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The main purpose of our AGM tonight is to take care of business, but also to 
highlight the Society's accomplishments this year.    Normally we would have had 
a full blown presentation to go with the AGM, but this year we figured would 
streamline the AGM and  keep your the screen time to a minimum.      
 
But, It's been an interesting and I guess somewhat historic year, and although we 
aren't meeting in any close social settings, many of us are none the less forging 
ahead and working on some stay-at-home digitization and research projects, 
replying to inquiries, adding to our website, and lending support to the local 
heritage community when and where we can.       
 
First of all,  I want to once again thank all of the volunteers that help make the 
Society succeed, including our hard working and devoted Board of Directors:  
 
Shirley Brown (Treasurer and Newsletter editor),  
Louise Schwartz (Publications),  
Erik Rask (Internet),  
Linda Bardell (Archives and Image bank),   
Frances Curry (Archives and Library) 
 
and Cindy Duncan McMillan, who in her first year on the Board is already 
cultivating new ground and producing some nice plump ideas for the Society to 
consume .  
 
But mostly I want personally thank Suzanne Gibeault (our Vice-president for the 
two years ), who is retiring from the Board as of this evening .    Suzanne has been 
a huge asset to the GVHS in all aspects of our programs and activities.     Most 
recently she took on the organization of GVHS Remembrance Day Ceremony, and 
even this year since we didn't do an official ceremony,  she produced a 6 page  
retrospective of past GVHS Remembrance Day Ceremonies.      
   



And we can all see that Suzanne is a very committed her volunteer at St. Stephens 
parish...  and I expect that her with dedication to the Chelsea community, that  we 
will surely cross paths again on various projects and initiatives.     
 
I should also mention and everyone who contributes initiative in many different 
ways.     
 
Program  
 
Can't say too much about our Speakers series this year.   The last time we met 
officially was a 2019 AGM at the Chelsea Library .    
 
We decided back in March that we would suspend our meetings until further 
notice, and to revaluate as we move forward.    We could eventually do some 
online talks,  or maybe partner with another organization that have that kind 
technical infrastructure and know-how to do some presentations, but we'll decide 
that probably next fall  
 
At the moment  we don't think that we will do any indoor meetings but we might 
be open to organizing  some outdoor field trips, to give us a chance to stretch out 
legs and explore some local heritage places.     
 
A few of us did join the Gatineau Valley gardeners at the Old Chelsea Protestant 
Burial in August, mainly as a precursor to some upcoming preservation and 
beatification work that will happen at the historic cemetery over the next few 
years.   
 
But the biggest impact to our normal program planning was the cancellation of 
our Annual Dinner and Awards,  and official the launch of Up the Gatineau, which 
means that we are a little behind on celebrating our volunteers and contributors 
as a Society.    It is not too likely that we will hold the dinner in May this year, but 
we are hopeful that we may do an celebratory start-up event in September, or 
into the fall.           
 
However, we did manage to award the Arthur Davison Prize.    Congratulations to 
Hannen Sabean, winner of the 2020 Arthur Davison Prize for the most 



outstanding contribution to Up the Gatineau!, for his article "A History of Dying in 
the Gatineau Valley", which appeared in Volume 45, in 2019. 
 
 
Assistance  

 

A big congratulations to Michael Cooper and his Fairbairn Museum colleagues,  

(with assistance from Linda Bardell) for mounting a very  impressive exhibition on  

Transportation in the Gatineau Valley.    

 

The 8 individual panels are organized thematically  and there is a super selection of 

images and captions, and the graphics are top-notch.   I think it was on display for a 

portion of the summer in the barn at Fairbairn House, before they closed suddenly last 

fall.  But I get a feeling we'll see this travelling exhibition pop-up in different location in 

the coming  months and years. 

 
And congratulations to our friends  Cantley1889, under the guidance of Margaret 
Philips who are also forging ahead with their programs and activities.   
 
1  Launch of the Virtual museum, 2  Cantley 1889 has received a grant from the 
Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network (QAHN) to create a descriptive plaque to 
commemorate Cantley's Blackburn Pioneer Cemetery, and 3) On-going 
contributions of articles to the Echo of Cantley   
 
We are also happy to report  that the GVHS made  $1,000 donation to the Save 
the Station Campaign, to support the effort of our Chelsea Trails partners  - Alain 
Piche, Sandy Foote, and others to preserve the Old Cascades station and getting 
back to its natural setting.   
 
We look forward to  help establish some historical interpretation panels and 
displays once the old Cascades station finds a permanent along the Chelsea Voie 
Vert .    
 
Publications  
 
You should of seen the Publications Report on the Society's website.    Many 
thanks to Louise Schwartz for this.  



 
Not surprisingly, 2020 saw lower sales in a year affected by the global pandemic, 
although this reduction was only seen in the Society’s direct sales since we didn't 
do our usual local fairs and other events.    We nonetheless sold quite a few full 
sets of UTG this at Christmas time.  
 
And thanks to a dedicated group of volunteers led by Louise Schwartz ,  the Up 
the Gatineau! team who despite some uncertainty at our printer still managed to 
publish and distribute another exceptional  volume this (no 45!).   
    
 Facebook  
 
Our Facebook page continues to grow in popularity .   Up to 1,700 likes -  as of 
today - that's up by 500 last year at this time.  
 
Many thanks to Linda Bardell for selecting the weekly photo posts, and to Shirley, 
Louise, and Suzanne for maintaining the page and posting interesting items from 
other local and provincial heritage organizations.   
 
 
Website.    
 
Erik ran some stats.  Highlight numbers from 2019 and 2020  
 
Web usage data are hard to interpret,  but shows that overall traffic on the 
website is holding strong overall on the website.  And we just hit our first million 
hits this year! 
 
W all this information, it's quite a challenge for Erik to keep it all organized and in 
some kind of logical order.   So we did do a restructure  mainly to group together 
common themes and type of application, and  to help keep it all useable - we 
have added site map and search engine  
 
 
Pat Evans Archives  
 



Biggest impact has been on are archives operations on our Library and Archives 
activities   The Covid measures at the Chelsea Library have mostly prevented us 
form getting to the Archives office and collections, or to meet with researchers.   
 
However The Library staff (Amelie and Sam) have been wonderful in assisting us 
to retrieve material from the office,  but we've have kept our archival collections 
off-limits to visitors and volunteers.   We will regroup later and start up some new 
initiatives.  And we will have to ghewt all that material at everyone house back 
into the collections. 
   

New acquisitions 

 

Alan Hegginbottom.  52 images (1974-1986) Wakefield and surrounding area.    

 
Ott family photos.   19 Images (ca1930s) of around Larrimac  
  
Lois Wilson - Approx 200 images and letters (ca1900-1985) of Alcove and 
surroundings.  
 
Conclusion 
 

We sadly note the passing of one of our two Honorary Lifetime Members of the 
Society in 2020.    Moiya Wright was the first President of the Society when the 
GVHS was formed almost 60 years ago.     
 
At our Fiftieth anniversary  AGM we decided as an organization  to open up our 
resources and to the wider  public, and to get as much info on our website as we 
possibly can.   
 
The payoff for us has been to see interest in local history snowball and allowing us 
to reach even more contributors, and to begin exploring new local history  
frontiers and to discover new stories, and examine some of the stories that we 
think we already know.      I am very pleased that we will some new faces on our 
Board to  help us along in that journey.         
 



You'll see that my role in the coming few months and years will be as Past 
president, but that I'll be continuing to collaborate with the Board to help define 
the Society's  strategy and goals for the GVHS's  60th anniversary year in 2022      


