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Publications Report 2019

I'm pleased to table this report for the year ending December 31, 2019. As members know, Up the
Gatineau! is our flagship publication with 45 volumes to date. We also sell other publications of local
history interest, including note cards, an 1875 map of West Hull property owners and a Gatineau Valley
railway station poster. We also promote and sell books and CDs of local historical interest by others.

We sell directly to the public and through 14 local retailers, including one in each of Kazabazua and
Poltimore, two in Cantley, six in Wakefield, and four in Chelsea. Some of these retailers carry only the
latest UTG! volume; others, such as M&R Depanneur in Chelsea and Irwin’s in Kazabazua, carry a broad
selection. These two retailers were our second and third highest sellers of our books in 2019 respectively.
The highest selling retailer was the Wakefield General Store; we sold nearly a thousand dollars in books
to this store in 2019, over one third of our total sales to local retailers.

This year we experienced a significant increase in total sales compared to the previous year, as this table
shows.

2018 2019 Year over year change
Direct sales: $3,584 $8,172 $4,588
Sales through our retailers $2,907 $2,534 ($373)
Total Sales: $6,491 $10,706 $4,215

In 2019, we had an unusual sale of 125 copies of Hurling Down the Pine (for a Hughson family reunion),
so this brought us in significant revenue. (In total we sold 137 copies of Hurling Down the Pine compared
to 20 last year.) Even if we remove this one-time sale, our total 2019 revenue still increased by 18%
compared to 2018. We sold 295 copies of the latest Volume 45 of Up the Gatineau! compared to 290
copies of Volume 44 last year (including the volumes sold as part of the sets). We sold 18 complete UTG!
sets in 2019 compared to 11 in 2018. Most of these were sold at the holiday discount price of $125, but
still greatly contributed to our total revenue. Other notable sales included 43 of our new note cards, and
16 cumulative indexes to UTG!

All Society members receive a complimentary copy of the current Up the Gatineau! as part of their
membership fees and we provide complimentary copies to area libraries, including Chelsea, Wakefield,
Cantley, Kazabazua and Low.

With the help of several GVHS volunteers, publications were displayed and sold at six events and five
regular monthly meetings, including the Awards Dinner, during 2019. The events were:

e NCC Friends of Gatineau Park

e Chelsea Days

e Wakefield Farmers Market

e QAHN Heritage Fair at Fairbairn

e Low Cultural Day

e  Wakefield Craft Fair (Vorlage)

The Wakefield Craft Fair, which sees our highest event sales, brought in $926, compared to $435 in 2018.
We decided not to participate at the QUAIL Christmas Bazaar this year.




In spite of excellent publication sales for 2019, our primary objective is not to make profits; rather our
publishing efforts are about preserving and promoting local history in the Gatineau Valley. This couldn’t
be achieved without a dedicated group of volunteers. The Up the Gatineau! team consists of Adrienne
Herron for cover design and photo editing, Margaret Coleman and Paul Gessell (editorial) with Beth
Macfie (copy editor) and Paull Leamen (poetry editor), and Frances Curry (layout and indexing).

A special thank you goes to Dave Dunphy and Shirley McGlashan who throughout the year manage sales,
distribution and inventory management for all of our publications. I'd also like to acknowledge Dave’s
compilation and comprehensive analysis of our publication sales included in this report.

Our quarterly member newsletter is produced by Shirley Brown, who also manages the GVHS Facebook
page with Suzanne Gibeault and Linda Bardell. We also communicate with members and the public on
our website at www.gvhs.ca, administered by webmaster, Erik Rask with expert support from Mike
Bardell.

Thanks to each of these valued volunteers for their many contributed hours, and to all other GVHS
members, who support our publications through their membership fees.

Submitted by Louise Schwartz
Director of Publications and Editor, Up the Gatineau!
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