
 
 

 
Gatineau Valley Historical Society 

Annual General Meeting  
26 March 2024, 7-8pm, Via Zoom 

DRAFT Minutes 
 

1. Land Acknowledgement. GVHS Board member Della Lacharity opened the meeting by paying respect to 
the Anishinabe Algonquin people and acknowledging their long-standing sacred relationship with their 
unceded Gatineau territory.   

2. Welcome and Introductions. GVHS President Gilbert Whiteduck welcomed and introduced GVHS board 
members and members of the society to the annual general meeting.  He paid special tribute to retiring 
board member Linda Bardell and thanked her for all her work over the years.  He also very briefly reviewed 
GVHS activities over the past year and encouraged more people to join the society. 

3. Upcoming Events. GVHS board member and Director of Publications Louise Schwartz briefly mentioned 
coming events, incuding a presentation on 9 April by Eamonn McKee, Ireland’s Ambassador to Canada; an 
excursion to the Kitigan Zibi Pow-Wow on 1 June; and the 50th anniversary celebration and launch of the Up 
the Gatineau! journal on 15 June at Fairbairn House.  

4. Annual General Meeting Call to Order and Approval of Agenda. Gilbert Whiteduck called the annual 
general meeting to order.  Frances Curry and Erik Rask moved adoption of the proposed agenda without 
changes.  Motion carried.  

5. Minutes of 2023 Meeting Toby Sanger noted an omission of “e” in Gilbert Whiteduck’s name in the 2023 
AGM draft minutes. Della Lacharity and Marc Cockburn moved adoption of the 2023 AGM minutes with 
this correction.  Motion carried.   

6. New Logo. Gilbert Whiteduck presented the new GVHS logo designed by Tracy Carefoot, explained its 
background, moving away from the logo with the ax to become more inclusive and said he hoped members 
like it. 

7. Finance. GVHS Treasurer Shirley Brown presented the GVHS 2023 Financial Statement “the same old boring 
finances” which show the society is in “good nick”, with sales good, membership growing and expenses 
growing, but not by much. Shirley Brown and GVHS member Andre Renaud moved acceptance and 
approval of the financial statement. Motion carried. 

8. Publications. Louise Schwartz tabled the …, noting that sales have fluctuated but generally increased over 
time. The Up the Gatineau! journal is provided to all members and sold through about ten retailers and at 
different events.  She thanked volunteers and invited contributions to Volume 51 of the journal. Gilbert 
Whiteduck thanked Louise and said he was looking forward to the launch of the 50th Volume.   

9. Archives and Website. GVHS Board Member Marc Cockburn reported that the GVHS Archives & Office 
resumed regular hours in 2023. He commended Erik Rask for all the work he does maintaining and 
expanding the website as a repository for the GVHS’s collections of text, images and maps. The website is 
growing and needs renewal, preferably in a more accessible platform to maintain. Marc also provided a 
very interesting slide show selection of new photo acquisitions, including from Tim Wilson, Carol Pilon, Judy 
Brown, Gatineau Echo and Low Down. He especially thanked Linda Bardell for all her work scanning images. 



10. Nominations Committee Report. Marc Cockburn presented the report from the nominations committee.  
The GVHS Board was looking for people to fill two positions and received four very good applications.  The 
nominations committee is proposing two excellent additions to the board: Tina Therrien and Saara 
Mortensen, both of whom have lots of relevant experience. The nominations committee proposed for re-
election and election to the 2024/25 GVHS Board the following: Erik Rask, Cindy Duncan MacMillan, Tina 
Therrien and Saara Mortensen; with Gilbert Whiteduck (President), Frances Curry (Vice-President), Shirley 
Brown (Treasurer), Toby Sanger (Secretary) Louise Schwartz (Director of Publications) and Della Lacharity 
(Director) continuing for the second year of their terms. Marc Cockburn put forward a motion for 
appointment of these board members which was seconded by Shirley Brown.  Motion carried with no 
dissents. 

11. Strategic and Operational Plan 2024-28. Toby Sanger presented the Strategic and Operational Plans that 
the board had developed in a number of meetings over the year.  A key aspect to of the strategic plan will 
be reflect a broader range of the region’s heritage.  Marc Cockburn emphasized that the biggest and 
costliest job will be to revamp the website.  

12. Questions. Gilbert asked if anyone had any questions.  With no questions, Gilbert welcomed Saara and Tina 
to the GVHS board and thanked Marc for all the work he had done organizing the meeting. 

13. Adjournment.  Gilbert Whiteduck adjourned the GVHS Annual General Meeting at 7:56pm. 

 


