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President’s report 
 
Good evening everyone, my name is Marc Cockburn, the President of the 
Gatineau Valley Historical Society, and it’s my pleasure to welcome you to our 
2019 Annual General Meeting.  Thank you to our hosts, the Chelsea Library 
(Amélie Gariépy, Sam Corriveau Lambert)    
 
The main purpose of our AGM tonight is to highlight the Society's ever growing 
collections - so we have devoted the meeting to presenting some of our recent 
material and products, which will follow our AGM     
 
As well, I invite everyone to check our website for a record of the last year’s 
activities in the Newsletter, or to see the documents relating to the AGM that we 
recently posted.   We will also publish reports in our next Newsletter.    
 
First of all,  I want to thank all of the volunteers that help make the Society 
succeed, including our hard working and devoted Board of Directors:  
 
Suzanne Gibeault (Secretary), Shirley Brown (Treasurer and Newsletter editor), 
Louise Schwartz (Publications), Erik Rask (Internet), Linda Bardell (Archives),   John 
Udvarhelyi (Cemeteries), Frances Curry (Archives and Library).    
 
As well, I want thank Margaret Phillips for joining us on the Board for the last 
year, mainly to help strengthen our ties to Cantley1189, but also for bringing 
some historical continuity to the Society, as one of our longest serving members.     
 
We once again put on a number of interesting and well attended series of  7 
program events last year, on a broad range of topics.    
 
The highlight for many of us was the fundraising River Cruise in June, aboard the 
Chrysalis... many thanks to the Hopkins family for honouring us with one of the 
paddle wheeler's last cruises.    
 



Over the last few years, we have found that a much of our efforts are focused on 
"assisting the wider community to make know the history and heritage of the 
Gatineau valley.    
 
The GVHS assisted our member Ken Bouchard and the Wakefield Trials 
committee with some funds and archival material for a series of 8 interpretative 
panels along the new boardwalk in Wakefield.    
 
The content of the displays were curated and edited by Anita Rutledge, a 
Honourary GVHS Member and former Board member, who passed away in 
August.  Anita will be remembered for her extensive knowledge of local history, 
the community connections she forged, for her thoughtful observations and wit, 
and a collaborative spirit which has led many Society members, volunteers, and 
supporters to follow her lead in preserving and making known the significant 
historical places and stories of the Gatineau River Valley.     
 
We continue to work with Chelsea Trails to add new interpretation panels on the 
Chelsea Winter trails.  Last year we added three more signs in Farm Point, mainly 
documenting Farm Point's manufacturing history.   We can also see them online 
at the GVHS website.   
 
Thanks to Louise Schwartz for putting this project together, and for continuing to 
consult with Chelsea Trails on plans to create a simple historical display at the old 
station site on the Community Trail at Mill Road.    The site plan to be developed 
would maybe include the art installation; an original train station, a re-installed 
section of rail line and original switches, and a few permanent interpretive panels. 
 
We look forward to see how that initiative moves forward this year  
 
We also assisted Robert VanderBerg the archivist at National Arts Centre in 
mounting a display of Gatineau Valley images to help illustrate the staging of 
Brian Doyle's, Up to Low, in May.    Kevin Ballantyne also contributed a nice map 
for the exhibit  
 
I'm happy to announce that Janet Irwin the Director of the play will join us in 
Wakefield in October to talk about her experience staging the play.  At that time 



we will also mount the photo display at the same time, and invite some of the 
local talent that were involved in the play.   
 
Our Facebook page continues to grow in popularity.  We are also noticing that a 
lot of our material showing up on other local history Facebook pages which seem 
to be popping up everywhere!  Many thanks to Shirley, Louise and Suzanne for 
maintaining the page.  
 
In 2019 we plan to put a big priority on making the Society's archives more 

discoverable.  The archives holdings of the GVHS are, at the moment, largely 

hidden from view and are, therefore, hardly used.   

The archives is about 50 feet of material, consists of over 200 donations, or 

accessions,  one of which is the massive Pat Evans fonds which has its own finding 

aid created by Pat himself.   

 

The donations have been briefly described in which accession records and again 

in a database compiled a couple of years ago.  However, these descriptions 

provide next to no detail about the contents of the donated files.  

 

We propose a project where we will go through the collection, file by file, and 

compile detailed descriptions which will then be accessible to our users via a 

searchable database and eventually on our website.  We also need a policy for de- 

accessioning material in the collection and transfer them to other repositories.    

 

We need to attribute the source of the materials, scanned or otherwise, to the 

fonds in which they were found.  

 

Given that the Pat Evans fonds already has a finding aid, we will try to work from 

it to create a more accessible one, so that all the other collections will be 

described in the same way.  

 
In 2018 we accomplished almost $20,000 in improvements and renovations at the 
Pioneer Cemetery, including installing a combination of ornamental and regular 
fencing on the east and south sides of the cemetery.  We also took down some 



problem trees, trimmed back some brush, graded the driveway for better 
drainage, and we finally got rid of the poison ivy!    
 
The last element of the renovations will happen in the Spring when we have the 
brucite pillars at the entrance of the cemetery re-built.   That's job will cost about 
$6,000 to $7,000 and will help us to achieve our goal of spending the $25,000 
bequeath left to us by Carol Martin.  
 
After that we plan to finalize the transfer title of the cemetery to the Municipality 
of Cheslea, with a maintenance and long term preservation plan with the Public 
Works department.      
 
I want to personally thank the very capable André Renaud for leading this 
initiative, in concert with Ernie Tardiff, John Pomeroy, Jeff Mullen, Erik Rask, John 
Udvarhelyi & Dan Paré, as well as Richard Hofer and Marilyn Liddiard for 
continuing to care for the turf and gardens during all this construction.   
 

Of course we are always willing and ready to welcome new volunteers, so please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you would like to volunteer in any way.   
 
Thank you!   
 


