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Land Acknowledgement. GVHS Board member Toby Sanger opened the meeting with a land
acknowledgement paying respect to the Anishinabe Algonquin people and their sacred relationship with
the unceded territory of the Gatineau Valley and the Tenagadino Zibi (Gatineau River).

Welcome, Coming Events and Introductions. GVHS President Gilbert Whiteduck welcomed those attending
the meeting and introduced GVHS board member Della Lacharity who spoke about some coming events
organized by the GVHS, including a public workshop and lecture by Dénall O Dubhghaill about the Gaelic
language and the launch of Volume 51 of Up the Gatineau! Gilbert thanked Della, and acknowledged other
GVHS board members, especially Marc Cockburn, who organized material for the AGM, and retiring board
member Frances Curry for her tremendous contributions over the years.

Call to Order and Approval of Agenda. GVHS president Gilbert Whiteduck called the meeting to Order at
7:10pm. Erik Rask and Tina Therrien moved adoption of the Agenda, which was then approved. Motion
carried.

Minutes of 2024 Meeting. Louise Schwartz and Shirley Brown moved adoption of the minutes of the 2024
GVHS AGM. Motion carried.

Financial Report. GVHS Treasurer Shirley Brown presented the GVHS financial report for 2024. She noted
that the finances were in good shape as usual even though we had to buy a new computer. Shirley and
Della moved adoption of the Financial Report. Motion carried.

Publications Report. GVHS Director of Publications Louise Schwartz presented the GVHS Publications
Report for 2024. She said it had been a great year, except for sales, which had declined from 2023. Louise
noted that Up the Gatineau! had moved to a new larger format, which allows for better feature photos and
illustrations. With Fairbairn House, the GVHS also helped organize a great exhibit of 50 years publication of
the journal at Fairbairn House. It was a lovely day and about 100 people came out for the launch of it. We
are still selling a number of complete sets of the journal every year. Louise also noted that the GVHS had
collaborated with La Fab sur Mill on historical panels to celebrate the 150" anniversary of the establishment
of the town of Chelsea. She acknowledged the many other volunteers who help out with Up the Gatineau!
Gilbert thanked Louise, and said he wished that more people bought the journal.

Website and Facebook Report. GVHS board member Marc Cockburn thanked GVHS Website Director Erik
Rask for putting together a report on use of the website. He noted that visits were up significantly,
continuing the trend of increasing use of the website. One of the most popular is the new Family Histories
section. There is also a lot of interest in maps, the Up the Gatineau! sections, and the Ottawa Ski Club. Erik
clarified that these visitation figures exclude Google BOTS. Marc noted a number of new publications that
had been added to the website, including by Norma Geggie, Ernie Mahoney, and Eamonn McKee. Marc
also presented the GVHS Facebook statistics: we have 4,441 followers and GVHS posts had a reach of
282,100 in 2024. A majority of the Facebook followers are female and older.

Archives Report. Marc Cockburn presented the Archives report. Highlights include the renewal of an office
space agreement with Chelsea for space in the library; assistance to Chelsea for their 150" anniversary;
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purchase of a new laptop, and discussions with Fairbairn House about establishing a satellite research
centre with computer terminals with access to genealogical software, which is an exciting development.

New Photo Acquisitions. Marc Cockburn next presented recent photo acquisitions for the archives. These
include images of the Tulip Valley restaurant from the 50s, 60s and 70s, donated by Chris Faasen; photos of
the Rupert community centre and activities dating from the 70s and 90s, donated by Myles Mahon; and
Jamieson family photos from the early 1900 and 1920s donated by Ann McConnell, including of farm life,
the “Elms at Farm Point” tearoom, and of a “barnstorming” plane landing in Masson, circa 1920. Frances
Curry added that she had been working on clippings from Pat Evans and included many from the Rupert
Community Centre. Marc thanked Linda Bardell for all her work scanning and processing the images. Marc
also reported that the GVHS will have to invest in an archival management system incorporating the imgae
bank as part of the website renewal.

Nominations Report/ Elections. Marc paid tribute to retiring GVHS board member Frances Curry. She has
been a long-time volunteer, handling the library and inquiries, written nine articles for the Up the Gatineau!
and indexing it annually, an honorary life member since 2021, member of the board from 2018, vice
president of the GVHS and winner of the Carol Martin award. Frances thanked Marc and said she would
carry on volunteering. Marc reported that everyone but Frances has agreed to continue on the board. The
GVHS is looking for someone to join the board with website experience, as renewal of the website will be a
big job, but we haven’t found an appropriate person yet. Accordingly, Marc Cockburn presented the
Nominations Committee Report that the following people be re-elected to two year terms on the 2025/26
board of directors of the Gatineau Valley Historical Society:

e  Gilbert Whiteduck - President

e  Shirley Brown - Treasurer

¢ Toby Sanger - Secretary

e Louise Schwartz - Publications Director
e Della Lacharity - Director

Directors continuing in the second year of their two year terms include Erik Rask, Cindy Duncan McMiillan,
Tina Therrien and Saara Mortensen, with Marc Cockburn as immediate Past President (ex-officio). The
motion was seconded by Tina Therrien. Motion carried.

Questions. Gilbert asked if anyone had any questions comments or suggestions. With no questions, Gilbert
thanked Marc for all the work he did organizing the meeting, thanked everyone for joining the meeting,
asked them to encourage others to sign up as members, and encouraged people to attend the launch of the
new volume of Up the Gatineau! with its many good articles.

12. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned.



