
  

Gatineau Valley Historical Society  

Annual General Meeting 

February 17, 2020  -  Chelsea Library 
 

 
 

    7:30pm - Annual General Meeting 

 

AGENDA 

 
Call to Order 

Minutes of the 2019 AGM 
President’s Report 
Financial Report 

Publications Report 
Nomination Report / Elections 

Adjourn AGM 
 

8:00pm ‐ Presentation. 

 

Archives Open House  

  

“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
in the Gatineau Valley.” 



Minutes of the 2019 AGM 

“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
in the Gatineau Valley.” 



President’s report  

“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
in the Gatineau Valley.” 

2018/19 GVHS Board of Directors  
 

Marc Cockburn   (President)  

Suzanne Gibeault  (Vice President and Program)  

Louise Schwartz  (Publications)  

Shirley Brown  (Treasurer and Newsletter editor) 

Erik Rask   (Website)  

Linda Bardell   (Archives and Image Bank)    

John Udvarhelyi   (Cemeteries and Archives) 

Frances Curry   (Archives and Library)       

Virginia Jakutavicius (Secretary ) 

Past President  (Vacant) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Program Events 

“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
in the Gatineau Valley.” 



“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
in the Gatineau Valley.” 

A Tour of Cantley's Famous Sculpted Rocks 

with Geologist Dr. David Sharpe 



Outreach  
 

“Assisting the wider community to make know the history and 
heritage of the Gatineau valley” 

“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
in the Gatineau Valley.” 



Fairbairn 

As part of Fairbairn House's upcoming exhibit on the history of transportation in 
the Valley, they are seeking to borrow local items (photographs, catalogues, 
advertisements, models, older car parts, signs, memorabilia, etc) relating to 
human, animal and mechanical transportation in the region prior to 
1939.  Borrowed items would be credited to the owners and displayed with the 
required care. Loan period: May – October 2020. 
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Cascades Club 100th Anniversary  
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“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
in the Gatineau Valley.” 

Réseau du patrimoine de Gatineau et de l'Outaouais (RPGO) 



“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
in the Gatineau Valley.” 

10,233 – Jan 2, 2020 

7,858 – Feb 7, 2020 

4,003 – Jun 20, 2019 



“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
in the Gatineau Valley.” 

GVHS Website Statistics  
GVHS Page Views  2018 2019 

Home Page 41,738 13,937 

About the GVHS 9,554 6,137 

News and Events 9,513 5,298 

Research Centre 22,754 30,032 

       Pat Evans 5,460 2,839 

       Wright Papers 1,980 1,341 

       Text Bank 4,508 21,715 

       Maps 4,574 3,820 

       Oral History 428 317 

Image Bank 85,613 125,025 

GVHS Publications 25,943 16,693 

       Up the Gatieau! 19,033 6,665 

Digital Resources 62,325 32,168 

       Gatineau Park 6,587 3,218 

       Gatineau River 6,989 4,255 

       Lowdown Articles 43,453 24,695 

Historic Sites 3,232 2,236 

Special Exhibits 27,092 22,497 

       Lost Villages 1,689 1,707 

       Meech Creek Valley   5,884 2,671 

       Chelsea Comm  Trail 796 1,119 

       Then and Now 3,651 10,840 

       Historical Legacy 13,831 6,160 

Countries – Top 10 - Page Visits 

2018 2019 

Canada 157,440 Canada 237,765 +33% 

United States 78,394 United States 30,539 -61% 

Russian Fed. 14,357 Germany 6,039 +37% 

China 11,474 Great Britain 2,214 +19% 

Ukraine 8,045 France 3,941 -14% 

France 4,629 China 1,488 -87% 

Germany 3,766 Russian Fed. 1,978 -86% 

Poland 1,989 South Korea 1,253 +20% 

Great Britain 1,789 Ukraine 460 -94% 



“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
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Pat Evans Archives  

 

We have a wonderful team of of volunteers working at the Society's 
Archives.   Linda Bardell,  Shirley Brown,  Marc Cockburn,  Frances 
Curry, Adrienne Herron,  Erik Rask,  Louise Schwartz,  Judy Simpson,  
John Udvarhelyi,  and Heather Wright 
 

PMO Evans Collection digitization  
Digitization of  the newspaper clippings from the Pat Evans Fonds and 
entered in the online Text Bank.  Now up to 6,000 images of clippings and 
documents,  and was recently enhanced with a   “advanced search” 
capability.   Many thanks to Francis Curry,   Heather Wright, and Judy 
Simpson.    
 

Office Space  
The Archives Team cleaned out and organized the  office space.   Filling-
up with some artifacts, reproductions, and seldom-used items.      
 

Image bank  
We have recognized  that the ever-growing  digital-backbone of our 
archives and website is due for an update to ensure reliable archiving 
services for our research collections, and to better make them available 
electronically to the community at large. 
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Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery and Cenotaph  



Volunteers 
 

Of course we are always willing an ready to welcome 

new volunteers, so please do not hesitate to contact 

us if you would like to volunteer in any way.   
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Mary Ada Catherine Armitage 

October 12, 1922 - August 27, 2019 

Theresa Colleen Winfield  

April 10, 1936 - June 5, 2019  



Financial 

Statement 

2019 



Publications 

“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
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Adjournment of AGM. 

“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
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Coming events  

 
Monday, March 16, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 

Larrimac Golf Club, 1148 Rte. 105, Chelsea QC 

 Film Presentation ~ Driving into the Past –  
A History of Covered Bridges in Quebec 

with Louise Abbot  

 
Monday, April 20th 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 

Centre Wakefield La Pêche, 38 Valley Drive 

The Paugan Falls Albums 
with Don Kealey and Marc Cockburn 

  
Monday, May 29, 2019, 6:00pm  - Camp Fortune  

Annual Dinner & Awards 
 

April ?? at 2:00 pm – Cantley Pits  

A Tour of Cantley's Famous Sculpted Rocks  
with Geologist Dr. David Sharpe  

(In collaboration with Cantley1889.) 
 
 

“To promote matters of historical or heritage significance  
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Archives Open House 



Up the Gatineau! Vols. 1-10 
 

https://www.gvhs.ca/publications/utg-articles.html 
 

https://www.gvhs.ca/publications/utg-articles.html
https://www.gvhs.ca/publications/utg-articles.html
https://www.gvhs.ca/publications/utg-articles.html
https://www.gvhs.ca/publications/utg-articles.html
https://www.gvhs.ca/publications/utg-articles.html


https://www.gvhs.ca/clubs/larrimac/index.html 

Local Club Archives 

https://www.gvhs.ca/clubs/larrimac/index.html
https://www.gvhs.ca/clubs/larrimac/index.html
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Bill McGee – Gatineau Park Map Collection  

https://www.gvhs.ca/test/grid.html 

https://www.gvhs.ca/test/grid.html
https://www.gvhs.ca/test/grid.html


https://www.gvhs.ca/research/maps/gp-index.html 

Bill McGee – Gatineau Park Map Collection – Part 2  

https://www.gvhs.ca/research/maps/gp-index.html
https://www.gvhs.ca/research/maps/gp-index.html
https://www.gvhs.ca/research/maps/gp-index.html
https://www.gvhs.ca/research/maps/gp-index.html


Advanced Search Function 
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Recent photo acquisitions  
 



Donated by Lynn Lacroix (Stevenson) - Another 50 images  
  

Veneta 1914-1989,  Lyle b1917, Ernest 1912-1960 Stevenson… they were all 
the children of Edith Melissa (nee Hall) and Arthur Stevenson. -Lorraine 

Bradley (a cousin) in front, c 1918 



Veneta Stevenson 1914-1989 

stoking grain or oats   Veneta 

would eventually marry Ernest 

Hyde. C 1920 

Veneta Stevenson feeding chickens on family farm. C 1920 

Lynn Lacroix (Stevenson) - Accrual - 50 images  
  



Lynn Lacroix (Stevenson) - Accrual - 50 images  
  

The Hall family in front of their homestead on Trowsse or Nina Road in Wakefield.  George and Jane 
(Pritchard) Hall were Irish pioneers, arriving in Canada in approximately 1830-1840's.  There were 
six children, five boys  and one girl in addition to a half-sister Margaret 



Donated by Bill Reid.  Another 50 photos - Moore family photos  

Written on back of photo “Aunt 
Gertie Smith” -- with Albert 
Edward “Ned” Moore 1889-1918.  
He is pushing her on a hand cart 
for moving heavy boxes etc.   

 

Albert Edward “Ned” Moore 1889-1918 3rd from left (beside man 
holding pole or oar)  in a boat on the  Gatineau River.  C 1917  



William “ Gordon” Moore 1884-1960 at Lustre (Luster) Lake in Cantley.   Note the floating 
island in the background built by Walter Cross 

Donated by Bill Reid.  



Wakefield Women’s hockey team – little else is known about 
it except it would be before c. 1916 

An unidentified man with horse and wagon in front of the 
original Wakefield train station.  

Albert Edward “Ned” Moore at Gracefield Station 

Donated by Bill Reid.  



Gracefield Train Station. c.1916 

Quyon Train Station c.1918 

Rockhurst Train Station c.1916 Men on streetcar in Aylmer c 1915 



Cascades ca1927 - Photographer: Dr. Eric Neelin 

Donated Laragh Neelin – 17 images 
 



Donated by Laragh Neelin – 17 images 
 



Kirk’s Ferry  ca1927 - Photographer: Dr. Eric Neelin 



Cascades ca1927 - Photographer: Dr. Eric Neelin 

Donated by Laragh Neelin – 17 images 
 



Cascades ca1927 - Photographer: Dr. Eric Neelin 

Donated by Laragh Neelin – 17 images 
 



Cascades ca1927 - Photographer: Dr. Eric Neelin 

Donated by Laragh Neelin – 17 images 
 



Eaton Chute ca1927 - Photographer: Dr. Eric Neelin 



Donated by Robert Cunningham - 13 images – William (Bill) Cunningham photos  

Wakefield, 1955.  Ian Cunningham and his brother Robert alongside a car at the bottom of Rockhurst 
Road, with the garage of his grandfather's cottage visible in the background. Photographer: William 
Cunningham 



1945.  Just south of the Wakefield Village looking east across the Gatineau River at the Scharf farm. 
Photographer: William Cunningham 

Donated by Robert Cunningham - 13 images – William (Bill) Cunningham photos  



 
Looking north at the village from the foot of Rockhurst Road in March, 1943. 

1943. Looking south at the split at Rockhurst Road and 
Chemin Riverside in March 1943. The Cunningham 
cottage is visible in the background.  

Donated by Robert Cunningham - 13 images – William (Bill) Cunningham photos  



1955. Looking south on Chemin de la Rivière at approximately where the rockcut is on that road. In the distance are 
the Phil Trowsse house, the Maclaren employee house, and the Château Diotte, currently the Black Sheep Inn. 

Donated by Robert Cunningham - 13 images – William (Bill) Cunningham photos  
Donated by Robert Cunningham - 13 images – William (Bill) Cunningham photos  



1955. Looking north at the Poole House, 727 Chemin Riverside on the left. 

Donated by Robert Cunningham - 13 images – William (Bill) Cunningham photos  



1955. Wakefield train station with train approaching. 

Donated by Robert Cunningham - 13 images – William (Bill) Cunningham photos  



1955.  Robert Cunningham in the barber chair getting his hair cut.  The barber is Drummond 
Stevenson, whose shop was across from the train station (now the Pot au Fêu) 



The Low family on the front steps of their cottage in Cascades. Note they are all holding rifles. James Low (1861-1919) is on 
the right. The rest are sons and friends of the family. The Low cottage stood just up on the hill from the Peerless Hotel. The 
Low family occupied this cottage from about 1910 to 1912. James Low, the father, was in the contracting business in Ottawa, 
J and C Low Contractors 

Donated by Eleanor Low - 20 images - Low Family Cottage  
  



The Low cottage (left) at Cascades. It was just above the Peerless Hotel on the Hill. The Sheeran 
(Shearers) cottage is next on the right, and on the right is the Mills cottage. 



C1910. Cascades.  Frances "Frankie" (1905-1996) and 
Elizabeth "Libbie" Low (1901-1975) at their cottage in 
Cascades. The Low cottage stood on the hill behind the 
Peerless Hotel. Frankie and Libbie were the children of 
Martha (nee Ashe) and James Low. 

c1910. Cascades. John Low on left with unidentified 
friends at the Low family cottage in Cascades. 

Donated by Eleanor Low - 20 images - Low Family Cottage  
  



C1910, Cascades.  Looking upriver from the 
Low cottage.   

Looking south from the Low family cottage in 
Cascades down the Gatineau River. 

Donated by Eleanor Low - 20 images - Low Family Cottage  
  



A portrait on the front lawn of the Low cottage in Cascades. It was situated just above the Peerless Hotel on the hill. Jean 
Rook is sitting on the left post. Jean married John Edward Low in 1915. Photo taken August 22, 1912. 

Donated by Eleanor Low - 20 images - Low Family Cottage  
  



Ernie Mahoney – 250 Images. 



C1990.  Wakefield Canada Day.  A miniature 
train for moving people around the village. 

Ernie Mahoney – 250 Images. 



c2010 Rafts constructed by local teenagers. It was made for Canada Day, 
July 1st and floated down the river from Alcove arriving in Wakefield Bay. 

Ernie Mahoney – 250 Images. 



Low, Quebec, Canada, ca 1990 
The Gatineau Clog at Tucker Lake in Low, 
Quebec. The Clog was a country music 
festival organized by Wayne Rostad and 
the Low Lion’s Club in support of the 
Children's Hospital 

Ernie Mahoney – 250 Images. 



The fire hall was built in 1957 and served as a municipal 
office for council as well. When the new fire hall was 
completed in 1997 this building became the Wakefield 
Library for many years. 

The building at 757 Chemin Riverside. It housed Sandy's Pizza 
and Salon Select and other small businesses throughout the 
years. It was built on the site of Maclaren's store which burnt 
down. The Broom's Garage was built here and extensively 
renovated to become the home of Le Hibou and other small 
businesses 

The Wakefield doctor's office undergoes a major 
expansion in 1970. The $100,000 expansion added 
1000 sq. feet. 



Phil Cohen stands on the deck of Café 1870 with Molo’s (Earle 
House) in the background. This is thought to be Phil 70th 
birthday. Ice candles in preparation for Dragonfest are in the 
background . c 2008  

Norma Geggie – one of the founding 
members of the Wakefield Grannies 
2008.  

c 2005 Glennis Cohen and Ilse Turnsen at the Wakefield 

library book sale.  

c.2003 Marc Cockburn with the Fisrt Wakefield Cubs 



Wakefield Cenotaph from Ernie’s Office.   



1895. Low, Quebec.   A six horse hitch with municipal grader. The farmers would bring their teams and drive 
the municipal grader over the roads in front of their farms. On the grader is Hammie Chamberlain driving the 
horses, and John McCambley (with the pipe) is handling the grading wheels. The man on the road is 
unidentified. 

Donated by Irma Peck – 10 images of Low and area.  



c1890.  Low, Quebec, William Hogan (1859-
1925), and Bridget (nee Fleming) Hogan 
(1865-1929), and their child Agatha. 

c 1855 Low, Quebec. John McCrank 
(1797-1860). Born in Ireland 

Donated by Irma Peck – 10 images of Low and area.  



C1948.   Venosta, Quebec.   Catholic Women's League in the basement of the Venosta Church. From left to right: 
Father Tierney (Venosta and Martindale), Father McGregor ( Farrellton and Fieldville), Philomena McCambley 
(Pres.), Sarah McGoey, the others are unidentified. 

Donated by Irma Peck – 10 images of Low and area.  



McCord Museum– Haworth Albums 1917-1926 



McCord Museum– Haworth Albums  



McCord Museum– Haworth Albums  













Hydro Quebec Archives  
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