2015 President’s Report presented at the AGM
February 18, 2016

Marc began by thanking all the volunteers, including the hard work of the talented
Board of Directors who contribute to making the GVHS work. Highlights of the year
included:

» 2015 saw a number of interesting and well-attended events, including the
inaugural French speaking series in partnership with the Chelsea Library, with
more to come in 2016.

* The GVHS recently partnered with the Fairbairn House Heritage centre and five
other local organizations that will present a series of events focused on the
heritage of the Gatineau River called River Pride. The GVHS will be featured next
September.

« Otherinitiatives are currently in the planning stages are those related to the
2017 celebrations of Canada’s 150" Birthday. Ideas would be welcomed by the
Board.

¢ Marc thanked the Publications Committee for their excellent and professional
work as well as Dave Dunphy and Shirley McGlashan for their contribution to
sales and distribution. He indicated that the 42" edition of Up The
Gatineau! will be launched at the annual awards banquet on May 30", The
Publications Committee Report was available as well, online.

* Onthe Archives side, the digital collections continue to grow with new
acquisitions for the Image Bank, and more images have been made accessible on
the website. Stephen Adcock was currently scanning approximately 600
documents loaned to us from the Wright Family going back to the 1850’s era.
We also acquired a collection of photos from the Fleury Family who were original
settlers of The Farm in Gatineau Park that has been the official residence of the
Speaker of the House since 1955. The website also introduced the ‘Wakefield
Then and Now’ series with many thanks to Linda and Mike Bardell and Erik Rask.
The next series in the works would focus on Chelsea.

» The GVHS is working with Chelsea Trails to install signs along the winter trail. On
Sunday, February 21° there would be guided tours along the trail starting from
Larrimac.

* In 2015 the GVHS partnered with the Municipality of Chelsea for the care and
conservation of the Old Chelsea Protestant Cemetery. A municipal cemeteries
committee has applied for funding and will work with the NCC, Chelsea Trails
and the Municipality to link up with the Chelsea Creek trails.

s At the Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery and Cenotaph, a number of maintenance
issues were identified and would need to be addressed. Marc thanked Richard
Hofer for a draft proposal of landscaping work needed and asked for volunteers
to set up a permanent committee and to also think ahead for enhancements for
Remembrance Day 2017.

e To wrap up, Marc indicated we would be recommending a set of amendments to
our Constitution and By-laws later in the meeting.

» Finally, he mentioned there is always a need for volunteers to help with a
number of initiatives particularly the cemeteries committees, archives and more
bilingualism on the website.



