLINGTON ST. OTTAWA 

CAN SUPPLY YOUR NEEDS 

Fashion Right 
Weather Tight 

SKI TOGS 
Grenfell Cloth suits designed 
by Lanz of Salzburg and 
smart new fashions in light-

weight Fairway Cloth. 

Skis_ __ 4.95 to 14.95 
Boots ___ 3.95 to 11.50 
Fittings 1.95 to 4.00 

MITTS, SOCKS, SUSPENDERS 

CAPS AND WAX 

'harlrs Ogilvy 
-Limihd_ 

BROKEN SKIS 
MATCHED OR REPAIRED 

Skis and Costumes 
TO RENT 

CLOTHING A SPECIALTY 

223 BANK ST. DIAL 2-2464 

SKI BOOTS 
REPAIRED, WATERPROOFED and 

ALTERED for KANDAHAR 
BINDINGS 

82 BANK ST. DIAL 2-3709 
WE CALL AND DELIVER 

GATINEAU BUS COMPANY 
Service to 

OTTAWA SKI CLUB TRAILS 
When planning to visit Camp Fortune 
our regular schedule Chelsea Buses 
are always at your disposal for 

efficient and courteous service. 
EXTRA - Special Service over week ends 

We welcome requests for informa
tion regarding Special Excursion Trips 

PHONE· J 2-2721 Hull Waiting Room 
• \.6-2366 Ottawa Waiting Room 

We Specialize in SKIS 
SLALOM, TOURING, RACING 
and JUMPING MODELS 

KRNDRHaR BINDINGS - SKI POLES 
andW.IlX 

.lllso EXPERT SKI REPruRS 

HANS LOCKEBERG 
198 ALBERT ST. DIAL 2-3377 
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The Editor~s Diary 

O
F THE two week-ends that have 
gone into the discard since the 
last issue of the Ski News came 

out, one was good and the other one not 
quite so good. Except for the bumps and 
ruts that have been steadily gathering 
height since the beginning of the season 
and that caused, perhaps, here and there 
unlooked for thrills, the conditions were 
ideal during the week-end of Jan. 15th 
and the multitude of plant hoppers who 
explored every ·nook and crook of the 
near Gatineau hills went home happy and 
contented.-On Jan. 23, for the first time 
s,ince the opening of the season., the winter 
weakened a bit, and fresh doggy snow 
somewhat marred the enjoyment of the 
ski riders. It was 26 above when the first 
bus left the city, put the army went on 
hoping to meet colder weather on the 
heights. Unfor.runately the mercury crept 
up ~ith them, and as the slopes 'of Ex
celswr were reached, conditions became 
decidedly sticky. Wax dealers might have 
reaped a harvest of gold at Camp For
tune, but there was no wax for sale, and 
the proud owners of the greasy and 
malodorous stuff refused w part with it 
at any price. At no time was the ther
mometer at the melting point, but real 
cold weather would have been necessary 
to preven~ the fr~h snow from elinging 
to the skis. A shift of the wind from 
South to West with a drop of a few 
degrees would have done the trick but 
the wind refused to shift, and a thousand 
pairs of eyes on the knoll of Camp For
tune watched in vain for the wisp of 
smoke to curl eastward. Optin1ists .pre
dicted a return of the cold "Very soon", 
they said "It is just around the comer" 
while grouchy pessimists kept saying "I; 
is going to rain". Finally the optimists 
won, as they always do, but the day was 
spent, as was the temper of the '.>kiers 
when they reached their bus or car, the 
waxed ones going forward ten feet and 
sliding back five, the unwaxed carrying 

their blades most of the way. Blamed for 
the soggy conditions of the snow, big 
and genial Monsieur Bilodeau of Old 
Chelsea, store keeper and road-master 
extraordinary, merely shrugged his 
shoulders and said: "I don't make the 
weather. Why don't you chaps take snow
shoes ~n a day like this?" 

The Bump- Public Enemy No, I.
The bump, its wickedness, ubiquity and 
control, were the object of a lively dis
cussion at a recent meeting of The Ottawa 
Ski Club Executive, and Vice President 
Herbert Marshall who appeared to have 
had the worst of an encounter with the 
species at the foot of the Highland Fling, 
waxed particularly eloquent on the sub
ject. The origin of bumps - the "thank 
you ma'am" of the old sleigh driver in 
Ontario - is still shrouded in mystery, 
but their effects are only too well known, 
and the utter inadequacy of all fineness 
of "technique" and "balance" to cope 
with. this reaction of nature was freely 
admitted~ Old man Joe of the Mountain 
who is responsible for most of our steep 
trails and whose advice is always sought 
in times of crisis and is highly valued, 
handled the problem in his usual thorough 
and lucid manner. "Don't blame me", he 
said, "I made the hills, but you made the 
bumps, and it is the bumps that throw 
you, not the hill. A slope is very much 
like a rapid in a river, no matter how 
swift the current is, a canoeist seldom if 
ever meets with grief in the rapid itself 
but in the 'bar' or backwash at the bot
tom. It is the bar that gets him. In the 
same way, few skiers, unless they are 
absolute novices, will fall on the slope of 
a hill, no matter how steep the slope may 
be; it is the bumpy bottom that catches 
most of them. How these bumps originate, 
I can't tell you; it would seem that they 
are formed by the uneven pressure of the 
ski on the snow. Once a bump is formed, 
it keeps on growing, every ~kier passing, 



2 

·--MJ--· 
JANUARY SALE OF 

GOOD FURS 
' 

Interesting groups of smart 
wearable - durable 

F U R C 0 AT S $49 to $89 
MONTHLY TERMS 

whether he stands or falls, digs a little 
more snow in front of the bump and a 
little more behind it, until the thing gets 
so high and so hard that it constitutes a 
real peril and skis and limbs are in .jeo
pardy. Do away with the bumps, level 
them out as they are formed and the hill 
will take care of itself". And so there 
you are, we don't know much more about 
the origin of bumps rthan we did in the 
first place but we know they are bad and 
should be cut out. The use of a snow
mobile mounted on skis and caterpillar 
wheels and dragging a heavy harrow was 
suggested, to refresh the trails every week 
and do away with the bump nuisance; a 
g0 od .team of huskies hitched to a harrow 
was another suggestion. These sugges
tions were duly recorded in the minutes 
for future reference, but in the meantime 
the Executive decided to make an attempt 
at solving the problem by the time 
honoured method of rake and shovel. It 
was admitted that the Night Riders alone 
cannot handle it; .the nights are too short; 
'the most that can be asked of them is to 
look after the Canyon, the Cote du Nord, 
Bonnae Brae, the Slalom Hill and the 
Jumping Hill. A couple of men will be 
sent during .the week to smooth out the 
remainder of the trails and restore the 
virgin snow surface. The help of all mem
bers is also requested. Bumps are now 
outlawed, and may be destroyed on sight. 
Members meeting with bumps anywhere 
are requested to report the same to the 
Executive; those falling and making holes 
should cross-check these holes and fill 
them, as a hole is often the starting point 
of a wicked bump.-The disappearance 
of the bumps may cause a hea!'t pang to 
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some ski-riders who liked the thrill of 
going over them - the bumpety-bump 
ride - but their presence causes too many 
other pangs. They must go. 

Dominion Ski Championships.
The first Dominion Championship was 
staged by the Ottawa Ski Club in 1912, 

and the first trail for a cross-country race 
was laid by C. E. Mortureux and Arthur 
May. It took in the Ridge road from 
Murphy's at Kingsmere as far as Creely's 
hill, down Creely's hill to the Mountain 
Road and back to Kingsmere over the 
slopes of the mountain, near Lariot's hill, 
altogether some fifteen miles of what was 
then virgin territory. A shift of the 
weather from 3 2 o above to r o below 
during the night made the trail very icy 
and most of the competitors were pretty 
well battered and bruised when they got 
home, especially Captain T. J. Morin, our 
trail maker in later years, who collapsed 
three hundred yards from the finish and 
waited for rescuers in an abandoned cot
tage. He was almost delirious and talking 
Norwegian when found but a couple 
gallons of hot wine revived him. Adolf 
Olsen won the day by a long margin. 

There was no Canadian Ski Association 
then, no authoritative body to allot the 
championships, and the Montreal Ski Club 
- the only other Club in existence in 
Canada at the time - was a bit peeved 
that we should grab the Dominion Cham
pionship .title without consulting them. 
They retaliated however by instituting 
an "International Championship" and this 
went on for a couple more years until the 
Great War put an end to competitive 
skiing. The Canadian Ski Association was 
organized in 1920, and for the ten years 
that followed the Dominion Champion
ships alternated between Ottawa and 
Montreal, three being held by the Ontawa 
Ski Club and two by the Cliffside Ski 
Club. In the Championships of 1922 

(O.S.C.) the jumping was won by R. 
Omtveldt of the Norge Ski Club, Chicago, 
and the race by R. Monsen of the Norse
men Ski Club, New York. E. Condon, of 
Ottawa Ski Club, was the first Canadian 
Cross-country Champion at the meet held 
by the Cliffside in 1924 while N. Berger 
.of ~he Montreal Ski Club won the Jump-
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ing. N. Berger again carried off the Jump
ing honours at the Ottawa meet in 1920 
while J. Saatre of New York won the 
race. At the meet of 1928, held by the 
Cliffside Ski Club, B. Greyson Bell of 
Ottawa won the race and R. Sivertsen, 
of Montreal, the Jumping event. Sivert
sen and Pentilla, both of the Montreal Ski 
Club were again victors at the Ottawa 
meet of 1930. In 1931 the scene shifted 
from the East to the West and for the 
first time the Championships were held in 
Revelstoke. Our Sigurd Lockeberg acted 
as referee on that occasion and came very 
near being lynched because he refused to 
allow the Westerners to jump on their pet 
300 foot hill which he considered too 
risky. His own hill in the Gatineau is 
almost as big to-day. It was Sigurd's first 
sight of the Rock,ies, and they impressed 
him as being a bi?'-high. In '933 the Cham
pionship~ again came back to Ottawa, and 
C. Lund, of St. Paul, and E. Pentilla, of 
Montreal, -shared the honours. This was 
the last meet held in Ottawa; during the 
years that followed they were held in 
Three Rivers, Montreal, Toronto and 
Banff. They are again coming to Ottawa 
this year and will be held by the Ottawa 
Ski Club at Camp Fortune on February 
26 and 27. 

At first, and until 1928, the Champion
ships included only t:Wo events: the 
Jumping and the Cross-country race. In 
1929, for the first time, at the meet held 
in Montreal, a Slalom race was added and 
became regular part of the programme. 
In 1937 at Banff, the Down hill race made 
its first appearance. This year's cham
pionships at Camp Fortune will include 
all four events: Jumping over Sigurd's 
hill which is now in proper shape to al
low for 175 foot jumps, a Slalom race 
over. Joe Morin's Slalom hill, one of the 
best in Eastern Canada, a Cross-country 
race, and a Down hill race over the new 
course built by John Taylor and Huby 
Douglas. 

Hills with virgin snow for beginners. 
-"Far from the madding crowd" the 
banks of Green creek, on the Montreal 
road, and the hills south of the creek, (}ffer 
very fair slopes for practice and are re
commended to those of our members who 

own a motor car. Green creek is about 
seven miles from the City post-office, not 
far from the village of Orleans. -There 
are also slopes that might be worth while 
exploring along the Ottawa river, and es
pecially on both sides of the old Skead 
road, which starts fr;om the Montreal 
road about three miles from Cumming's 
bridge and ends opposite the west end of 
Duck island. - The hills of East Temple
ton, .the first long distance goal of ven
turesorne skiers in the first decade of the 
century, are still there and do not appear 
to be much used although they are real 
good. The best part of them lies back of 
Gatineau village. We used to get to them 
by ski in the old days, across the Ottawa 
r iver from Rockcliffe to Point Gatineau, 
and over some three miles of fenced fields 
from Point Gatineau to the hills. They 
are now accessible by motor car or bus. -
Members finding new hills far or near will 
confer a favour by reporting the same to 
the Editor of the Ski News. 

Get you ski equipment at home and 
save money.-Being in New York last 

New Tangvald Steel 
Ski Poles 

$7.50 to $10.00 
Long Ski Poles "Tonkin", pair $1.25 

· M. E. Ski Fittings, put on $1.98 

Kandahar Ski Fitt!ngs, set $7.50 

Gresshoppa Fittings, set $5.75 

Gresvig Fittings, set . • . $3.75 

Ski Jackel, L:adies' and Men's, 
Norwegian Design • . . $5.95 

Ski Slacks, Ladies' and Men's $4.95 

Ski Outfits Complete, set . $9.95 

WE SELL ODD SKIS 

BOOTS, POLES, FITTINGS and SKIS 

PLAUNT 
HARDWARE 
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fall, a member of the Ottawa Ski Club 
thought that it woulq be a good oppor
tunity to renew his skiing outfit, and he 
visited for the purpose one of the leading 
sp0rting goods stores of the City. For an 
imported pair of skis with steel edges and 
Kandahar fittings, he was asked $sz. He 
got the same skis and fittings in Ottawa 
for exactly half price-$z6. 

An invitation from the Renfrew Ski 
Club.-The Ski Club office had a visit 
thiS week from Mr. Stewart, Secretary 
of the Renfrew Ski Club. This Valley 
club is making fine pr?gress, having a 
membership well over the I 50 mark. This 
year they have moved their clubhouse to 
the vicinity of the "Pinnacle" where they 
may enjoy the best quality of skiing to be 
found anywhere between our own Gati
neau hills and Pembroke. The club con
ducts regular hikes on Tuesday evenings 
and on Sundays. The Sunday meetings 
are finished off with a goodly repast at 
the clubhouse. Last week-end nearlv one 
hundred members stayed for the ev~ning. 
Mr. Stewart has planned to spend a week-

NORWEGIAN SKIS 
and EQUIPMENT 
Ostbye Splitkein Skis with Lettner new 

"Si lver" steel edges. Per pair $35.00 
Ostbye Splitkein Touring Skis with 

Lignastone edges. Per pair . $25.00 
Ostbye Splitkein Semi Racing Skis with 

.Lignastone edges. Per pair $25.00 
Gresvig "Sigmund Rudd" Model Hickory 

Skis. Per pair $20.00 
Gresvig Racing Skis. Per pair $17.50 
Gresvig Cross Country Skis. 

Per pair $15.00 
Kandahar Fittings with Toe Plates $6.95 

Kandahar Fittings less Toe Plates $4.95 

Lettner New "Si lver" Steel Edges. 
Per set $3.75 

Lettner Stainless Steel Edges. 
Per set $2.25 

Norwegian Parkas . $6.00 and $11.95 

GEORGE BOURNE 
151 RIDEAU ST. DIAL 6-0753 
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end on our Trails and will bring with 
him as many of his members as possible. 
The Renfrew secretary also left a hearty 
invitation for any of the Ottawa Ski Club 
members to come to the Renfrew club. 
He promised us a real welcome. How 
about it? 

A reprint of the maps of the trails 
around Camp Fortune is now available 
and may be obtained free by paid ,up 
members at McGiffin's, So Sparks St. The 
map does not show the Slalom hills or the 
Easy trails, such as Pleasant Valley, Morn
ing After or Rising Sun, but our mem
bers know pretty well the location of the 
same. 

The Western Trail which was put out 
of commission last year by bush cutting 
operations is now again in good shape, 
having been cleared over its entire length 
by Vice-President Herbert Marshall with 
the help of Mrs. Marshall and a little bit 
of assistance (not very much) from Secre
tary Jim Leslie. The Western Lodge will 
be in charge of a caretaker during ·the 
week-end. We would remind our mem
bers that the Western. Lodge Lookout is 
one of the best, if not the best in· the 
whole valley of the Ottawa River, domin
ating as it does over one hundred square 
miles of territory . The trip to Camp 
Fortune has been done in half-an-hour by 
racers; it may take you one and a half, 
but it is well wonh it. You may come 
back over the same trail and you will find 
much more sliding down on the return 
than on the up trip; you may also, if you 
wish, take McClosky's hill (I mile long) 
and come back to Old Chelsea over the 
Meach Lake Road, which, being up and 
down, affords pleasant skiing. 

Waxing.-The skiers who applied 
wax for the first time last week-end and 
cursed the infamous stuff all the way to 
Old Chelsea or W rightville would be 
well advised to read a splendid article on 
ski-waxing on page 6z of the Canadi~n 
Ski Annual, of which, we presume, they 
have a copy. If not, they can get one at 
McGiffin's with their badge (So Sparks 
St.). It appears that a permanent tar base 
of Klister, Skare or pine tar should be 
"burned in" the skis at fi.rst, and wax for 
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various snow conditions lightly applied 
over this base. A list of the various waxes 
for" different snow conditions is given in 
the above mentioned article. To wax a 
bare ski surface does not do much good. 

Mabel says that the reason we do not 
see more of her at Camp Fortune is tha,t 
she hates the monotonous climb from Old 
Chelsea to Kingsmere. "Why does not the 
Club provide a jitney service," she says.-
1n the. same breath, she criticizes the use 
of the outlandish word "Gelandesprung" , 
and suggests that one should coin a good 
Canadian word instead.-Why not take 
the Canyon trail from the Meach Lake 
Road, Mabel? It is very picturesque, not 
at all monotonous, and every bit as short. 
-As to Gelandesprung, we have a good 
Canadian word . It is "Jelly-spring". 

Lost and found-A pair of bamboo 
ski poles with small racing rings disap
peated from Camp Fortune on Sunday, 
Jan. 23rd. Kindly return same to H. 
Heggtveit (2-1541). 

Snow plou ghing - Where experts 
disagree.-Most exp~rts lay great stress 
on the necessity of keeping the skis as 
flat as possible when double-stemming or 
snow-ploughing. Not so Fred Hall, in his 
book "Improve your skiing", mention of 
which was made in a recent issue of the 
Ski News. Hall says "The main thing to 
remember is any position of the snow
plough is to keep the ankles straight. 
Some experts may tell you to keep the 
skis as flat on the snow as possible. This 
is not only a dangerous practice but it 
de{ eats the real purpose of the snow
plough. Any doctor will tell you that 
the strongest position for the ankles is 
straight in line with the leg and flexed 
neither inward nor outward. The two 
latter positions are more susceptible to 
sprains or fractures". We would like to 
hear from some of the advocates of the 
"flat ski position" in the snow-plough. 

A Ski-tow on Dome Hill at Ironsides 
may be a development of the near future. 
Authorization .to build this contrivance 
has been granted by the Executive. It is 
not expected however that it will be a 
luxurious chair lift or even a tow with 

s · 

padded bars such as are found in the 
famous resorts of St. Moritz or Chamonix, 
but merely a moving rope, to which the 
skier will cling. This new development 
should greatly increase the popularity of 
Dome Hill; we are quite sure also that 
the same gadget would be greatly appre
ciated by the Slalom and Jumping Com
petitors at Camp Fortune. Will Sigurd 
Lockeberg and John Taylor please note? 

Skiing in Norway.--Somewhat lack
ing in the glitter and swank of such 
famous resorts as Switzerland's St. Moritz 
and France's Chamonix, Norway and 
Sweden have however inherited tradi
tions which attract thousands. of foreign 
tourists. 

From Oslo alone, on Sundays, more 
than 10,000 set out for the city's skiing 
grounds in Nordmarka, a forest stretching 
thirty miles northward. 

For the average NorW-egian, the skiing 
season does not reach its height until 
Easter, when a four-day national holiday 
sends nearly every skier packing off to the 
mountains. Skiing competitions, tl10ugh, 
hit a climax on February 28, with the 
Holmenkollen race for the King's Cup, an 
event which has drawn as many as 8o,ooo 
spectators. · 

Second most important of Norway's an: 
nual ski races is the Berkebeinerrennet, 
on March 20-21, when between 700 and 
8oo men race thirty-seven miles cross
country to commemorate the feat of two 
Norwegian heroes who, in 12o6, carried 
the infant son of the King across the 
mountains between Rena and Lillehammer 
during a civil war in the country. 

- Literary Digest. 

THE MOUNTAIN LODGE 
KINGSMERE 

-is bui l t to give comfort and added 
enjoyr;nent to skiers. 

A cozy harbour in a blizzard, wi th 
good food and all conveniences. 

For Reservation or Meals 
please ph one 3-2746 

A. METCALFE, Manager . 
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A Trip to ~amp Fortune by Moonlight 

Boy OH BoY! what a night! clear, 
cold, full-moon, and every one 
raring to go. Well .two of us have 

to ·do our going in the rumble seat -
which won't be so hot. However, the 
rumble seat patrons have a blanket to put 
over their heads, and the next stop is the 
parking lot at Kingsmere. The lot looks 
like a deserted skating rink in need of 
ploughing and the fresh fallen snow is 
glistening like glassy crystals. The moon 
is riding high and every detail of the 
snow covered landscape is easily dis
cernible in the mellow light. 

The trip acr06S the golf course is going 
to be cold and nothing can induce the 
rumble seat passengers to remove their 
overcoats yet. However, off come the 
coats before we get up to the look-out 
at the top of Excelsior. From this high 
point the snow covered, tree dotted, ex
panses of the low hills stretch out below 
us, bathed in moonlight. Away off to our 
right can be seen the greyish outline of 
Lake Deschenes. Then the lights of Brit
annia like a shining ribbon, widening into 
the city lights, then thinning out again as 
we look eastward towards Rockcliffe 
Park. In the midst of the twinkling lights, 
the wedding-cake-like arrangement of 
the lights on Parliament Hill, and Lovers' 
Lane, stand out strangely, topped by the 
bright face of Big Ben in the Peace Tower. 
\Ve couldn't quite tell the time by it, but 
some of our watches agreed that it was 
about five minutes to nine. After a last 
look ·down the river to Gatineau mills 
and the lights at Chelsea power plant, we 

Skiers and Campers in need of 
equipment for the Great Outdoors 

Ask for Holden's Products . . . Down 
Sleeping Robes, interchangeab le, 
light . .. Waterproof Mitts . .. Skiers 
Goiters .. . Windbreakers of all des-
criptions ... Haversacks and Pock 
Socks .. . Up to dote Ski Suits made 

from Greenland fabric. 
Automobile Ski Carriers. 

S. S. HOLDEN LIMITED 
Manufacturers 

OTTAWA HULL 

finish the climb and follow the glittering 
trail into the bush. 

We slide through "Fairyland" and find 
no one making us show our badges in that 
shadowy evergreen glade. The snow laden 
trees are trying to whisper to us but we 
ignore them, so that we won't have to 
write romantic things about what the 
trees said to-morrow. 

We decide to take that dainty trail 
known as the Pleasant Valley. (This is 
not because we fear the threat of the 
Canyon in the moon, but to save us the 
climb from the little meadow to the Top
of-the-World.) We find it just right, 
powder snow, nice grade, gentle curves
track fast, clear and bright. 

Camp Fortune is different to-night. 
There is something feminine-like in Camp 
Fortune - there must be, because the 
moon improves her appear~nce. The long 
building seems to have pleasing lines to
night, and the plume of smoke from the 
stack atop the lodge seems to wave to 
us. We remove our skis and pass a few 
words of praise of the night to Lawrence 
I-Iisgrove and party, and stumble through 
the dusky lodge upstairs to Dave's quar
ters. We just catch Dave before he is 
about to get to bed, and he gives us until 
10 o'clock to make and drink a cup of 
tea. Time for a game of.Rummy, 'till the 
water boils. As we drink our tea, much · 
stamping is heard below and steps ori the 
stairs announce George Brittain and 
Johnny Garland, followed by Bob Hay, 
Audrey Garland, and Ruth Williamson. 

We say good-night to the camp, climb 
the Canyon and enjoy a fine run from the 
Top-of-the-World to the Gvlf Course. 
The slope on the golf course is fast as 
lighming and smooth as velvet and puts 
a finishing touch on a perfect ski trip. 
Probably not more than twenty-five peo
ple visited Camp Fortune to-night -
what a shame that more people do not 
use these trails for moonlight hikes. We· 
could not help" but think, as we tucked 
in the rumble seat passengers, how 
Toronto or Montreal skiers would ap
preciate this terrain, only nine miles away 
from our homes. - B.M. 
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Skiing on Mount Washington 

T o WATCH skiers in action there is 
perhaps no more picruresque place 
than Tuckerman's Ravine. It's like 

a huge, white munng bowl halfway be
tween earth and sky, with a great V
shaped hole on one side to which the 
trail ascends. High ~hove, the gleaming 
Headwall cuts the sky, making the world 
half blue and half white. There are no 
trees, only great boulders halfway up 
where people eat their lunches. There are 
likely to be as many as a thousand skiers 
in the great bowl, and yet it is not too 
crowded. You see them all at once, some 
climbing, others practicing their rums, 
and others plunging downward in a mad 
schuss. Now and then a skier from the 
summit of Mount Washington appear 
like a tiny black fly up on the edge where 
the white cuts the bright blue; makes his 
way in a series of skillful rums down the 
precipitous Headwall, then lets loose and 
whizzes to the bottom. Some fall, and a 
fall on the Headwall means a plunge down 
of zoo or 300 feet. The climb is made 
with skis across the shoulder, one foot 
after the other fitting itself carefully into 
the snow, knees touching the snow at 
each step, and all the view seen past boot 
heels. I 

. Dangerous? Yes. That's part of the lure 
of skiing. And then there's speed. The 
modern generation has been brought up 
to speed, and here's a sport of which speed 
is the essence. Cross-country skiing as it 
is done in the Laurentians, in Norway or 
in Sweden does not interest them. Neither 
does jumping. It is fast, downhill running 
that fascinates American young people. 
They climb an arduous two hours up a 
mountain for the intense thrill it gives 
them to come down in two minutes. 

And this is not exaggerating. In the 
Olympic try-outs . two years ago in 
Tuckerman's Ravine, the skiers climbed 
the Headwall to the summit, which takes 
an hour and a half to two hours steady 
climbing. Alec Bright of the Ski Club 
Hochgebirge came down in 1 minute 
z6.2 seconds. Jack Dur.rance of Dartmouth 
followed only a second slower, and the 
slowest of forry-one contestants took less 

than 8 minutes. They must be seen in 
action before the passion for speed that 
is in them can be believed. 

Some few skiers, perhaps, have a real 
love of the wilderness, appreciate the daz
zling white and purple of the mountains 
in the Winter. There is today, in fact, a 
tendency to edge away from the intense 
pre-occupation with speed toward a more 
sane enjoyment, a tendency that sp:rings 
perhaps from .the fact that the older 
generation of American skiers are grow
ing middle-aged now, and some of them 
have been hurt. 

When Durrance, star of the American 
Olympic ski .team, rerurned from Ger
many he came out for controlled skiing. 
The American idea seems to be "that you 
must schuss the whole blasted trail," said 
Durrance. "Enjoyment, as the real spirit 
of skiing, seems to be forgotten." He sug
gested setting slalom posts in the worst 
parts of · the present downhill trails, so 
that the race would go to the skier who 
had the best control, rather than to the 
skier with the most reckless daring and 
the best luck. "Ii: might," he suggested, 
"be the answer to our need for a saner 
goal for perfection in skiing, with safety 
as the keyword." 

Safety will, perhaps. be the keynote 
of this Winter's skiing. There are two 
elements to safety, the first having to do 
with the skier himself: the degree of con
trol that he has over his own movements. 
And control means such a degree of skill 
in the technique of skiing that one is never 
at the mercy of .the force of gravity. This 
skill depends on a subtle combination of 
the proper equipment, the proper in
struction and enough practice. 

-The New York Times. 

C. C. B. ELECTRIC WORKS 
All k inds of electrical 

repairs 

378 Bank St. Phone 2-5706 
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Notes on Waxing 
The skiers who are instructing at Dome Hill have prepared an 
article on waxing skis which appears below. If you should want their 
advice on what wax to use they will be glad to help you any time. 

W I\X IS not important in cold dry 
weather, though it is always a 
considerable help. Contrary to 

the majority of opinion, wax is probably 
more helpful in climbing than in sliding, 
particularly in cold weather. Waxing skis 
is an art which takt;s years of practice to 
learn and even then the experts are often 
wrong. The beginner should, if possible, 
seek the advice of a good skier. There are 
only four principal types of wax, Mix, 
Medium, Klister and Skare. These will be 
described below. The diff·erent types of 
snow conditions will be described first. 

New dry snow-This snow is the type 
which we experience 75% or more of the 
time. It is dry, fresh snow. This condition 
occurs only below freezing point. 

Sticky or clogging snow-When new 
dry snow starts to melt it becomes sticky 
or clogging and snowballs can be made. 
This condition also occurs during or im
mediately following a heavy snowfall, 
before the snow has had a chance to dry 
out. 

Wet snow-As the snow continues to 
melt it becomes wet. Water can then be 
squeezed out of it. Wet snow is found 
most frequently in the spring during the 
mild weather. It is essential that wax be 
used during this type of weather in order 
to enjoy skiing to the utmost. 

Crusty snow-When the snow freezes 
after a heavy thaw it is known as crusty 
snow. 

McHUGH and MACDONALD 
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SOLICITORS NOTARIES 
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A. GEORGE MCHUGH, B.A., K.C . 
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Mix-For new dry snow. two or three 
coats should be applied and rubbed down 
evenly with the palm of the hand or a 
cork 

Medium-For sticky or clogging snow. 
Medium is applied in the same manner as 
Mix. 

Klister-For wet snow. This wax comes 
in liquid form like tar and one coat spread 
on with a stick is usually sufficient. 

Skare-For crusty snow. The conditions 
which necessitate the use of this wax do 
not occur very frequently and the average 
skier will - usually find that Klister will 
work equally as well for crusty snow. 

Before applying the wax both the skis 
and wax should be heated to about room 
temperature. As wax will not stick to a 
hot ski and as the qualities of wax will be 
destroyed by melting it, one should be 
careful not to overheat either of them. A 
newly waxed ski should be allowed to 
cool off before placing it in the snow. 
Gasoline will easily remove wax from 
one's clothes or hands. 

A welcome thaw.-The long expected. 
January thaw has come and gone, leaving 
practically no damage in its wake and 
doing a lot of good. It has replenished the 
water supply which had fallen to an 
alarmingly low level in our wells and 
creeks, packed the snow covering which 
was still a bit loose on our hills and trails, 
but leaving it open and granular, very 
much like spring snow. An inch more of 
the fresh stuff fell on the hills after the 
rain, and conditions are now reported as 
ideal everywhere in rhe Gatineau. 

At the request of the Corporation of Hull 
West, the Ottawa Ski Club has donated 
a substantial amount towards the purchase 
of a snow plough, and the chances are 
that the roads in the Kingsmere district 
will now be kept in good driving con_di
tion throughout the winter. The old 
wooden plough that has been used so far 
was inadequate for the task 



EVENTS AT 

Camp Fortune 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 29th 

Southam Interscholastic Cross-country race at I2 noon. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30th 
Class 2, Slalom for men, on the Slalom hill at I p.m. Class I skiers 

are invited to participate in this event. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5th 
Down hill and Slalom race at I2 noon and 2 p.m. respectively. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6th 
Championship-Down hill at I2 noon and Slalom at 2 p.m. 

Excursion to the Seigniory Club 

WEEK-END OF JANUARY 29th 

e We wish to remind our members that they are invited to attend the lnter.City 
Ladies' Ski Meet at the Seigniory Club on Sunday, Jan. 30th. It had been planned at 
first to hold the events on two consecutive days, but it has now been decided to1 
stage them all on Sunday, the Slalom race in the morning and the Down hill and 
Relay race in the afternoon. 

a special excursion rate of 95c for the return trip. leaving any time Saturday 
and coming back any time up to Monday night, will be available. Trains for 
Montebello (Seigniory Club Station) leave the Union Station at 8.30 a.m., 2 p.m., 
and 5.55 p.m., on week days, and at 8.30 a.m. and 5.55 p.m. on Sundays. Returning 
train leaves Montebello at 11.44 a.m. and 8.58 p.m. on Sunday.-The roads are 
good for motoring as far as Masson. but very doubtful from Masson on. - The 
rates at the Seigniory Club are $5.50 a day, rooms and meals, two in a room 
with bath. 

This little magazine is published solely in the interests of skiing in general and of the Ottawa Ski 
Club in particular. Contributions in the shape of articles, stories, etc., will be gladly received by the 
Editor. One line notices about articles, lost or found, skiing equipment for sole or exchange will be 
published free of charge for our members. Address all communications to "THE EDITOR, OTTAWA 

SKI CLUB NEWS, 37 MARLBOROUGH AVE., OTTAWA. 



The Twelve ~ommandments 
of the Skier 

1. Thou shalt pay thy fees promptly, before the sell8on opens, remem
bering that thy Club spends much and charges little, and knowing that 
dreadful punishment swiftly overtakes the fee slacker. 

2. Thou shalt not p118s thy badge to a friend, for him to parade as a 
club member; nor shalt thou buy a "married couple" membership when thou 
art single, for the purpose of p118sing a friend as a "wedded wife" when she 
is nothing of the sort; nor shalt thou linger unduly at the sweet age of 
seventeen to avoid paying a senior fee, for those things are an abomination 
and will surely get thee expelled from the honourable corporation of skiers. 

8. Thou shalt always wear thy badge when skiing, and in a conspicuous 
place, where it can readily be seen, lest thou be taken for a poor guest 
and treated 118 such. 

4. Thou shalt not rest content until thou hll8t brought into the Club 
all thy friends and the friends of thy friends, knowing that a soul rescued 
from the perils of Tea Parties and brought out into the Great Outdoors, will 
count much for thee, on the Day when thou must account for all thy spills. 

5. When on the trail, thou shalt always exchange pleasant greetings 
with all skiers wearing the badge of the current year, remembering that aJl 
skiers in good standing are equal in the Great Outdoors; thou shalt not be 
unkind however to old badgers or guests, not at any rate until the 15th of 
January, remembering that thou, with thy sanctimonious looks, hast sinned 
in that respect perhaps more than once in the past. 

6. Thou shalt always offer thy services whenever thy Club call for 
volunteers, knowing that the Ottawa Ski Club W118 built by volunteer work 
and cannot be maintained or prosper except through such work. 

7. If thou hll8t any grievances against thy Club, thou shalt not air 
them indiscriminately among strangers nor even among friends, lest thou be 
taken for a common grouch, but thou shalt at once write them down, with thy 
name manfully signed, and address them to the Secretary-Treasurer, McGiffin's, 
80 Sparks St., remembering that good sound criticism, addressed to the right 
party, is helpful and will accomplish results, while vague complaints, scattered 
abroad, will only get thee in wrong. 

8. Thou shalt not laugh loudly when thou seest a brother skier falling, 
for to do so is very ill mannered; and if a brother skier should be so ill mannered 
118 to laugh loudly at thee when thou takest a spill, thou shalt grin and bear 
it, remembering that thou h118t probably more than once been guilty of 
laughing at others in thy giddy youth. 

9. Thou shalt patronize to the fullest extent those who advertise in the 
Ottawa Ski Club News, taking good care to let them know where thou 
sawest their "ad", and thou shalt at once report to the Editor any news that 
may further the cause of skiing or interest the readers. 

10: Thou shalt not, at any lodge, leave water to freeze in utensils, 
knowing that the bottom of the said utensils cannot unduly expand, nor shalt 
thou leave pots and pans dirty, or the floor covered with the remains of thy 
lunch, but thou shalt leave everything just as thou wouldst like to have it 
when thou comest in, tired and hungry. 

11. Thou shalt buy a $50 Life membership without further delay if 
thou art wise, or a $100 Special membership if thou art wealthy. knowing this 
to be the most practical way of helping thy Club, and that thy money will be 
spent at once on Lodge or trail improvement, of which thou shalt benefit. 

12. Thou shalt not carry anything on thy hip pocket, except car fare, 
lest a bump on the trail should find thee out. 


