Gatineau Valley Historical Society

Publications Report for 2024

I’m pleased to table this report at our 2025 Annual General Meeting. The annual local history
journal Up the Gatineau! is the Society’s flagship publication, with 50 volumes published since
1975. The Society also sells a variety of other local history publications, including books, note
cards, a CD, an 1875 West Hull property owner map, and a Gatineau Valley railway station
poster.

2024 was a special year for the GVHS. We celebrated the publication of our 50th volume of Up
the Gatineau! by moving from a small pamphlet size to a larger format, which gives us an
opportunity to better feature photographs, maps and other images. Up the Gatineau! was also the
subject of a summer-long exhibit in the Fairbairn Heritage Centre barn in Wakefield, where we
held a publication launch party in June for Volume 50.

We sell directly to the public and through 11 Gatineau Valley retailers, including ones in
Chelsea, Cantley, Low and Wakefield. Our top-selling retailer for 2024 was the Dépanneur
M&R on Old Chelsea Road. This was followed by the Wakefield General Store. We appreciate
everyone’s support. Our sister historical society, Cantley 1889, sells on our behalf, and we
provide complimentary copies of the latest volume to all public libraries in the Valley. Paid up
members of the GVHS receive a complimentary copy of the latest volume.

Our total year over years publication sales are as follows:

2022 2023 2024 Change from 2023
Direct sales: $3,908 $5,547 $3,426 ($2,121)
Sales through retailers $3,430 $3,389 $2,538 ($ 851)
Total Sales: $7,338 $8,936 $5,964 (52,972)

Sales were clearly disappointing in 2024, compared to the last two years; it’s not clear what
accounts for this, although we have noted sales vary significantly from year to year. Many of our
sales derive from the latest volume of Up the Gatineau! and complete sets, the latter of which
saw only 9 set sales compared to 20 in 2023. We were present with a publication table at one
monthly talk and three outdoor markets. The Society sold or distributed about 545 copies of the
current Up the Gatineau!, a bit less than last year’s 600.

All Society members receive a complimentary copy of the current Up the Gatineau! as part of
their membership fees and we provide a free copy to area libraries, including Chelsea,
Waketield, Cantley, Kazabazua and Low, as well as to Fairbairn House.

Our primary publishing goal is to preserve and promote local history in the Gatineau Valley.
This is achieved with a dedicated group of volunteers. The Up the Gatineau! team for 2024
consisted of Pierre Laporte (for cover design and photo editing), Paul Gessell and James
Milks (editorial) with Beth Macfie (copy editor) and Paull Leamen (poetry editor), and
Frances Curry (layout and indexing).

A special thank you goes to Dave Dunphy and Shirley McGlashan who manage sales,
distribution and inventory management throughout the year. After over ten years in this role,
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they would like to help us find new publication managers. This function is ideally suited for two
people; if anyone has an interest in learning more about these positions, please contact me.

Our quarterly member newsletter is produced by Shirley Brown, who also manages the GVHS
Facebook page with Linda Bardell and Della Lacharity. We communicate with members and

the public on our website at www.gvhs.ca, administered by webmaster, Erik Rask, with expert
support from Mike Bardell.

Thanks to each of these valued volunteers for their many contributed hours, and to all other

GVHS members, who support our publications and communication activities through their
membership fees.

Submitted by:
Louise Schwartz
Director of Publications

=. Up the
Gatineau!
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