
Slide 1:  Agenda 

Good evening everyone, my name is Marc Cockburn, the President of the 
Gatineau Valley Historical Society, and it’s my pleasure to welcome you to our 
2017 Annual General Meeting.  (mention special guests.)

We have a very packed agenda tonight, and I so at this point I would like to call 
the AGM to order.

Slide 2 – 2016 AGM Minutes

Copies of the 2016 AGM Minutes have been provided.   Are there any questions? 
Would someone please propose that the minutes be adopted.  

Slide 3 - Prez report

Once again time does not permit me to recap all of our initiatives and 
accomplishments from last year, so I invite everyone to check our website for a 
record of the last year’s activities in the Newsletter, or to see the documents 
relating to the AGM that we recently posted.   We will also publish reports in our 
next Newsletter.   

First of all,  I want to thank all of the volunteers that help make the Society work, 
including the hard working and talented Board of Directors: (Introduce)  Vice-
president Bob McClelland, Suzanne Gibeault (Secretary), Shirley Brown 
(Treasurer), Louise Schwartz (Publications), Erik Rask (Internet), Linda Bardell 
(Archives),  André Renaud (Cemeteries), and we also welcome Andrea Rowe who 
replaced David Yuill. 

and everyone who contributes initiative in many different ways. 

Slide 4 – Carol Martin 
I want to start off tonight by paying tribute to our dear colleague Carol Martin 
who passed away this past December.  

Having been a member of the GVHS  for almost 25 years now,  I have had the 
pleasure of meeting and working with some very remarkable and dedicated 
people.  Carol Martin is certainly someone who has always reminded me that the 
GVHS is not simply a business, but a Society of people who share a common 



passion for documenting and sharing the history of the Gatineau  with integrity 
and authenticity.   As the long time Editor and contributor to the Up the Gatineau,
Carol always emphasized that we tell the stories of the individuals who shaped 
our past and how their lives helped to shape the caring and charitable 
communities that many of us now call home.  

Carol has left us a tremendous legacy in many ways, and over the coming year we 
plan to take some opportunities to further celebrate her life and 
accomplishments, and we hope that Society members will have a chance to share 
stories and remember Carol along with us.    

Slide 5 Program 

We once again put on a number of interesting and well attended series of  11 
program events last year.  

We  partnered with the Fairbairn House Heritage Centre and 5 other local  
organizations on River Pride and contributed to this  summer long series of art, 
drama and musical events, historical displays and presentations, in appreciation 
of the Gatineau River and its heritage significance.   Our major contribution in 
September was to host Ian Tamblyn’s play “A River Runs Through Us” and with 
the creation of a photo exhibition on the Lost Villages of Chelsea, which is 
currently on display at the La Fab in Chelsea, and which was recently added to our
website.

Check out our upcoming events on the website, and we will soon be planning our 
fall programs.  

Silde 6 Archives/Website 

Our archives and digital collections continue to grow with new acquisitions of new
images for our image bank and some new applications on our website.  For 
instance:  

Slide 7 – Wright Family records  (Change – update)

With  assistance from Stephen Adcock,  we recently completed the  scanning  a 
collection of Wright family documents which have being generously loaned to us 
by David Wright.  I believe there are roughly 600 records and they cover a broad 
range of Wright family business and legal affairs, going back to their time in the 



United States and into the 1770’s.  We are currently typing the 80 page catalogue 
of titles created by Pat Evans and when that is done we will be able to get the 
images online.      

Slide 8 – Albert Edward “Ned” Moore collection 1889-1918 

We received a donation of wonderful photos from Bill Reid of his grandfather 
Albert Edward “Ned” Moore, who served as a station-agent in Wakefield and 
other places in West Quebec.  The collection consists of many train yards and 
station photos, of which some samples from Wakefield are shown here.   
Including a few shots documenting Order of Railroad Telegraphers which was an 
American union but with many Canadian workers as members.  We think that the 
word “solid” on the sign probably refers   negotiations with the railway (CP) going 
on at the time. 

Slide 9 – Hazel Stearns Gibson 

This image came to us from Wilma (Gibson) Charlebois.    The girl in the middle is 
Hazel (nee Stearns) Gibson... born to a relatively big family with no money for 
education.  Her dream was always to become a teacher so she went north to 
teach the Algonquin nation’s children to get enough money to pay for school.  She
graduated Macdonald college and eventually taught in Lascelles and Wakefield 
schools.  

She wrote down her trip north by train to Maniwaki and then cart for the three 
days  with mud to the axles so that they had to walk most of the way.. and then 
the final leg was with the Algonquin people who met her in their canoes to take 
her through the final leg to Lac Barrière.

This image is going to be in the Fairbairn Museum’s summer exhibition on the 
Significant Women of the Gatineau Valley.  

Slide 10 - Website.

The website has been enhanced with new changes and content, including a newly
designed home which will make it easier to be viewed on mobile devices. 



We have added new content to the Chelsea Winter Trail map, added a section 
with the Lost Villages of Chelsea exhibit and we will continue to add content to 
the from our collaboration with the Lowdown on the 150 Years of History bi-
weekly series, as new content is published. 

As well our online Image Bank contains a selection of 1629 images which we hope
to continue adding to this year. 

Slide 11  - Cemeteries: Old Chelsea protestant Burial Ground, 

This year we worked with the Municipality of Chelsea to make some renovations 
to the the Old Chelsea Protestant Burial Ground Committee, mainly to stabilize 
the slope along the street side of the cemetery with a new retaining wall.  We 
recieved a grant from the CLD and some in kind support to make these 
improvements and we hope to continue the work this year and to continue  
collaborating with the NCC , Chelsea trails, and the Municipality of Chelsea, on 
plans to link the cemetery to a system of trails along Chelsea Creek and into Old 
Chelsea.. 

Slide 12 - Cemeteries:  Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery and Cenotaph

At the Cheslea Pioneer Cemetery and Cenotaph we also completed some 
renovations by trimming back overgrown brush and Hurling Down some 
hazardous tress.  Thanks to a generous bequeath by Carol Martin, we plan to 
erect a fence along two sides of the property, repair the cairns at the entrance, 
take down a few more trees, and fix up the path through the cemetery.  We hope 
to have these enhancements ready in time for Remembrance Day 2017.  

Wrap-up 

Of course we are always willing an ready to welcome new volunteers, so please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you would like to volunteer in any way.  

Slide 13 – Financial report

Slide 14 -  Publications report

Slide 15 -  Nominations / Elections


