
Gatineau Valley Historical Society
Minutes of the 

2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Monday, February 22, 2021, 7:00 p.m. – Virtual by Zoom

1. WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER 
President Marc Cockburn welcomed everyone to the first virtual Annual General Meeting 
of the Gatineau Valley Historical Society (GVHS) by Zoom. At 7:06 pm, Marc called the 
AGM to order, with 38 members and supporters present online. He thanked Bruce Jones 
for being the video host and offering to help with any technical issues. 
 

2. MINUTES OF THE 2020 AGM
Marc advised that the draft minutes of the 2020 AGM had been posted on the GVHS 
website in advance. There were no follow up questions, and Frances Curry moved that 
the minutes be accepted. This was seconded by Shirley Brown and the motion carried.

3. PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Marc Cockburn began his report by thanking all of the volunteers who help out with the 
activities of the GVHS, including the Board of Directors. He introduced Shirley Brown 
(Treasurer and Newsletter editor); Louise Schwartz (Publications); Erik Rask (Internet); 
Linda Bardell (Archives and Image bank); Frances Curry (Archives and Library); and 
director Cindy Duncan McMillan, in her first year on the board. He noted that “our friend 
and last year's secretary, Virginia Jakutavicius, retired from the Board in January to tend 
to some unfortunate personal affairs, but we continue to wish her well, and look forward 
to welcoming her back to the Society later.” 

He also thanked Suzanne Gibeault, vice-president for the past two years, who is retiring 
from the Board. He noted her contribution to all aspects of Society’s work, including the 
organization of the Remembrance Day ceremony in Chelsea in 2019, and a six page 
retrospective of past ceremonies in 2020 in place of an in person ceremony. 

Events:  Marc reported that because of the pandemic the first (and only) in person 
sponsored event the Society held in 2020 was last year’s February AGM, and that the 
Society has not moved to virtual programming except for this current AGM. He noted that
it was unclear when programming might be able to start up again, but that there might be
possible outdoor field trips arranged in the fall, and a celebratory start up. He mentioned 
that he was able to give a talk with the Gatineau Valley Gardeners at the Old Chelsea 
Protestant Burial last August. He noted the cancellation of the annual dinner and awards 
in 2020, and congratulated Hannen Sabean who was the recipient of the Arthur Davison 
Prize for his article in Volume 45 of Up the Gatineau!

Outreach: Marc highlighted some of the key activities of the Society’s local partners including:

 Fairbairn House, through Michael Cooper, his colleagues, with assistance from Linda 
Bardell, for its exhibit on Transportation in the Gatineau Valley.

 Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network (QAHN) and its talks “Notable Women of the 
Pontiac” by Tina Therien, and “After the Fire! - A community rebuilds Its Covered Bridge” 
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by Neil Faulkner and Joan Garnett, a preview to the upcoming 25th anniversary of the 
bridge rebuilding.

 Cantley 1889’s activities under the guidance of Margaret Philips, with its launch of 
a virtual museum, its successful application for a grant from QAHN for a 
descriptive plaque to commemorate Cantley's Blackburn Pioneer Cemetery, and 
its ongoing contributions of local history articles to the Cantley Echo.

 Sentiers Chelsea Trails and Chelsea Voie Verte and its “Save the Station” 
campaign, with leads Alain Piché and Sandy Foote, to preserve the former 
Cascades train station and move it back to the railway corridor, now a community 
trail. Marc added that although it wasn’t really 2020 news, he was happy to report
that the GVHS made a $1,000 donation to this initiative, and that he looked 
forward to the Society helping to establish historical interpretation panels and 
displays once the old Cascades station finds a permanent along the Chelsea Voie 
Verte. 

Publications:
Marc reminded members that the publication report for 2020 was posted on the Society's
website, and thanked Louise for its preparation. He summarized that publication 
revenues were lower, specifically in direct sales, because pandemic restrictions meant 
there were no local fairs and other events to participate at. He thanked the dedicated 
group of volunteers led by Louise Schwartz, who despite some uncertainty at our printer 
still managed to publish and distribute another exceptional volume.

Facebook Page:  
Marc noted the Society’s Facebook page continues to grow in popularity, with 1,700 
“likes,” up by 500 in the year, and noted the top five posts in terms of reach were:

 photo of the Paugan Dam log chute
 photo of the Rufus Chamberlin General Store in Wakefield
 a Gatineau train story and cartoon from the Ottawa Citizen
 photo of Dr. Harold Geggie and his snowmobile
 photo of the Venosta train station

He thanked Linda Bardell for selecting the weekly photo posts, and Shirley Brown, Louise 
Schwartz, and Suzanne Gibeault for their contributions.  

Website Statistics and Website Update: 
Marc reported on statistics as collated by Erik Rask, showing that overall traffic on the 
website is holding strong overall, and that the first million hits occurred this year. He 
noted that the website underwent a restructuring to better group common themes and 
to enhance access with a site map and search engine. He pointed out that sites of 
significant changes are the Local Clubs Archives (with new material from the Cascades 
Club), Gatineau Park maps, and a new Churches and Cemeteries which is still in 
development. 
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Pat Evans Archives: 
Marc confirmed that pandemic restrictions at the Chelsea Library, where the Society’s 
archives are housed, have mostly prevented volunteers from working on our library and 
archives collection, or meeting with visitors. He noted that the Chelsea Library staff 
(Amélie and Samuel) had been helpful in retrieving material from the office. He 
highlighted the following photo acquisitions to the Image Bank:

 Alan Hegginbottom (52 images from 1974 to 1986 in Wakefield and the 
surrounding area)   

 Ott family ( 19 images, circa 1930s, of the Larrimac area) 
 Lois Wilson (200 images including letters from 1900 to 1985 of Alcove and 

surroundings) 
Concluding Notes:
Marc acknowledged the sad passing of an honorary lifetime member of the Society in 
2020—Moiya Wright who was the first president of the Society. He also noted the change
in his role on the board as he moves to the ex-officio past president role in 2021, and 
affirmed his continuing collaboration to help define the Society's goals and strategies as 
we approach the GVHS's 60th anniversary in 2022. 

4. FINANCIAL REPORT
Treasurer Shirley Brown presented the annual financial statement as at December 31, 
2020, reporting a year end surplus of $1,195, partly due to reduced activity for the year. 
She pointed the objective of increasing membership, a key source of revenue for the 
Society. 

5. NOMINATIONS REPORT/ELECTIONS
Frances Curry presented the report of the Nominating Committee, who consisted of herself, Linda
Bardell, Erik Rask and Cindy Duncan McMillan. She proposed on behalf of the committee the 
following persons for election to the 2021-22 Board of Directors: 
Shirley Brown – Treasurer
Louise Schwartz – Secretary
Della Lacharity – Director
Gilbert Whiteduck – Director
Frances provided members with a short introduction to Della and Gilbert who would both
be new to the board. 
Della Lacharity was born and raised on a farm in Venosta, Quebec, and now has a 
secondary home in the Gatineau Valley. She retired from the Federal Public Service after 
40+ years of service, 28 years with National Defence and 12+ years with Health 
Canada.The Lacharity family first resided in Meech Lake which was called LaCharité Lake 
at that time. (Some ancestors were laid to rest in Chelsea Catholic Cemetery.) Of interest, 
her late husband's family were the last residents at the train station in Venosta Quebec.
Gilbert Whiteduck is (Anishinabe) Algonquin from the Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg First Nation
community. He served as Chief of the community from June 2008 to April 2015, and had 
previously been elected to the Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg Band Council at different intervals,
for a total period of 12 years over the past four decades. Gilbert has been involved in the 
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field of First Nations education for over 33 years, and has been working as a Clinical 
Coordinator and Residential Counsellor for the past 6 years at the Wanaki Treatment 
Centre (for substance use disorders).

Frances also proposed that Cindy Duncan McMillan move from her Director position to 
the Vice President position for the second year of her 2-year term, to fill this vacancy.

Frances finally noted that she, Linda Bardell and Erik Rask would continue in the second year of 
their two-year terms, and that Marc Cockburn would move to an ex-officio position as Past 
President. 

She invited all those who had accepted nominations to please raise their hands. She then asked 
for any nominations from the floor. There being no other nominations, Frances moved that the 
nominations be closed, and proposed that members accept the 2021 Nominating Committee 
report. This was seconded by Susan Courage and the motion carried. Frances then thanked 
everyone for their participation and congratulated the acclaimed board members.

6. RETIREMENT OF PRESIDENT MARC COCKBURN
Erik Rask spoke on behalf of the board to acknowledge the leadership and long service of 
Marc, as he prepared to move to the past president position. He noted that Marc had 
been on the board of the GVHS for 22 years, of which 17 were spent as its president, and 
that under Marc’s leadership the Society had accomplished much. Since Marc had already
been awarded an honorary life membership in 2012, to recognize this occasion the board 
presented him with a framed historical photograph, a panorama of the Wakefield area. 
Marc thanked the Society for this gift. 

7. AGM ADJOURNMENT
Before adjourning the 2021 AGM, Marc Cockburn asked for questions, comments or 
suggestions for the coming year. A question was raised about the vacant president 
position, and how this would be filled. There was a short discussion on the role of the vice
president in fulfilling some of the duties of the president during this vacancy, and Marc 
also indicated he would be there to provide support. One member, Carolyn Clark Hetu, 
indicated her willingness to support the Society as a volunteer. 

The AGM was adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Minutes submitted by:  Louise Schwartz 

Approved by: ______________________________
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