
 
 

2020 AGM  
President's Report 

 
Good evening everyone, my name is Marc Cockburn, the President of the 
Gatineau Valley Historical Society, and it’s my pleasure to welcome you to our 
2020 Annual General Meeting.   
 
The main purpose of our AGM tonight is to take care of business, but also to 
highlight the Society's ever growing collections - so we have devoted the meeting 
to presenting some of our recent material and products, which will follow our 
AGM.     
 
As well,  I invite everyone to check our website for a record of the last year’s 
activities in the Newsletter archives, or to see the documents relating to the AGM 
that we recently posted.   We will also publish reports in our next Newsletter.    
 
First of all,  I want to thank all of the volunteers that help make the Society 
succeed, including our hard working and devoted Board of Directors:  
 
Suzanne Gibeault (Vice-president), Shirley Brown (Treasurer and Newsletter 
editor), Louise Schwartz (Publications), Erik Rask (Internet), Linda Bardell 
(Archives),  Frances Curry (Archives and Library) and  Virginia Jakutavicius 
(Secretary) 
 
As well, I want thank John Udvarhelyi  who is stepping down this.   John has been 
very active in the maintenance of the two Chelsea Historic Cemeteries, as well as 
helping out in the Archives.  Which he will continue to do  
 
I should also mention and everyone who contributes initiative in many different 
ways.    Many of whom will be mentioned tonight...  
 



We once again put on a number of interesting and well attended series of  9 
program events last year, on a broad range of topics.    
 
Two French Presentations.  One by Louise Dumoulin on Alan Gilmour, and 
another by Theiry Boyer, in partnership with Cantley1889, on the Franklin 
Expedition wrecks archeological work by Parks Canada.  
 
The 2019 highlight for me was the tour of Cantley's Famous Sculpted Rocks with 

Geologist Dr. David Sharpe who took us on a guided walk explaining how the 

Cantley rocks give us insight into how our planet was shaped.    Many thanks to 

Margaret Phillips for helping to put that event on.  

 
Over the last few years, we have found that a lot of our efforts "assisting the 
wider community to make know the history and heritage of the Gatineau valley.    
 
Linda Bardell and I have been assisting the Fairbairn Museum with their upcoming 

exhibit on the history of transportation in the Valley.   

They are seeking to borrow local items (photographs, catalogues, advertisements, 

models, older car parts, signs, memorabilia, etc) relating to human, animal and 

mechanical transportation in the region prior to 1939.  Borrowed items would be 

credited to the owners and displayed with the required care. Loan period: May – 

October 2020.       

In preparation for the May 30th presentation on the 100th Anniversary of the 
Cascades Club by R.J. Hughes we have been helping to  gather documentation and 
images for a commemorative book, led by Betty Pavey, and eventually for a 
section on the GVHS website's Local Club Archives 
  
We contributed Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network 's Diversity and 
Achievement project with material and photos for a book and travelling 
exposition that features a section on Norma Geggie, rural health care, and the 
Gatineau Memorial Hospital.   We also attended the QAHN Heritage fair at 
Fairbairn House on Sept 29.  
 
We aslo met with representatives of the Réseau du patrimoine de Gatineau et de 
l'Outaouais (RPGO) regarding the MuseO.   The RPGO is promoting 



interconnected museum, having its central building in Gatineau and composed of 
a network of satellites, distributed throughout the territory. The museum’s 
mission will be to conserve, exhibit, study and enhance the history and heritage of 
the Outaouais. It will promote the professionalization of heritage organizations in 
the region by acting as a resource institution.  
 
Our Facebook page continues to grow in popularity .   Up to 1,200 likes - Top 
three posts in the last year , in terms of reach, are:  Wakefield Steam Train photo,  
Skiers in Chelsea, and the 1962 St. Jean parade in Masham video - from Norma 
Geggie's collection.   Many thanks to Shirley, Louise, Linda and Suzanne for 
maintaining the page.  
 
We have a wonderful team of of volunteers working at the Society's Archives.   

Linda Bardell,  Shirley Brown,  Marc Cockburn,  Frances Curry, Adrienne Herron,  

Erik Rask,  Louise Schwartz,  Judy Simpson,  John Udvarhelyi,  and Heather Wright 

 

PMO Evans Collection digitization  

Digitization of  the newspaper clippings from the Pat Evans Fonds and entered in 

the online Text Bank.  Now up to 6,000 images of clippings and documents,  and 

was recently enhanced with a   “advanced search” capability.   Many thanks to 

Francis Curry,   Heather Wright, and Judy Simpson.    

 

Office Space  

The Archives Team cleaned out and organized the  office space.   Filling-up with 

some artifacts, reproductions, and seldom-used items.      

 

Image bank  

We have recognized  that the  ever-growing  digital-backbone of our archives and 

website is due for an update to ensure reliable archiving services for our research 

collections, and to make them available electronically to the community at large. 

 

Mainly we need to have a more robust way of maintaining information relating to 

provenance and image rights.    As well, we just need to update our PC's and 

software.     

 



A ceremony was held on October 7, 2019 to mark the transfer of ownership of the 
Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery and Cenotaph, located at 587 Route 105, from the 
Gatineau Valley Historical Society (GVHS) to the Municipality of Chelsea. 
 
The GVHS approached the Municipality of Chelsea back in 2017 to propose the 
transfer in order to guarantee the ongoing maintenance and care of this 
provincially designated historic cemetery - The actual sign-off was in the Spring of 
2019, but   
 
The October 7th ceremony also highlighted the recent completion of a $30,000 
renovation project funded in part by a generous $25,000 gift from Carol Martin, 
the late Past President of the GVHS, with the balance from the GVHS and the 
Municipality. The project was led by Mr. André Renaud, with assistance and 
expert advice from the community and GVHS board members. Major work 
included the installation of a classical-design steel fence, landscaping and 
drainage work, the rebuilding of the two pillars at the entrance and the repointing 
of the cenotaph.  
 
The GVHS will continue its tradition of hosting the annual Remembrance Day 
ceremony at the cenotaph and will act in an advisory capacity with the 
Municipality on matters related to the cemetery, similar to its current role with 
respect to the  
 
We sadly note the passing of two Honorary Lifetime Members of the Society in 
2019   
 
Terry Winfield,  who was instrumental in the organization of the annual auction 
for many years, and Mary  Armitage who died in her 97th year on August 27th, 
2019, at Wakefield Memorial Hospital.    Mary was the treasurer and bookkeeper 
for many years.  
 
Of course we are always willing an ready to welcome new volunteers, so please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you would like to volunteer in any way.   
 


