
“To promote matters of historical or heritage 

significance  in the Gatineau Valley.”

GVHS 60th 

Agenda 

6:00pm -Welcome

6:05pm - Opening remarks 

6:10pm - GVHS 60th Anniversary retrospective

6:30pm - Awards 

7:00pm - Closing and acknowledgments . 



Land Acknowledgement

We pay respect to the Anishinabe Algonquin people who 

are the traditional guardians of this land. We 

acknowledge their longstanding sacred relationship with 

this territory which is unceeded. The ancestral territory 

along the Tenàgàdino Zìbì, (or Gatineau River), has 

served as a travel route, location for villages, site of 

meetings and exchanges amongst visiting nations. We 

acknowledge the traditional knowledge keepers and the 

courageous leaders; past, present, future. We pledge to 

honor and respect the Anishinabe Algonquin Nation.

“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  

in the Gatineau Valley.”



Who are we - Origins 

Established in 1962, the mission of the Gatineau Valley Historical Society (GVHS) is to promote 

matters of historical or heritage significance in the Gatineau Valley in West Quebec.

Moorside Tea Room in 1962: Moiya Wright, Judith Crawley, Liv Ryan, Janice Mckingley, Mae

Mulvihill, and Jean Chapman (Mayor of West Hull)

Historical Society of the Gatineau established as an Association - 98 Members 

First President:  Moiya Wright 

“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  

in the Gatineau Valley.”



The  HSOG became incorporated in 1966

• In 1965 the HSOG acquired the Pioneer Cemetery property from Mr. Cecil Meredith, a 

descendant of the original Church family.

•In 1968, the Chelsea Cenotaph and matching entrance pillars were constructed with 

assistance from the municipality.

•In 2010  Allan Richens collaborated with the municipality to install a set of brass plaques on 

the Cenotaph to commemorate Chelsea's war dead. 



In 1966 Arthur Davison became HSOG President - Served for 19 years*

• Among his many accomplishments, he was the Auctioneer  for the Annual Auction 

which ran for 53 years to 2016  



• Up the Gatineau! is the GVHS's local history journal.

• It has been published every spring since 1974 and distributed 

free to GVHS members 

• In 1984, the Society established the "Arthur Davison Prize," 

awarded annually to the person judged to have made the most 

outstanding contribution to Up the Gatineau!

• Previous UTG! Editors include Pat Evans and Carol Martin.  

• Currently Louise Schwartz.   Working on 50th Anniversary issue. 



R.A.J. (Bob) Phillips became President in 1984

A leader in the heritage movement in Canada and a founding director of Heritage Canada, 

In 1986 the HSOG established the Historical Museum of the Gatineau at Maclaren house in 

Wakefield .  Closed in ca1993.



• Every year since 1986, the GVHS has hosted a public Remembrance Day ceremony at the 

Chelsea Pioneer cemetery and Cenotaph. 

The final resting place of Private Richard Rowland Thompson, the only Canadian to receive the 

prestigious “Queen's Scarf” from Queen Victoria for heroism in the War in South African.  

• Welcome  Canadian Armed Forces personnel, including members of Private Thompson’s  Royal 

Canadian Regiment from Petawawa, as well as personnel from the Royal Canadian Medical 

Services since Pvt. Thompson had been a medical orderly. 



• In 1993 Jay Atherton became President and Society Archivist.   Was a Senior Manager at 

National Archives of Canada. 

• Established professional  archival practices for the Society archives to acquire and preserve 

archival records relating to the Gatineau Valley.  

• Jay’s efforts led to the Society obtaining secure archival accommodations within the Chelsea 

Library.   

• His expertise in managing the archives volunteers  resulted in new initiatives including the 

GVHS Digital Image Bank created and  managed by Adrienne Heron.



• The Society has had three names since its inception.

• Originally the Historical Society of the Gatineau, 

• A "new" name referencing the Gatineau Valley was first proposed to our membership in 

March of 1997. Members were not enthusiastic, and in September 1997. 

• Agreed that "the only change to the name should be the capitalization of the word "the," to 

emphasize the fact that our frame of reference is "The Gatineau" and not "Gatineau."

• Half a dozen years later, in 2003, we became the Gatineau Valley Historical Society. 

• Two reasons prompted the name change:

- Ease of expression, and identity.  Was often called the "Gatineau Historical Society".  

- To distinguish our area of interest from that of the newly amalgamated City of Gatineau.



GVHS Collections 

• Approx 20 meters of paper records

• 10,000+ digital documents (clippings and records)

• 12,000+ digital photos 

• 500+  photo prints

• 300+ digital audio/visual files and film  

• 800+ digital and paper maps 

• Microfiche 

• 250+ local history publications in the GVHS 

library 

• The Pat Evans Archives  of the GVHS, housed in the lower level of the Chelsea Library, contain 

a variety of resources available for reference during the archive's office hours. 

• GVHS members, researchers and members of the public are welcome to drop by or make an 

appointment in advance.

Patrick Michael Oldfield Evans, known as Pat, or 

by local sailors as "Skipper", was a transplanted 

Brit who immigrated to Canada in 1928 at the age 

of 15 and died in Wakefield in 1999. A writer and 

historian, he established the archives of the 

Historical Society of the Gatineau, as it was then 

known, and later became its Honorary Archivist. 



• Monthly talks on local or national heritage topics

• Over 400 speakers, historical walks, tours, and special exhibits ay various local 

venues. 

• Communicate with quarterly with GVHS Newsletter and Facebook



Assistance and Outreach 

Local municipalities 

Fairbairn House Heritage Centre

Cantley1889

Theatre Wakefield 

Sentiers Chelsea Trails

Sentiers Wakefield Trails 

Friends of the Gatineau River

Friends of Gatineau Park. 

Gatineau River Yacht Club

Cascades Club 

Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network



GVHS Website



2019 2020

Unique Visitors  31,481               36,308 

Number of visits  49,033               56,874

Page Views 304,741 297,269 

Hits    992,593 1,069,056

5329   - Images available to the public

9239   -Text Bank clippings and articles

713 - Pages of Low Down Articles (searchable)  

720 - Other content pages

Website Statistics



Goals 2022-2032:

The GVHS achieves its mission by supporting the initiatives of its members and volunteers, and by assisting the wider 

local heritage community.

-To document and promote and more culturally diverse and a wider range of heritage themes and Gatineau Valley 

communities. 

- Develop a more culturally diverse membership base (francophone, indigenous, multi-generational members, and 

general audience)

- Increase institutional  members and partners (i.e. Municipalities, schools, local non-profits, museums, and cultural 

associations)

- Acquire new multi-media archival collections relating to francophone, multi-ethnic, and indigenous peoples and places.  

Expand reference services and the archives volunteer base in order update and standardize archival descriptions, and 

create new finding aids and databases. 

- Maintain a bilingual website as a rich and searchable digital repository which includes details of news and events, and 

new digital products, publications, and database application.  

- Adopt  a more bilingual approach to communication and expand on social media presence (Instagram and new FB 

pages), with increased local and regional coverage.



Moiya Wright (ca1985)

Sheila Strang (1988)

P.M.O. (Pat) Evans (1989)

R.A.J. (Bob) Phillips 1989

Stuart and Norma Geggie (1991)

Rolf Latté (1992)

Ray Daly (1993)

Carol and Bob Martin (1994)

Gunda Lambton (1995)

Norma Walmsley and Joan Garnett (1997)

Jay Atherton (1997)

David and Eileen Castleman (1999)

Allan Richens (2000)

Judy Grant (2001)

Anita Rutledge 2002

Rene and Bent Nielsen (2003)

Rae Moore (2003)

Wayne Rostad (2004)

Ernie Mahoney (2005)

vince hendrick (2007)

Theresa Winfield ( 2010)

Annette Brand (2011)

Duncan Marshall ( 2011)

Michael Cooper (2011)

Mary Armitage (2012)

Harold and Margaret Reid (2012)

Adrienne Herron (2013)

Marc Cockburn (2013)

Bob Hughes (2014)

Margaret Phillips (2015)

Linda Bardell (2017)
Erik Rask (2018)



2022 Awards 
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