
FROM THE PUBLISHER 

An illustrated account of many of the historic churches 
found in Ottawa and its surrounding communities, His-
toric Churches of the Ottawa Valley is not intended to 
be a complete history of the churches contained be-
tween the covers but, rather, a snapshot of their early 
beginnings. 
     Historic Churches of the Ottawa Valley is Alan H. 
Bentley’s illustrated account of many of the historic 
churches found in Ottawa and its surrounding communi-
ties. 
     Many of the churches have been rebuilt several 
times. A small number of original churches have sur-
vived and are reminders of the religious heritage of the 
Ottawa Valley. Often the churches are found in areas 
where visitors might not easily locate them. Alan H. 
Bentley’s collection, containing his own photographs of 
the church exteriors, effectively brings the many beauti-
ful churches contained within its pages out into the open 
and provides the information necessary for further ex-
ploration. 
     Historic Churches of the Ottawa Valley is a valuable 
resource for historians and visitors to the Ottawa area. 
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Alan H. Bentley was born and raised in Nova Scotia. 
While growing up on an apple and poultry farm in the 
Annapolis Valley, he attended the Berwick Baptist 
Church with his parents and his grandfather who were 
faithful attendees. Following high school, he attended 
the Nova Scotia Agricultural College, the Ontario Agri-
cultural College, and the University of Guelph. Alan lo-
cated to Ottawa in 1967, where he had a career with 
Agriculture Canada before retiring in 1995. It was at this 
time that he developed an interest in the churches of 
Ottawa. As a result, he roamed the area for the past fif-
teen years, photographing most of the churches on the 
Ontario side of the Ottawa River. It is this interest that 
has resulted in the publication of this book. 
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