ORDER OF SERVICE

Marc Cockburn, Master of Ceremonies

10:45 MARCH ON

Words of Welcome: The Gatineau Valley Historical Society
Marc Cockburn, President

10:50 ACT OF REMEMBRANCE

Prayer
Father Obioma

St. Stephen' s Roman Catholic Church

Reading
R.C.R Chaplain Padre Johns

3rd Battalion, R.C.R. Para Company, Petawawa

Prayer
The Reverend Christine Piper

St. Mary Magdalene Anglican Church

11:00 LAMENT
The Royal Canadian Regiment

Placing of Wreaths
At Chelsea Cenotaph

Mayor of the Municipality of Chelsea - Jean Perras
Theresa McAdden for William Reynolds
Shelia Townsend for Earle Milks

At Grave of Richard Rowland Thompson, Q.S.

Government of Canada
The Royal Canadian Regiment - Major Greg Smith
The R.C.R. Association
Canadian Forces Forces Health Group - Capt. (Navy) M. Kavanagh
The Municipality of Chelsea - Mayor Jean Perras
M.R.C. Public Security - Capt. Michel Regimbald

The Regional Association Of West Quebecers - John Trent and Jay Atherton

Chelsea Elementary School
Grand Boise School
Douglas Cowden for Bertha Alexander-Thompson
The Historical Society of The Gatineau - Ernie Mahoney

Hymn
Chelsea Elementary School Students - “We are the Lucky Ones”

Blessing
Nancy Landry, Chelsea United Church

O Canada
MARCH OFF
(Reception: The Grange, Cantley: Hosted by the Phillips’ family)

PROGRAMME DE LA CEREMONIE

Marc Cockburn, Maitre de ceremonies

10h45 DEFILE DES TROUPES

Paroles d'accueil: la Société historique de la valley de la Gatineau
M. Marc Cockburn, Président

IOh50 INSTANT DE RECUEILLEMENT

Priére
Pére Obioma
la Paroisse catholique romaine St. Stephen

Lecture
R.C.R Chapelain Padre Johns)
3rd Battalion, R.C.R. Para Company, Petawawa
Priére
La Rev. Christine Piper
I'Eglise anglicane Ste. Marie-Madeleine

11h00 COMPLAINTE
le Royal Canadian Regiment

Dépot des couronnes

Au Cenotaphe de Chelsea

Le maire de la Municipalité de Chelsea - Jean Perras
Theresa McAdden pour William Reynolds
Shelia Townsend pour Earle Milks

Au prés de la tombe de Richard Rowland Thompson, Q.S.

Le Gouvemement du Canada
le Royal Canadian Regiment
' Association R.C.R.
Canadian Forces Surgeon General - Brig. Gen Hillary Jaeger
la Municipalité de Chelsea — le maire Jean Perras
Sécurité publique M.R.C.— Capt. Michel Regimbald

I' Association régionale des West Quebecers - John Trent and Jay Atherton

I'Ecole élémentaire de Chelsea
I'Ecole du Grand-Boise
Douglas Cowden pour Bertha Alexander Thompson
la Societe historique de la Gatineau — Ernie Mahoney

Hymne
'Ecole élémentaire de Chelsea - “We are the Lucky Ones”

Benediction
Nancy Landry, 1 'Eglise unie de Chelsea

O Canada
RETRAITE DES TROUPES
(Reception: La Grange a Cantley, chez la famille Phillips)



LE SOLDAT RICHARD ROWLAND THOMPSON, Q.S: 1877-1908

Originaire d'Irlande, Richard Rowland Thompson arriva au Canada vers
la fin des années 1890. II s'engagea dans le 2iéme bataillon (Special Ser-
vice) du Royal Canadian Regiment» en octobre 1899 et au cours de son
service pendant la Guerre sud-africaine, il risqua sa vie pour sauver celle
de ses camarades sous le feu intense de 1'ennemi.

En reconnaissance de ses actes de bravoure, on lui décerna I’Echarpe de
la Reine, confectionée par la Reine Victoria elle-méme il y a prés d'un sie-
cle. La Reine avait crocheté huit de ces écharpes dans le but de les offrir
aux soldats réguliers qui avaient fait preuve d'héroisme exceptionnel. Un
récipiendaire dans chacune des troupes canadiennes, australiennes, néo-
zelandaises et sud-africaines, et quatre parmi les soldats britanniques,
furent choisis. Le soldat Thompson fut donc le seul Canadien a recevoir
cet honneur .

Bien que tous les honneurs militaires entourérent ses funérailles, ses ex-
ploits de méme que sa tombe tombeérent dans l'oubli pendant un demi-
siécle. C'est alors que la Société historique de la valley de la Gatineau se
porta acquéreur du cimetiere et le restaura. Plus tard, la famille Thomp-
son fit don des colonnes de pierre qui se trouvent a l'entree du cimetiére,
présenta I'Echarpe au peuple canadien, et la societe érigea une siéle.
Tous les ans depuis 1986, un service commémoratif y a lieu le 11 novem-
bre, Jour du Souvenir, et reunit le Royal Canadian Regiment, le Groupe
de santé des Forces canadiennes et les habitants de Chelsea de tout age.

PRIV ATE RICHARD ROWLAND THOMPSON, Q.S.: 1877-1908

Richard Rowland Thompson was born in Ireland and came to Canada in
the late 1890s. He enlisted with the 2rd Special Service Battalion, Royal
Canadian Regiment, in October 1899, and as a soldier in the South Afri-
can War he risked his own life to save the lives of comrades under in-
tense fire.

For his heroism he received the Queen's Scarf, a very special award made
by Queen Victoria almost a century ago. The scarf was a very personal
idea of the Queen herself, who crocheted eight scarves to be presented for
extreme gallantry to regular soldiers. One recipient was selected from
each of the Canadian, Australian, New Zealand and South African (Cape
Colony) troops, and four from among the British soldiers. Private
Thompson was the only Canadian to receive such recognition.

Though his funeral was conducted with full military honours, his deeds
and grave were forgotten for half a century. The Gatineau Valley Histori-
cal Society acquired and restored the cemetery, the Thompson family do-
nated stone pillars at its entrance and presented the Scarf to the people
of Canada, and the Historical Society erected a cairn. Every November
11th since 1986 a memorial service has brought together the Royal Cana-
dian Regiment, the Canadian Forces Health Group and Chelsea resi-
dents, young and old.

The Gatineau Valley Historical Society
La Société historique de la valley de la Gatineau

Welcomes / Accueille
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The Royal Canadian Regiment
The Canadian Forces Surgeon General
and the public

To the Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery and Cenotaph

Le Royal Canadian Regiment
The Canadian Forces Surgeon General (French)
Et le public
Au Cimetiére pionnier et cenotaph de Chelsea

Remembrance Day 2004

At the grave of a la tombe de

Private Richard Rowland Thompson Q.S.

Jour du souvenir




